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WORSIILPPERS AT INARI.
WRITER tells in Mission Studcs.et

%% luat lie baîv ini a becatlien teifhple in
AJaVan. Hie says:

Reeeutly it wvas mygood fortune
tesen ome tlîree Ileurs niear the

rnall temple dedicated te Inari the God et
rite, in Yansndali, ie, Japais.

A main came nder the Torii at, the
appreacli te the little temple and Letore
Êgoing directly Letore the temple, teck off Lis
hat and mufflers and laid thein en tlîeground

atoene suie. Hie then threwv a coin on the
canvas spread Lefere thîe temple, kneeled and*
placed bis bauds together as if fer prayer.
Auether stood funtiier off and clapped lus
iîands, petitieuing ini an iîidiqtinct teile.
Witheut kneeling lie bewed and rpv,.sûd ci
his -way. Suveral little cilidren approached
and jingled the littie Lelîs suspended in fronit
ef the sprcad for coins. Tlîuy dicl tlîis appar-
ently in sport and caxi Le callcl eunirye ýwor-
shippera, if at al. A Lraid et red an d white
twisted cerd lîaugs Leleov the Lellu within
easy reach et aIl, anîd the real idea, et thje bell
seems te Le te awaken the attentien et thie
Ged, as does aIse the clapping et bauds.
Some et the Lelievers de up their offerings et
srnall coin in biltc ef paper, se iliat littie ad
appear aIl over the qpread, Lesides thie coinîs
lyiiig expnsed tn view. Thure is apparently
net thîe sliglîtest fear ou thie part et the
temiple-keepers tlîat Lie, xneney will Le -,telen

et people ail day long and theft would Le
easy.

A wernan came, îcuiceicd, and said lu a
nuîubling toule, a lot et Japaiiese boru with ne

uuderstauidiig et ifs îneaiiiîg berself. Given
in a musical toue it was net offenîsive, Lut oee
mnust iudeed puty lier tliiîîig et the " Vain
repetitiens et fîse Geiitiles."~

A mian camec and Leside lier kizieelcd a me-
meut silent, tlirei-ovig in bis rie (about oee
tentîs et a cent) and depart iug, a man whae
came with Iimi standing aside uutil lie wvas
threugl with bis devotiens as- if the worshsip
was of île iaturest at ail anid a lieux.

A stene treugli et water, as at alrnest al
temples, is ncar, and woedeu ladIes are tîxere
fer thec wershippur's use- Trley dip inte it
the bands. 'wasliing eitlier alteruately, aud
tbeu fremt the baud take eneugîs watcr te
rinse the montli tlîeroîuglly. Tlîey tîsus
shew respect te Inari aud tel prepared te go
befer2 thîe temple.

Tîvo very cegautly d1russed gentlemen,
clad iu silk and furq, caine and disrobed care-
tally eutside thîe znclesure. reviug hats
and overroats, and tlien going bieforu tlue
objcot et wersliip kacled, t oldcd tlîcir
bands, tlîrew l tLeir meiiey and clapped

liands. It seemed too Lad te see such appar-
ently wcll-te-do and intelligent looking mea
worshipping se devoutly in sucli an iiusigni-
iu.tit luukîîîg place %%-lien they inight be
'vor.shipping the Guâ of Wisdou, and love
revealett by Christ.

One couhi but pity theni sincerely, just to
sue theiin, and yet wlîeî yout learii that this is
a, blîrhl %,vliithier bubinlebs ien quite largely
go ini the hope thieir business projeets wvill
succeed, praying that thcy uîay inakze money,
that firus mnay îîot, destroy thieir bouses, that
rubber-, inay îîut trouble theiin and that, crupi
rnay Le plentitul, une teule bes-ide.s pity a
burning desire to teach thein the truc God
and to drive away their taise conceptien of
religion.

Perliaps the clîicf fori ot wvorhip at the
temple of lilari consibt-i ln gits of rice Inari
Luing strictly the god of nie. The worslîipper
approaclies the keepers of thîe temple audlays
down 2 sen (l.à cents> for (lozenl (rice.> The
keepers open abook, write do%-.in theo man's
naine, upoil en(luiring theu saine, and bis place
ef x'esidence, also the arnounit of moey given.

Onîe living in the city niay corne often and
offer, Lut a main several hundred miles
distant, pays 20 sen, 50 sen, or as Iiis heart
prompts him, and trusts the keepers to carry
Lis nie Lefore te temple e' en wbile la is at
li' borne, 2 sen wortli on regular days, until
the money bias Leen used. He receives a
smnall envelope ef dried rice, that lias already
buen efiered, and this lie carnies home to eat
when 111 dispesed or sick, for restoration, or
to give te sonme sick one wbo las commis
siened himi te wership in Lis or hier stead and
secure thîe rie for its liealing pewers. The
keepers Lring ont two littie cones et red nie
on a sinall Dai (plate et w-eed) and attaching
a paper tag, with the worshipper's namne
wnitten, carry it down te the Lenches Letore
the temple.

Some days the ground in front is cevercd
with these plates of rice, the benches net
being sutflcient te liold them. People near
ean corne ut niglit and carry herne the nie
that lias Leen offérud ani they cat it with
real faith ini its virtues, haviiig Lendevoutly
offéed te tise goci But sonie ef it is said to
Lu left for fexes tfint corne at niglit and catit.

1 Iearncd tbat tlieKttiLuslîc <Suinte pniest)
cernes every inerning early te thse temple te
werslsip himself, Lut the wlule cara of the
temple seems te, be lett te the laymen. Two
meni eacîx day guard the, place ansd assist
wershi pers as they useed anîd tlîey are suc-
ceeded% y twve others en the 1fellowing day,
there being this year ten men cbosen te
alternate ia keeping the temple. It reminds
eue et the chaiges et priests geing up frein
Jeriche te Jcrusalem.

The keepers et the PÂle Inari temple sgt


