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design before they are uttered, antieipates wanis
before they arise, and -provides against dangers
before they threaten.  Was it neceseary, for in-
atancey that he should first distuctly tegislate on
the subject 2 ¢ Go,** gaid he—and he was stamt-
ing bat one step from the threne of heasen—* Go
into all the worlly aid preach the gospel to every
creature.”  Stilly plan as tes consnend might at
first appear, the daty which it enjuins is so novel,
and the project which it contemplates so vast,
that doubts wre likely to atise as to its import and
obligation 5 he repeits ity therefore, “'ﬁdin and
again—repeats it in other forms, os an ol predic-
tioa that must be fultilled, and as a new prommse
¢ Then opened he theis understandings, that they
might undesstand the seriptures, and said unto
them, ‘Fhus i is wrillen, and thus it behoved
Christ to sutfer, and to rise {rom the dead the
third day, and that repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in his nama among all na-
tions, bezinninig at Jerusalem.  And ye are wit-
nesses of these things.™  But particutar qualitica-
tions will be necessary ¢ Ye shall reecive power
from on high,” said he, ¢ after that the Holy
Ghost i3 come upon youn; and ye shall be witnes-
ses unto me, both in Jeinsalem and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.” Buat peculiar danzers wall assail them :
& All power is mine,’” said heg 2o, and you
shall move uader the shield of Qmuipotence § to!
1 am with vou always, cvea to the end of the
world.”  Thus, making the most comprehensive
provision, and tehinz the whole responsthility of
success on himself, his last word to his witnesses
was, & Go--his Jast act waes to bless and dismiss
them to their work—and the last impression he
left on their minds was, that his church was to be
essentially missionary, or agaressive.

And as this was the last indication of his will
on carth, you know how his fisst act in heaven
carresponded withit,  Let thescenes of Pentecost
attest.  The eternal Spirit himself came down—
came expressly 1o testify of Christ--came to be
the great missionary spirit of the church, to ¢4 cou-
vince the world of sin.¥  You know how the wit-
nesses hegan at Jerusalem, when three thousaud
souls received their testimony.  You know Low
their hesitation to quit Jerusalem and Judea was
gradnally overcome—how a Paul was added, fike
ancw missionary clement infused into their spirit
—and you can conceive how they must have felt,
in the tenns of his new commission o be a witnos,
to the Gentiles, as if their own on1:inal commise
sion had been renewed and reinforeed. You hnow
how they weze divinely allured Jurther and fure
ther from Jerusalem—how vision after vision drew
them on to invade 1he norgklionring territosios of
idolatry—and how, at lensth, when evena Paul
evinced a teluctance to pass the ast liait of Jew-
ish restiiction—when cven he scrupled ts leave
the coniines of Asia—you know liow a vision was
seen fur back in the western regions of idolatry—
the emmblem of Latope~in the person of the Ma-
cedonian suppliant, saying, # Com: over end help
us.?  Busting that last eaclosure, the uttermost
citcle of restrictiony hic was not disobedient to the
hicaventy sisten; and the chirch found itself fuily
committed to uts oty olfice of travensing the
world.

But was there no danger lest the chureh shouid

cety ander the inuence of its old attachments,
%.‘.«t back a lingering louk to Judea, lestit should
debase ond jocalise vedigion by regarding Jerusa.
lem a8 its radlving poind, and tae toznlplc as its
Lome? Judair m, and the place whese for ages it
had dwelty e forthwith swept away 5 houce-
forth but two jarties 21 to b 1eft on the carth—
tae missionary witacssing cliuzch of Chiisg, and
the listening werlle  Thus Ju'ea, which had! been
the goal of the old veligiva, the rostinge place atter
its wandennzs, now breome the steting-poi.t of
the Clisistian chuich, for the race of the world,
‘The old ceonemy had eapected the world to be
snissionaty, oud tosctd toit. The nuw ceonany
requires the chureh o be misvionatyy and to send
to the wosld,  And if the wating .l statienary
character of thit chureh had been embien.ati. ally
sepresented by the bending chermtim en the met-
cy-scat, the new missionay ciureh wes hence-
forth to be represented Ly ancther mighty angel,
fying in the midst of hezven, having the ever-
lasting gospel 1o preach to every nation and Lin-
dred, 2nd tengur, and peopley that dwell cn the
c3tite .
And now, we might have thought, the Savicus

has surely made it sufficiently apparent that his
people are to be his toutnesses to the world, No-
thiny more can be necessary to shew that this
great ohject enters wto the very desisu and prin-
ciple of the church,  But not o thousht the Sa-
viour humselfs  Once more dovs he come forth and
reiterate the truth.  When we might bave sup-
posvd that tus voies would be heard no more—
ongce agan does he come forth, and break the si-
lence of the church 5 awl the subjeet on which he
speaks is the mussionary character of his church.
Not that his chuteh had lost sizht of its office.
His witnesses were carrying their testimony inall
directions,  But asaf the angel having the ever-
lasting gospel did not yet speed on his way fast
ciough to satisfy the yearnings of infinite com-
passion, or as il he feared that angel would stop
ere the whole eath, the last creature, had heard
the gospel tesimony=te came forth personally,
and announced— The Spirit and the bride say,
Came 3 and let him that heareth say, Come 5 ond
I+t himy that is athirstycome 5 and whososver will,
et him come, and take of the water of life free-
1y Oht where is the tongue that can do jus-
tice to the bonndless henevolence of this final de-
ciaration of Christ. What isthe comparison which
can adequately illustrate it?  Picture to your
minds a larze company of travellers, destitute of,
water, while crossing one of the vost deserts of
the cast.  For days previous they have had bare-
Iy suilicient to moisten their parched Jips ;3 but
now their stock is quite exhausted. Onwards
they toil for a time, in the hope of finding a re-
freshing spring, But the unclouded sun above,
and the burming sands beneath, render some of
them unable to procecd—they lie down, never te
rise agnin.  The 1est agree to separate, and to
take defferent directions, in the hope of multiply-
ing their chances of discovering water.  After
long wandersng in thic almost forlomn pursuit, one
of then lints himself on the margin of a stream.
Suking his enraged thirst, he immediate’y thinks
of his fellow-travellgrs. l.ooking around, and.
pereeaving one in the distance, he litts up his
voice, and shouts to him, with all his returning
strengthy to come.  He communicates the reviv-
ing signal to another still further off, and he to a
third, till th~ very extremities of the desert ring
with the cheerinz call to cone.

Brothiren, that desert is the moral waste of the
wotld; those perishing travellers, perishing by
inillions, are our fellow-men; that living spring
is the redemption of Chiist 3 the titst that drank
of 1t was his church s that church, cvery member
of it, directly or mdirectly, is to Lft up his voice
to the world, with the divine invitation to come +
wiale the Spirit of Chnst, speaking through them,
gives the call effect.  Every ons that hears the
call is to transwnit it further stitly tall it has reach-
¢d the very last of human kind, and the world]
cchoes with the welcome sound.

Brethren, such is the seripture theory of the
Chiistian choseh,  Its mainbets awe witnesses for
Christ to the world.  Every place to which their
insttumentality reaches is meant to be a centre
for extending it toa pont further still.  Every
individual added to it ic meant to he an additional
agent for propagating the sound of salvation on-
wards, till a ciain of living voices has been car-
ried around the globe, and from pole to pole, and
the carth grows vocal with the voice of the church
witnessing for Christ.

1I.

Now, if the desizn of the Christian church be
essentially that of a missionaty witness, we may
eapect 10 nd that every paue of its history illus-
trates ond corroborates this « uth.  No law of na-
ture cin be obeyed withoui advantage to him who
obeys its nor vielut dy wathout avenging itself,
and vineaceting its auteoiity.  The same is true
of the laws of the Christian church. And, ac-
cordinzly, we find—szcondly, that in every ageit
has jrospcred of declined just in propostion as it
Bas fultilicd or neglected this primary law of ats
coastitution. This mizkt be demonstrated by an
induction of the gzreat facts of its history. Puton
an oceasioa like the present, we must confine on:-
selves ta general remarks, .
And herey need 1 temind you, that the pesiod
ol its first, 112 greatest acuvity, was the scason of

1ts gieatest presperity 2~thatat expanded without
the aid of any of man’s favourite mstrumcntah‘.;
—leamning, cloquence, wealth, or arms 2—that it
achieved its triumphs in the face of it all 7—that

though Persccution ten times kindl.d her fitss,
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the blood of the church ton times put them out ?
—that it saw some of its bitterest foes become its
champions and maityrs, and new territories con-
stantly added to its dowmains ?—that its prosress
fiom place to place was mauked by the fall of ido
temples—the hanners of the cross floated over the
throues of idolatry——and God caused it to tiiumnph
in every place?  And why all this, but because
the church was acting in character, answering its
end, fullibingitsoffice, us the witness of Christ to
the world 2

2! had we witnessed the activity of its first
days—had we heard only of its carly history, and
trivmphant progress from and to land—how natu-
rally might we ask, ¢ How long was the church
in completing a universal conquest 7—At whut
precise period did India embrace the faith of
Christ 2—How long was it hefore China was evan-
gelised 2—Was thers no. a ycarof jubilee on carth,
when the gospel had been preached to the last of
the spevies; and in what year did it oceur?  A-
las! fur the church, that these inquiries should
sound so strange ! and alas, for the world! and
alas, too, that the most stiiking historical iVus-
trations of the design of the chuich should be
thuse drawn from its neglect of that desizn!

. Need Eremind you that the cessation of its ac-
tivity was the cessation of its prosperity 7 From
the moment the church lost sight of its appiopriate
character, it began to lose ground to the watld,
Its members, instead of witnessing for God, began
to bear false witness against cach other. When
it ouzhit to have been the almoner of Gud to the
world, it became the great extortioner, absorbing
the wealth of the nations. When it ought lo have
been the centre whenee rediated the Jight of life,
it was the focus, diawing to itsclf the learning
and the vain philosophy of heathenism. When it
ought to have been the birth-place of souls, it was
the grave of picty—so that, in order to live, it was
necessaty o leave it. When its members should
have been the peacemakers of the world, it wasa
camp—the great school of war. When it should
have been checking political umbition, it has been
used as the greot cngine of states. When it
should have been furhishing maity1sto the wosld,
it has itself been a great mortysium, in which to
witness for God was {o burn.  And the strenath
of the chuich, which should have been all put
forth in agaressive ellorts, has been wasted in the
strife of internal discords.

What was the history of the Christian church
—what hes been the history of any branch of that
church, when it has once Jost its essential aggres-
sive character, but the closing scenes of Judaism
enacted over again? What do we sce, in such &
case, but the spirit of picty displaced by the spirit
of discord?  Scribes, Phatisces, and Sadducecs—
the proud, persecuting, and worldly, among its
members? The great doctiines of grace supplant-
ed by outward forms? What do we see but the
Son of God rejected, betrayed for money, deseited
hy his professed disciples, delivered into thehands
of his encmies, recciving the mockery of homnﬁ
crucilicd afreshy and put to an openshame ¥ Whaly'
then, do we sce in that church but fearful signs
of approaching judzm-nts? till, ot lenath, when
it ought to have been vanquishing the world—
the world, like the Roman ariny, ddvances, be-
seizes, and destroy's the church.

But'as every depatture of the church from its
agzrescive design is sure to be avenged, 50 every
teturn to that character has been divinely acknow-
ledged and hlessed.  Had we no facts at hand to
ptove this, the calls which our Lord gave to the
seven Asictic churches tovepent their first works
and his promises of prosperity if they did so, weul
lead us to infer it ; the uniformity of the diyine
procedute would vearrant us to cxpectit 5 the ve-
Ty return itselfy implyving, as it would, a divine
influence, would itsclf be a proof.ef it. But facts
are at hand. The history of every protestant
Christian church in Britain, duting the last fifty
years, demonstrates, that every Tetum to spiritaal
activity is, in so far, a retumn todivine prosperity.
Ascertain the measure of holy activity and devo-
tedness in any church, and yon have ascertained
the measure of its infcrnal prosperity. So thata
percon might, at any time, safely say, €« Tell me
which branch of the Christian church is the most
s~ nturally active ond aggressivein i!uyitit; and
I wall tell'you which is the most prosperons.”

And the reason of this is sufficicntly obvious.
The planct is then moving in its appointed orbit,
the church is then moving in  line with the pur-



