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Ferdinand was on the very l)rink of ruin, and hadi it not beten
for bis Jesuit trainingc lie would doubtiess have yielded to the
-]emands of the Protestants and have withdcrawnvi froi the con-
fluet, leaving the entire empire in the hands of the Protestant
;tristoeracy. Besqiegred in Vienna, wliere liu was supported by
einly a few hundred troops, Thurn thoughit lie hazd imn at his
illercy; and if lieIîad not stopped to parley with hiim niiighit
cusiIy have destroyed him. Ferdinand's dogged refusai to coli-
promise bis position stoodi him in good stead. Relief arrivedl
-ind his eneinie-s were glad to nmake good their own sip~
Matthias died about this tiniie (Malzrch 161.9;. TIirîoîî(). the ini-
ability of Fredlerick of the I3 lztatiinate and the Elector Johni
George of Saxony to agree upon atny coiniinon basis of action in
the interest of Protest-antismn, Ferdixxaîîd1 wzts elected Eiiper-or
in A.ugust following. 'Two days before, thc Bolieil'an Prote-
tants, hai- reudiatedl the (t!ainis of Ferdinand to tIe Bl3oe-
iniian crowîî, liad elected Frederick kiing of Bohiemia. The war
wvas now well under wvay. Maximilian of Bavaria, who up to
1620 liad lield aloof front th-ý controversy, now tluew- Iimnself*
înto the conifict, -with all his powers. By this tinie Spain aise
-%as ready to support -with «in ariny aîîd with trea-sure the cause
if Ferdinand. Johin George of S-axony, Luthieran thougli he
wvas, could not endure bo see Frederick succeed ini so ambitious
zi scheme as thtat of adding Bohemia, and perhaps the rest of the
terrZ'ory of the house of Austria, to bis liereditary possessions

ndthus hiave lis own relative position dw'%,arfcd. Having
--ecured £rom. Mie Cathiolic, Leagçue assurances that Protestantisu-
-would not be interfered wvith in his own territor3-, lie joiflC(
,hands with the Catiolics iii war ag,:,aiiust Frederick and the
Bohpit-.iîs. Frederick accepted the Boïiemian cr-Dwn against
the advice of Jamcq of England, tIe Prince of Orangre, and ail
the Eleetors. The rcsult it would noV have required prophetie
foresiglit to have foreLold. By this time -Moravia, Silesia, Hun-
gary, Lii!iatia and Axistria -v.ere ail in rebellion against Ferdinand;-
but he lakd VIe resources and the trained armiesof' Spain and
Bavaria ut bis back, besides VIe help of the Protestant Elector
of Saxonv. TlIc Ba«,variani arzny w as led by Tilly, one of the
ixiost, honorable and one of VIe înost, accomplishied generals o?
the agre. The Spauish arnmy liad for its- ie-ad Vue farnous


