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its appurtenances; so that to epeak
acrose the table, and tbrough the inter-
vening objecte, ie so inconvenient as to
be nearly impraticable. No wondcr
that such a system. produces many a
dreary pause, in spite [of every efftbrt
to, the con trary, and tbat one is obliged,
in seif-efence, to crumble bread, sip)

wine, look nt the paintings, if there are
any, or if thera are flot, blazon the
arms on the plates; or, lastly, retreat
into one's self in despalir, as 1 have
often done. When dinner is over,
thera is no peace til'à eacb dish in the
dessert bas miade ite circuit, alter ivhich
the wine moves languidly round two
or three times, and thon settles for the
reet of the evening, and cofi'ee and
sinall talk finish the heartlese afihir.
1 do not menu to say that sucb dinner-
parties as I have been doscrihing have
not frequently many redeemning tir-
constances. Good breedi ng, wi t,
talent, information, and every species
of agreeable qualîty, are to be met witb
there; but I think these would appear
to, much greater advanta9ge, and much
oftener,' under a more simple and
unrestrained system. A fter curio-si ty
bas been satisfied, and experienc
iM*pened, !limagine most people retire
from the majority of formai dinners
rather wveared than repaid, and that a
feeling of reai enjoyment, i the
exception, and flot the rule. In the
loDg run, thora is no comnlensatioù for
ease; and case is flot to, ho fonund in
enate and superabundance, but in
having what you, want when yon want
it, and with no tempation to excets.

Tbe legitimato obý. --ts of diriner are
te refresh the bodyý, to, please the
palate, and to, raise the social humor
to the higbest point; but these objects,
e<o far fromu being studicd, in general
aro not aven tbought of, and display
and adherence to, fashion are their

mengroe sïxbctitutes. ilonce it is that
gentlemen ord inarily undcrstand wbiat
pertains to, dinncr-giving so muelh
better than ladies8, and that baehelors'
féasts are so p)opular. Gentlemnen kceep
more in view the roui ends, whoreas
ladies thinkc principally of display and
ornament, of' forni and ceremony-
flot ail1, for some have excellent notions
of taste and comflort; and the cultiva-
tion of theni would seem to be the
peculiar p)rovince of the sex, as one of
the chie? features in honsehold manage-
mient. Thore le one female failing, in
respect to, dinners, wbich 1 cannot help
here noticing, and that ia a very
inconvenient love of gl)arnisb and
fiowvers, cither netural or euit ini turnips
and carrots, and stuec on diahes, so, as
greatly to imredo cerving, and helping.
This is the tîtie barbarian principie of'
ornament, and is in no way distinguish-
able from Ilthe uintutored Indian's "
fondness for feathers and shelis. In
both cases the ornameat is an encum-
brarice, and hau no relation to the
matter on whieh it is plaiued.

AIEAF and clumb person baingvskcd
to give bis idea of forgivonoss, took a
pencil and wrote, IlIt is the sweetenss,
whicb flowers yield iwhen trampled
ulpon."

IT would bo unsaf'e, an exchange
s:îlys, to say that baîf the crim-es are
due to bad digezstion; but certainly
some are; and there le good historie
evidence for the beliof that CJalvin eon-
sigrned Servetus to, the flames while
suffering with a fit of' indigestion.

THE New York Medical Times says that
by the reduction of the death-rate of that
city to that of London, nearly 200,000 lives
wvould be saved annually. The cost of
tiiese deaths and of the sickness rate in the
comniunity which such a mortality indi-
cates, would amount to about $14,000,04»
axinually."


