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Lady Maiy was delighted with the contents of her Indian,
basket, and spent the vest of her play hours in lookmg at the
various articles, and asking her nurse questions about the
materidls from which they were made. Some of the bark
boxes were lined with paper, but the doll’s cradle was not,
and Lady Mary perceived that the inside of it was very rough,
caused by the hard ends of the quills with which it was orna-
mented. At first the little girl could not think how the squaws
worked with the quills, as they coaid not possibly thread them
through the eye of a needle; but her nurse told her that
the squaws when they want to work any pattern on birch bark,
first draw it out with some sharp pointed instrument,—ag sharp
nail, or bodkin, or even a strong thorn; they then pierce holes
close together round the edge of the leaf, or blade, or bird that
they have drawn out on the birch bark,—into these holes they
insert one end of the quill, the other end is then drawn through
the opposite hole, pulled tight, bent a little, and cut offon the
inside. This any one of my young readers may see if they ex.
amine the Indian baskets or toys made of birch bark.

« I have seen the squaws in their wigwams at work on these
things, sitting cross.legged on their mats,—some had the quills
in a little bark dish on their laps, while others held them in
their mouths; not a very safe way, nor a nice way; but
Indians are not very nice in some of their habits ;” said Mrs.

Frazer,

. Nurse, ifyou please, will you! tell me \vhat thls little animal
is designed to represent?” said Lady Mary pointing to the
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