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DIVINITY.

SCRIPTURE BAPTISMS.
5Y THE REV. NEHEMIAN ADAMS.
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LET us consider some of the more prominent cases
of Baptism vecorded ia the New “Lestament, and
sce what appears to have been the probable mode
of Baptism in those cuses.

. We will begin with the case of Saul of Tar-
sU8 1—

Saul was struck tothe caith, on his way to Da-
mascus, by a sudden blaze of light ; and a vaice
proclaimed, «1am Jesus, whom thou petsecut-
est? s eyes were “llasted with excess of
Yight,? so that he was blind three days and three
nights. You cen easily imagine s excitement
of mind, and his consequent prostration of bodily
strength, especially when you consider that Jur-
ing these three days 2ud three nights, < he nei-
ther did eat nor drink.”

As he sat in the house, there came to him one
of his intended victins, the leader of the Chiristian
band, and probably the onc to whom he would
first have done violence. The meck disciple lays
his hand upon the blind man’s head, and says,
¢ Brother Saul, the Lord, cven Jesus, who ap-
pearcd to thee in the way as thou camest, has
sent me that thou mayest reeeive thy sight, and
be filled with the Holy Ghost.” Werc there no
strong ¢motions in the mind of Saul, at the pres-
sure of that hand, and at the sound of that voice 2
And when there fell from his eves, as it had
been scales, and he received sight,”” and looked
round upon the little company of disciples watch-
ing him with wonder and compassion, and com-

hared the scene with the anticipated scenes of
Llood for which he had come to that place, could
his condition have been such as to admit of his be-
ing led out to a tiver to he immersed? He had
not eaten anything far three days and three nights,
and did noteat Gl he had been baptized ; for it
is said, ¢ He arose and was bptized 3 and when
he received meat he was strengthened.?  How
natusal to suppose that water was applied to him
in a way consistent with his exhausted condition.
It is most rational to suppose that it was done by
affusion. . )

The public baptism of Saul, the pessecutor, in
& Athana or Pharphar, rivers of Damascus,” wouli
have made such an impression in favour ol Chris-
tianity, that it is prabable it would net have beea
omitted, if the practice of the apastles had beento
baptize by immersion. They would have strenatii-
ened huin with meat, and then would have made
a grcat occasion of his Baptism.  1ad this been
done, it scems probable that so exciting a scene
would have been noticed by the sacred historian.
But it is not <aid that Sanl weat anywhere, and
the Baptism is passcd over with & few words, he-
cause, as we helieve, it took place in the houss,
and was performed by sprinkling, inasmich asthe
condition of Saul could not have peimitted any
other mode.

Il. Another case in which thete is cvery reason
1o belicve that the mode of Baptism was tiot im-
mersion, is that of the jailer at Philippi. Paul
and Silas wete bruised and sore, from the stripes
which they had but just received. The earth-
quake had, of course, alarmed the city, and the
strects were not so cmpty and stiil as at other
times. Can any one suppose that Paul and Silas
would have ventured forth, with a whole house-
hold, into the strects of 2 city just alatmed by an
earthquake ?  Would the jaiter have had such
disregard for his own life, and for that of the apos-
tles, as to have carried these stale prisoners ont-

side the prison gates at midnight? Would the
aposties have ventured into a river, at that sea-
son, in the wounded state of their bodies?  Can
any one suppose that immersion held such a place
in'the minds of the apostl:s, that they would dis-
regard all these circwinstances, for the putpose of
gcl;in%; this family into the river at the dead of
night

“But the jailer, and his houschold, and Saul,
may have been immersed in a buhing yessel.,”?

Aud they may have been sprinkled.  One sup-
position is as good as the other.

‘Fhere is moie probability that spinkling or
pouring was used, than immersion n a bathwng
vessel. ‘There is something offensive and unna-
tural in the supposition of the latter mode.  Think
of the process of baptizing a whole famaly in this
manner. From the expression, ¢ all lus house,”
there would secem to have been a considerable
number m the jaler’s family, cither of adults or
children.  Suppose that they were all adults ;—
and that some of themn were such, is probzble from
the occupation of the jailer, which required as-
sistants or servants. A bathing vessel is filled;
the juiler is ordered to prepare umself, hus famaly
and domestics, to be im:nersed.  1s at probable
that they all had garments suited to the scrvice?
One of them lies down in the vessel, and Paul or
Silas bends his aclung body, and i so deing,
breaks the wounds wiuch had stiffened in their
blood. It requires no small exercise of sirength
to lay a full-sized man into a bathing vessel, and
lift him up again, and the apostles, only a few
hours before, had been severely beaten. The
service for the jailer is tinished, ” The wife comes
next; an hour before, she was a heathen, anl had
just received impressions of divine truth which
had filled her with wonder and joy; now she is
commanded to he down in the bathing vessel be-
fore her servants, and two strange Jews.

Is the same water used for cach successive
sulject? Or are their common feelings of decen-
cy such that the vessel must be emptied and filled
again after each Baptism 2 Noone of them would
ordinarily bathe in the water which another had
tmmersed himselfin; they, therefore, must have
lilled the vessel cach time with clean water ;—
and all this is supposed to have been done in that
most interesting hour when the minds of the liousc-
hold were awakened and anxious, or were just
rejoicing in hope. ‘Theirthoughts must he turned
ofi fiom Christ and the way of salvation, to the
pracess of lying down in a bathing vessel~a ser-
vice which must have been strangely inconsistent
with their state of minid, and must have given
them bad imjuessions of a religion that could ne-
slect the soul in its moments of iutense leeling,
for a ceremony so inconvenient, unnaturzly and
improper, and of ludicrous rather than impressive
cllect.

Nothing is gained by supposing that there was
a large nunher of vessels in the Fiouse or prison.
The performance of ascrvice that required sach
cffort on the part of the apostles, and such prepa-
ration on the pat of the louschold, at such a
time—a service that must have occasioned a dis-
traction of thought and feeling, which the apas-
tles wauld have been anxious to prevent—has no
sanhlance of prohability in its favour.

But Jook at a different scene.  The family are
sathered in one tocm.  One of the aposties is
preaching to them Jesvse The way to be saved
is cleatly pointed out; onc after another breaks
forth in some capression of penitence, confession
orjoy. The aposties discern the evidence of ttue
conversion, and wish to consecrate the household
to the Christian faith. Water is brought in a
cenvenient form. ISach bows the head, and the
emblem of the SpiriU’s influcnee descends like the
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small 1ain upon the tender herb.  Allis stillysave
when the name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, is uttered by the apostle, or the feel-
ings of the new converts break throuzh the re-
straint of the service. LEverything mn'the scene
deepens the impressions of divine truth ; no change
of gantinents, no labour, no promiscuous meetinz,
or cxposure, around a bath, disturbs the thoughts
of the inquirers after eternal life. It is difficult
to believe that this houschold were not baptized
hy sprinkling.

11 The case of the eunuch will next be con-
sidered.  When he zaid, ¢ See, here is water,?
what reason is_there for concluding that it was a
decf river, and not a shallow stream?  And why
could they not go down out of the chariot tu abrook,
as well as down info a yiver? for the prepositions
hiere used, may be rendered cither way, It is as
prohable that the eunuch descried a running stream
by the road-side, as that they came in sight of a
lake orriver.

Besides, if the expression, dowa inlo the water,
certaiuly denotes that the eanuch was immersad,
thon Philip must have heen immeised also; for
they both went down into the water, ¢ both Phi-
lip and the cunuch.” Many do not consider that
down info, docs not mean dowa under ; if it does,
the cunuch must have immersed Philip, or Plulip
must have plunged into the stream ; for one went
as much info the water as the other. The prepo-
sition here used do not necessarily lead any fur-
ther than to the edge of the water—down o the
water.  And then, allowing that they did stop
into the water, itis as likely thatspringling took
place, as immersion.

It is not probable {hat the eunuch would put the
garments, i which he was riding, upon his wat
body ; nor that he had conveniences for making
himself comfortable after bathing; nor that he
took the trouble to have his change of raimeut re-
meved from itssacured place ; for he merely com-
wmanded the charsot to stand stilly and took nothing
with him to the water, nor did aservant bearany-
thing after him, nor do we read that he weat
through any process of arrayinz himself afresh
after his Baptism. The whole narrative leaves
the impression upon the mind, that he and Philip
stood 1n the water, os by the side of it, (according
as the preposition is translated down info, or down
f0,) and that Philip baptized him with water rais-
cd in his hand.  Here, if any change at all was
nceded in their dress, it could only have been o
loose their sandals from their feety for in those
cauntrics, the lower part of the lunbs was bare,
and the loose garment which they wore around
them could easity be adjusted without being re-
moved. We never sce the picture of < Phili
baptizing the eunuch,” n which they are both
represented as up to their waists in water, with-
out thinking of all the incouveniences before and
after the service, which make it improbable that
immersion was the mode of Baptism. It is much
more casy to think of them as standing hy the
side of the water, and the Ethiopiar, without the
confusion which expesure to a stranger would oc-
casion, without the inconvenience or trouble of a
change of dress, or the natural agitation which any
onc feels in the hands of another in the water, re-
ceiving from Philip the simple sign of the affusion
of God’s Spirit, while the small drops that flow
from his temples upon his diess, affzct his mind
more than the violent rushing of waves over him.
Without excitement, agitation, ot delay, his
thoughts averted not even for 2 moment hy the
simple ntc from the theme of Philip’s discearse,
and bearing up.on his licad the fresh emblem of his
separation to the Chiistian faith, he ascends the
chariot, and gocs on his way rejoicing.




