
THE OWL.

"A termiinology is necessary at timnes to
avoid perpetual circuiocutions thtat would
end in reducing the reader's mmid to a
state of hopeless confusion. I lately carne
across a strikinsg illustration of this
nccessity in a paper written by a distin-
guishied physiologist (Profesýsor H-Iuxley) en
a special point of comparative anatomy
and read sorne rnonîhis ago before the
Royal Society. 1 quote fromn this paper
the more readilv because it flot only serves
to illustrate the necessity of wvhich I arn
now speaking, but . . . that physi
cists of our time are flot a whit behlind the
rnediozeval Doctors in the iiinention of a
technical vocabulary." (1 shall for the
sake of brevity give but a fewv phrases of
the quotation) "'A fourth line traversing
-the union of the illium in front with the
pubis and behind the ischiumn will be the
iliopectineal axis ' ' the cotyloidrarnus of
iqchiuni gives off a stout elongated metis-
chail process backwards' r the cnlairgcd
homologues of the rami )f the ypsiloid
cartilage' the ornithorynchus ' etc. etc.
Nowv as a layman in iXîs branch of k-ý-v
ledge I should be the last to venture the
assertion that such an elaborate termnin-
ology is either unneccssary or uselcss. But
if we bear iii mind that it centres around
one bone in the structure of vertibrites ;
1 think it should make mien of ibis gener.
ation more modeEt iii their diatribes
against the Scholastic: Doctors touching
this ma.-tter." Father Harper proceeds by
.quotations fromn popular works on natural
srience to show that this is no exceptional
case. Fle quotes a page of unpronouncc-
able ternis fromi the hcading of on1e chapter
in Haeckel's work on the t?ozdo 0/41a
in the firsi chapter of which, the author
states that lie has striven <r to present this
branch of science in as popular fornm as
possible." " I thiîîk 1 may safcly say "
adds Fatîxer Hiarper «Ithere are miore
tcchnical ternis iii this one worl tha.n in
the twenîy five volumes of St. Thomas or
the twenty-fivc volumes of Suarez "

After rending thiat the Scholastics "v;ere
won to dispute with cxtrernest stretching
of tic brain about questions dilffcult in-
deed and acute but coniendable neithier
by reason of thecir utility nor of thecir
certitude," I happcnied to pick up the
Byjs(andcreî whierc 1 found the followving -
1He promises to conncct philosophy with

lifé. If he keeps his promise lie ivill do
ivhlat has been liardly donc by any modern

philosopher except the despised Paley.
Tlhe others hae devoted themnselves, to
the quest of sonie sanction »for morality
other than the ilh of the Author of our
being, and superior to exiperience which,
as the debate still continues, they can
scarcely be buppobed to have fouund." I-l e
is speaking of the nev Professur of Moral
Philosophy in Toronto University. 'lHe
promises to connect (mioral) phîilosophy
with hife !" Yes the " debate " continues.
WVere the schools engaged in such
1' debates " it miglit with more justice be
said that they discussed questions corn-
miendable neither for their utility nor for
their certitude.

The origin of ideas wvas, and is, a funda-
mental question with Scholastics. Let us
sec how a writer living mn the full blaze of
modern enflilhtennient settles this ques-
tion. 0f course I do not quote h ni as
a representative modemn philosopher, but*
Dr. Matthews is a clever writer, and ib
thoroughly inîbued with the prcvaiiing
contenipt for the Schoolnien. "«It is true,
iii every-day language we talk of color,
smell, thickness, shape, ttc., rot only as
sensations within us but as qualitie!i in-
hierent in things theniselves ;but it bas
long7 since been shown that they -are only
miodifications of our consciouisness. It is
told of the nietaphysician, Cudwortb, that
in reply to a person who ridiculed the
doctrine of ir.nitc ideas, be told imii to
take down the first book that came to
band in his library, open at randonm, and.
read. The latter opened Cicero's 'Offices'
and bcgan reading the flrst sentences.

Qitamiqzza,,-< Stop,' cried Cudworth,
it is cnough. Tell nie lîoi tbroughi the

.<dnses you acquire tic idea of quza;;zqiiaii!"'
Conclusive, is it flot ? So at least thouglit
MVr. Cudwvortii and I)r. \Mtlews who
quotes it alpproviingly. How in the names
of ail tic gods; au once could lie get the
idea of qzzia.nzqiami if lic hiad neyer se-en
nor liear? the mecaning of the wu 'rd.
Otherwise lie nîight gaze au it til doonis-
day before lie would get thc proper

m9nodification of bis consciousness"
133 tbeir fruits ye shahl kmîow tlei-

The fruits of miorderin philosophies are
pantlîeisnîi, agnosticisni, materialismi. «We
in England," says Ma-Itthcw .Arnold, «find
ourselves with an upper class niaîerialized,
a miiddle class vulgarized, and a lower class
brutalized"'

On ibis continent Ingersoll refiects the


