
classics. %Ve inust therefc're flot follow
out this TuIe to, its full extent, since we
rnust devote tîwch of aur time ta mîodern
writers aiso.

W~e 110W camne ta a very reinarkable
passage of this poem-. It'says,

,Stàie beauties yet no precepis cati declare,
]-or there's.a happiness as weil ats catre."

B>' this Polpe mecans thiat there are certain
becatities in poetry, which rules cannot
teaclh, and which are but the offspring of
true gertius. Uliese beanties generally
carry with thenw a slight defect, ia correct
or remaove which wotild destruîy the whole

tiiie1 wos mln of these do %ve find in
the vork aio the great paets, and

especially in those of Shiakespeare. Of
theni P'ope says

And riec to farîlis truce critirs dare flot icnd,
Froni vultigar tboutids %viith brave disorder part,

And snatch a grace beyond the reacli of art."

The hast line is ane very lrequently
quotcd, for it heautiftilly expres!,es what
those beauties or -.races are. They are
graces snatched froni beyond the reach of
art. No miles can teachi us how to forrn
these graces silice ihey mîust bc supplied
by aur genlus atone.

A true critic sees but the beauty of the
thoughit and ]et the ideas "4gain the hecart
without passîng through the judgient.»
Cavillers on the cantrary, with eyes sa,
sharp, see not tue grand excellence but
seizing the 3niall fault, destroy ail. Tlhese
critics coîîsider nothing but tlieir mules:
ilhey look upon a work without proper
consideration and thus many beauties
ser faultS just as,

" Sonie figures nioritous andl nisshapedl appear
Considcred singly or beheld ton neair,
'Wlich buit 1praortioned to, ihecir light and plance
D)ue distncée rcconcilcs ta form and grace."'

This is but a .omparison, but by its aid
wce can iuûly u1 îderstand hlow some beauties
in paetry niay sometimes seeni faults.

Pape again turns back ta the Ancients,
praises theni luighly anid endis the fimst part
af the peeni by an invocation.
'<Oh niay sanie spatl, of your celestial tire.
The last the ie-ancst of yc>ur sans inspire
To tacli vain wits a science little knawn
To adImire superior sense enrd daubt theit own.

-The second part of the poem begins
with same very just reflections on pride

*which lie calls the "neve.-failing vice of
fools :
" NNaîiever Nature has in worthi denied

She gives in large recruits of needful pride."
Such %vas the case wlhen Pape hived, so
it is now and ever shial be. F or we ail
knoiv that the proudest are the niost
worthless.
&P ride w'here wit faits stcps in o ur defence

And tilts upi -ill the iiighty void of sonsc."

We sv-Il ail admiit that the ignorant are
ofien the proudest However large mninds
%vhich have received but littie Icarning have
plenty of roomi for pride in large quatities.
On account of this Pope wvrote the follow-
ing %vell known lines.

A ltle leartiiiit, is a dangerous thing
Drink dIep or taste flot the Iierian spring
Their shallow drau-ghts intoxicate the brain
Andi driinking largely sobcrs us a.gain."

By this is nicant that a persan with a
littie knowledge does flot know how niuch
ilhere is to be le-artit but nc who has a
gond eduication fuliv understands bow
rnuch more there is ta, be Iearned and
that he k-nows comparatively nothing.
Pope beautiftully expresses this in the
following oft-repeated lines.
"But more advanced bcholds w-ith strange

surprise
New (listant sccnes of endless science rise.
The increasing prospect tries our w.indering eyes
Hills peep a'er bill and Alps on Alps arise.

There are sanie critics, who without any
consideration whatever search on5, for
trivial faults, overlooking the greater
beauties. But
"A 4 perfect judge will rend each worl, of wit
WVith the sanie spirit as its author writ.'-
For, just as in other works of ait, it i5 flot
one single part that shows the beauty
bnt the whole joir'ed together

Mor.eover, there 1 ia o ork of man that
is perfect and,

WVhoever thinks a faulticss pliece to se
Thinks what ne'er was, nor is, nor ne'er shai lie.

We should therefore examine the work in
general and not look for trivial faults for

"IAs me;n of brecdingt somctitves mnen af vit
To ztvaid great errors muxst the less commit.

Pope now ridicules those critics, who, if
they do not final every single part correct
condemn the whole.

THE~ OIVL


