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on the Niagara fronticr, at both of which
places personal property was respected, and
the public buildings were alone destroyed.

‘It was certainly matter of just and reason-
able expectation, that the humane and liberal
course of conduct pursued by his Excellency
on these different occasions, would have had
its due weight with the American government,
and would have led it to have abstained, in
the further porsecution of the war, from any
acts of wantonness or violence, which could
only tend ununecessarily to add to its ordinary
calamities, and to bring down upon their own
unoffending citizens a retaliation, which,
though distant, they must have known would
await and certainly follow such conduct.

¢ Undeterred, however, by his Excellency’s
example of moderation, or by any of the
consequences to be apprehended from the
adopuon of such barbarous measures, the
American forees at Fort George, acting, there
is every reason to believe, under the orders,
or with the approbation of their government,
for some time previous to their evacuation of
that fortress, ander various pretences, burned
and destroyed the farm houses and buildings
of many of the respectable and peaceablo in-
habitants of that neighborhood. But the full
measure of this species of barbarity remained
to be completed at a season when all its
horrors might be more fally and keenly felt,
by those who were to become the wreiched
victims of it.

“ 1t will hardly be credited by those who
shall hereafter read it in the page of history,
that in the enlightened era of the ninetcenth
century, and in the inclemency of 2 Canadian
winter, the troops of a nation calling itself
civilized and christian, had wantonly, and
without the shadow of a pretext, forced four
hundred helpless women and children to quit
their dwellings, and be the mournful spectators
of the conflagration and total destruction of
all that belonged to them.

t Yet such was the fate of Newark on the
10th of December, a day which the inhabit-
ants of Upper Canada can never forget, and
the recollection of which caunot but nerve
their arms when again opposed to their vin-
dictive foc. On the night of that day, the
American troops under Brigadier General
M‘Clure, being about to evacuate Fort George,
which they could no longer retain, by an act

I

of inhumanity disgraceful to themselves and
to the nation to which they belong, set fire to
upwards of 150 houses, composing the beauti-
ful village of Newark, and burned them to
the ground, leaving without coverng or
shelter, those ‘innocent, unfortunate. dis-
tressed inhabitants,’ whom that officer, by his
proclamation, had previously engaged to
protect.

 His Excellency would have ill consulted
the honor of his country, and thejustice due
to Ilis Majesty’s injured and insulted subjeets,
had he permitted an act of such ncedless
cruelty to pass unpunished, or had he failed
to visit, whenever the opportunity arrived,
upon the inhabitants of the neighboring
Amecrican frontier, the calamities thusinflicted
upon those of our own.

““The opportunity has occurred, and a fuli
measure of retaliation has taken place, such
as it is hoped will teach the enemy to respect,
in future, the laws of war, and recal him to o
sense of what is due to himself as well as to
us.

“In the further prosecution of the contest
to which so extraordinary a character has
been given, his Excellency must be guided by
the course of conduct which the enemy shall
hereafter pursue. Lamenting as his Excel-
lency docs, the necessity imposed upon him
of retaliating upon the subjects of America
the miseries inflicted on the inhabitants of
Newark, it is not his intcotion to pursue
furthier & system of warfare so revolting to
his own feelings, and solittle congenial to the
British character, uniess the future measurés
of the enemy should compel him again to
resort to it.

#To those possessions of the enemy along
the whole linc of frontier which have hitherto
remained andisturbed, and which are now
within his Excellency’s reach, and at the
mercy of the troops under his command, his
Escellency has determined to extend the
same forbearance and the same freedom from
rapine and plunder, which they have hitherto
experienced; and from this determination
the future conduct of the American govern-
ment shall alone induce his Exceliency to
depart.

“ The inhabitants of these provinces will,
in the mean time, be prepared to resist, with
firmness and with courage, whatever atteropts



