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TH DI FIîRENCE B''VE DIVOTlION
AND)1E'TOS

s7( t bis publication is designed to serve the interesîs
(71T of one special devotion a nd i-j also intended to be of
ITsrvice t0 otîxer devotions, 've ,hink it fitting to ex-

pi-lun, at the outset, the mcaning of the wvord devotion
p' operlv so callecd, or the différence het'vecn d/C7o/iofl in

ianld special dc-vo/w;,s.

'I)cv»otioni,' according to Saint Thomas, léresides ini
the wvill. and consisis in the prompt accomplislbment of

-atvrrelates to the service of (;od." Saint Francis of
Sales defines devotion as lé a enrlinclination and
rine(Iil-ss of the lieart to do what mwe know to, be pleasinge
t0 (.ol." Our vencratcd Founder, the Righit Rcverend
Bishop LaRocque. used 10 sav that Il 1)evotion conisists
in a certain ardor whicbi inflailes the soul, urgingy it to
devote itself to God, according to the meastîre of tbat
fe i-v-or."

Conseqitenlil, the effect of devotion is t0 render the
~villsîefasîi is jpîrpose of scrving Godl under aIl cir-

cunmstances and ini spite of ail obstacles. 1-lence, devotion
is onie; il abides in the inmiost soul and bas God for ils
<c',z/uia obýjeet aiRI end.

Special I evotions, on tbc otber hand, are manifold.
Tbevic are intcncd to mcci. tbe spiritual requireilents of
inidividuals, their special attractions and tbicir various cal-
li iigs. be'arc inspircd bx' tbe I-olv Gbiost, and arc
vcrv nimerous, bccatîse the cifîs of the Spirit are varied
and are aIlvays suitceI to tbe particutlar needs of cadi soul.
.Sllceïi deu-oîions cinanate from the spirit oF devoùion in
gecral, or cise lIcd to it, inasmuch as an uprigbit soul
duit emibraces a special devotion, with the intention of de-
votinQt' itself more closelv to God, will lind, in thec meians


