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LF.T 1as considet SOMP Of the molre proaaineaît cases
Of Jiaptisin recordcd La flic Ncwv Testament, enad
sec %vit appeas tR lu I'-ve baeneui<a probable mode
Of B.aptismr li taosa Cases.

1. Wce wilt hecin with the case of Saut of Tat-
sus *-

Saut was struck tolte cai <la, oa lais way te Da-
mascus, hay a.sualden hlan.e of fiight; and a voice
proclianed, "I amn Jesus, whioni tlwu lacîsectit-
est."l lias eyýes %vere 4t llastcd tvitl excess of
Iiglat.11 sa ilta he Was bitllat tiarcedays andi tharee
Iligbîâs. Yin can casily imagine lias cxcitcîeaî<
of mini, and lais consequetat îrobtt-ataon of bodily
strengtl, e.çpccially Milen )-ou consister tlaat dur-
iaag tflesle Ihrce days aa:d tharce niglitse 114 lie nci-
<lier diii eat ner ilrisiL*.'-

As hc szt in tlic liouie, thece came ta laim cite
or fais iiittittied victiins, thîe teader of the Ctaristiétu

ban, ad rbaby he onc te whomj lie %vould
firt hve 1 ae volence. l'le meck disciple la) s

tais banad litain the bliaid man's lacaha and says,
ci Ilrother Saii, the Lard, cven Jesus, mwho ais-
pearcd to tbce il% the %vay as <hou camnest, lias
sent me that thais sayest reccive thy s*t7lat, and
be fillcd with lite Iloly ghaost."1 Werc thiere nec
,trois emotions ln the autisait of Saut, at flic pres-
sure of thai bandl, andi ut tlhe sarait of <liat veace T
And %îlîen 11«there feul from lais eycs, as il haad
beens scales, anad lie tccived nalt~ nd lookcd
round uapat the littlc company cf disciples watch-
ing hM %ith wonder andi cornpasion, andi com-
paredl the scene with thec aaticajîatedl sccnes cf
blooti for wlaicl lae hati corne ta thai tplace, coid
bais condition have been saîch as te admit of hais bc-
in.- ledl out ta a iiver tu hie immcaised ? lie liat
alot catera anlytling for thcre days -.lait tlaree taiglats,
andi «Il rant calt tilt he liait haccu haaîiaaed; fat il
is saidl, Ci lie arase anal %vas taaptized ; andi tîliai
ho receivetl ment lie %vas streilgt.îenied." 1mwi
natural ta supîpose that %vater %vas apidiced tu laien
in a way consistent with lais exlaaustedl condition.
1< is niost rationaal te suppose tuatil1 was donc by
aimaien.

Tite public bapýtisa ai Saul, Ille peeCcttr, In
Ailtaiia or laarplaar, rivers cf Danîascu~w oî,

have made sîacl an implression in favour thrs
tianlity, that il is probable il catild iot have lier
Cs.nittcu!, if the practice of lis- ipiçiles liai h'ersa te
b.%ptize tî> immaîersion. llîey %voiili laà've sr.t;
ciied failli %villa ment, -andcti Weco woliave anad'e
a giaî: occaxiluaî of liii l3.ajtiesm. IladtitIis icu
doue, it secms probiable tli.î<sis excitin, a sertnc
wvouId have lacets notices] lev flic sacreti listoriani.
liat il kç net ýaid tlaat Saiiwent -iiywlàere, inc.!
thli Batisrn kç iisst-d oer witlî a friv wordg, lie-

cause, as Nve fiievc, il teck place' iu tfie ln
ani wes pierfotani hy spiliî,iaaîaas tIai
conditmna cf Saut coulai not have Iscaminti atuv
other modle.

1l. Anothter case in whieli therc ;% cvcry reasoii
ta believe t1iat the moi!e of ilaptism %v'as tnt ian-
inrsicn, is iliat cf tie jailer aI l'hilirpi. P>aul
andi Siua wexa' gniscdl ;laiti sûre, fron Ille sItip-s
îvhiclî îliy laad but juSt rcccivCIl. Ille earUa-.
quake liait, cf course, ael:arnicti tlic city, anti tlic
rtreets were not soi emlbîy aid Ntili a.< it other
limes. Can any onc suppose that Paul ani Suns
wouid have ventureti forth, with a %vlaie heuta-
halai, into lite strrctit Cra city jaist alasmeti by an
ratthqake 1c Woului the jailer have bail suda
a!iscegard foc lais own lire, andi fer Ihat of Ili pos-
ties, as to have carleal titest $tale prisaners ont-

sla tie lariben gates at nuidis.aiht? liVotild file
siiosules have veaiture isaie a rivecr, I tiat sa0a-
son, ils ftle wotiaiied state cf tlacir bodies ? Cati
ativ oe suppose tbat immearsiona field sucli a place
ils ftle mnds cf tlie apio.tl.s, tiait thaey wvouhl dis-
reg-ard ailt <lese circutnstances, fer flie purpose of
gt.ting <lais family hlate a river at file deati cf

hliglit ?
ti Biat tile jaiher, andti ais laoiasclaulî, andt Saut,

inay haire becti immersei in a 1) atlîag ii essel."1
Anad tlaey sn10! hîaro been slriaikilt. Oaae suas-

posiin is as, guoti as tlhe ailier.
Thac is lalole jarobability that siiiakliflg or

peuriaîg %vas useil, ilian immaersion ait a taathaîm,
ve T1 lhaere is sornctiiaag offensive andi unna-

<niai in <ilie suappositionî et the latter salaode. Tialii
of ilac proess et b;ajîuiziaig a %viaole f.aanily in <hli
taanner. Frein ilie expression, il ail lis hose

<lacre %vould scema tu haave lcais -a consialcrablc
aîumber liiftle jaaler's f,îaniy, catlier of adits or
claldrcn. Suppîose thiat tlaey were ill adulta ,

aaad tliaa some eh* fins were sucha, is laeba-ble froin
tlhe occupation cf <hiejailer, wlaicla requireai as-
sistants or servants. A bhing vessel is filleai;
tlae jaister *is crdu±red te prtepare laiiniself, lits famîly
andl domestics, te bic im:ncrsed. Is at probable
Iliat tlaey ail liait arnieaits stedt thla service ?
Onec of thcm lies cýown an tile vesse], andi Paul or
Salas hienas Iais acliing body, andin an a ing,
breaks thae %vannais vhici hia stiffencd in thear
blood. It reiires aie s'liait exercîse of silrntil
te la). a full-~ae mani isatis a bathing vessel, andi
lift laim sai zamain, anti the apostlcs, anly a feiw
fleurs befoie, »liait laera seveccly beaten. Thae
service for the jailer is inisbed. The %vite comes
niext ; ait haaaar before, siae 'vas a lacatlien, ait! bati
jusi receiveti ianpacssioaas of divine triath ivlaici
bail filleul lier %vila wonalcr andi joy ;now slie 15
comtinaniae ta lie clown in thae batlaing_ vessel be-
fort lier servants, andi two strange Jcwis.

Is the çanie tvater lascif for tracta successive
su!ject'i Or arc their ceiaîmon feelings ofdecen-

C.3 such <lai the vessel muast hie emptieti aid faîheal
3gi afcreaclillaptisin7 Nonnefthemwotild

Ord=rl b.aliei lte wàter wviicla anothier hlalt
ammerqeti limsclf ili ;<bey, therefore, tiaitt have

fillel Ille % csel rcai lame %vila l en .Vater ;
analt aIl tlais is suapposdl to ]lave been donc lu that
anost interesting liourw~hen the mids ofithe hanase-
hiolti werc «tvakcaîeai int anxiouas, or %vere just
tCjoicing inliope. «rîit-r thougiats mus< lie turneti
off faemn Charist and <lie .vay of salvation, Io the
îarocess of 1l ing ulown ira a bxtlainz ycssel-a ser-
vice %vlaicli maast have larei strangely inconsigsta
%villa thleir $talte cf aniald anal inaîsi have giveio
Ille",t liait iliaapacssiolis of a religion thiat coulaI ne-

uttect the sol! il, ils moienitsi cf intense feeting,
for a cerenmoiy sis iaîconveaiient, ianuattîral, andl
ai palipr, aaad cf lutdicrous rallier lisait impressive
cffct.

Notl i% k gaineti hy supposinn' tli;.t tîisre tva%
a , la4caîanli of vesscls ils the liciicC or prison.

Tiie îaerforiance cf a service tlaat requircu! sodat
effir< on thae part of the apinsUces, anad soda pretia-
ritio ars lius Ilaiait of flic lioiischohii, ai sisal a
timc-n service <hiat must have occ.asinned a dis-

trintor thiouglit andi fécling, wliich thte .ajos-
tics %volail havi' laen iuxicas% Io prevent-hast no
:srealatace cf prohalit 'y in ils faveur.

Buat ]ont, i a difftent scorie. Tite fasnily Mte
c.it!arre iii cte tri. Onîe cf the tlic-tes i5
pireadain-, ta ilirrn J.çt-s. 'llie %way te bc savedl
is cleatly pointeul ont1; anc af<er Anothier breaks
forthi in -orne explression of penitcnce, confcssion
or joy. The a.po.-tles alisccrsi the evideuce of tmue
conversion, anal %ish ta consecrate the lîcusehiti
ta the Clîiitiaii faiti. Wa<cr is ltought in a
couvenaient formi. Each bows the bicad, anal the
crnhilcm ofthe Siti's influence descends l ike the.

smatll aiaî upnn<lie teaider lacrh>. Ahi is stih,save
%iiaci (lie atame of <ilae Fathier, talc Son, anad the
loly <]haos<, is uttered lly tlie apostle, or <ilae feel-

iaîgs cf (hie aiew conveits break tharouzli the ce-
straiaat of time service. Evcrythiag mi thue scelle
deepens ii ianpressioaascof divine trutia; aie chiange
ef garanents, ne l.abouir, ane proinaiscueous iaîeetiig,
or exposure, arounti a bath, distuchis <hie thaouglats
ef thie ialuircrs after eternal life. Il is dîlffcuit
te blieve tia< <hais lîousehohd were net bapti,.ed
by> sprailiaag.

lit. Thae casqe cf the cunucli îvill nex< hie cou-
sidereil. Milen lic aaid, c' Sec, huere is ivaleri,
wlaat reaseai is thîcre fer concluding, thiat il %vas a

deepa river, and not a shaaliow stream ? Ansl whiy
ceu id they not go Clown oui of Mue chariot tu a brook,
as well as clown ini a river? fer the prepositions
hîcre asseil, înav be rendereti cither %vay. Il is as
pirobabile tuat the eaînuci descrical a running strcam
by thei roati-side, as Ihat tlaey came in siglit cf a
lake or river.

Besiles, if the expression, clown tinta the wale,,
certaigihy deatotes tua! the eanuch %vas immrerseti,
tin Il<îitipi must have hecut imminet also; fer

tlaey, bath %vont clown inao, the watec, 1-botta P'hil-
lip anti the cianucla." Mduy do nlot censider that
clown ioto, Jaoa, not mcan dia tinder; if i< de,
the cunauch must haave immersei M>ilita, or Plip
must hiave plungest anto flie slrcam ; for eue went
as much iute thic îatcr as fic oiller. Thec prepe-
sition lîcre assot do flot aîecessarily lead auy far-
ther thian to the etige of the water-down Ite 
îvater. Anti tlion, aliowîing that tlîey diii stop
int the wvatcr, il is as lîkcly that sprnghing look

palace, as immecrsion.
It is net probabhle iliai the euuaucit would lat the

-acints, ait wlaich hie îvas r1diaîg, lapon hais ivet
bodly; nor thiat lae biatl coiaveauieaces for making
liaatself co.-nfortahile after bataiîîg; stor lIat lie
toek thie troublhe ta haave lais chaange of raimetit ce-
moyeil front ils s3cnred palace; fer lie mcerelv com-
anandeal thie claîrijot te stand tuil, anti took atothing
twith faimn tu tlîte %vatet, wor dtia a servant bouanyev
thairg after lam, nor (Io çe reail t!aî lie %vont
tharougl a ny pracesç of arrayiin; iimself afreshî
aCter lais liapitism. Tie whol- nararative ha-aves
tlie impression tapon the minai, that lie and 1'tailip)
stocal an flic waters or hay the side cf il, <ntccordisig
as <lie proposition as translated clwivt m, or dowa
lo,) andl Ilat P:asihip bhiaîîzeu faimi %villa tvater rais-
est in lits handi. I lere, if any change a: ai! vr.is
ucedect in Ilacir alress, jit coutl caaly have bcers ta
ioose licir sandals frein <lîcir fort; for lu thia
couaiitrs, thie latver pari cf tlie lî:nas îvas larc,
andth laisose garmcatt w!aich lîey %vore areuana
illeris coa ti1y tic aa1ncu Viilit bois)- re-
niaveti. We ficTer sec the picture of 4C Pluilip
bapliziai; the etunaicla," in ivhiici tlaey arc boitm
represcnteti as Up ta thacir -Ivaists in tvater, tvithi-
ont thiaîking of aIl1 the iasacouîvraiscnces hiefore andl

aftec <lhc service, %vhîch i nake i< improbiable that
immersion rvas tise mnode cf Biptiem. I is much
more easy ta thîink or <hsem as standing- l'y Ille
suie of lIme water, andi the Ethiopiar, tvitlanut tie
confausion %vliidai expcsire ta a stranger %volait] c-

rcion, %vailhiont Ilac inconvenaiencc or trouble cf a
change oref c trhle uatua agitation tvhichaaay
one fecis in filie lianas of another in Ille Water, re-
ctivan-, fioan Pthp the simple stgna of lit aillin
cf Goils Spirit, whaite the srnall drcoits that flow
from lais temples tapon ]lis tiress, affa-ct lais minai
more than thie vinlent rusliing- cf wavcm over lmn.
Without excitemeul, agitation, or aielay, liis
thoutghts averleti net cecn fur a momtent tay the
simple rate front the themie of lhiip's discoursir,
and bearing ion tais heat ile freili emialeta cf hais
sepatation ta the Chuistian faith, hie asccuds the
chariot, anti gocs on bis W&Y rejeicing.


