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religions systcmn for himsolf, or tliat cacli
catigregTation may bc a law unta itsolf.

0f course, to picki and chooso is pleasant,
ivhother in religions or otiier niatters. Wre
ail likte ta sin"lo ont teachin- which is to aur
taste, andI ta reject Viat whichl is not. Mre
liko to let our choice be governed soiely by
ouý own opinions. Our spiritual pride is
fed, and our vanity flattered theroby; but
Nvhother the Clhristlilie spirit of huinility
M'iII bo moulded by Snel iiithods is quite
another tlîing. Real Clivistiaii humility is
inaadays as rare as it is liard to acquire ;
yet liow we ail admire thec mani who cati-
didly confesses 'I daresay I arn wrang, for
I amn not deeply versed in tlic question. I
iwillingiy submit My judgment to those who
are.' Noue of us cati iay dlaim ta greater
%visdoin than vas passessed by the universal
Churcli of tli earIy Ujhristian centuries.
No modern authority wlhatsoever lias the
riglit to, set aside its ruling; no deoa.
initiation may ovorturn its failli as con-
taiuoed in the Christian credis.

Aud home the Church of Rlome stops iu
and says, « Al that yotu say is vory truc.
A real and visible unity is what we have al
along been contending for. And, thoreforo,
wve dlaim your allegiance. Wc1 are the onc
Chiurcli whichi should embrace ail OChris-
tian people. Moreaver, you are occupying
ciîurches and receiving ondawnxents in
Elngland whichi originally belongred ta us.
And yau have yourselves beoti guilty of
schism in soparating from us.'

This is a serions charge and a groat
claim. And il desorves a fair and im-
partial consideration. For aur aim ib
trufli. If unity bas froîm the oariost
timos meant obepdience ta the 'voice of
the Bishop of Rone -if the Churcli of
En-land is naw occupying the hexitage
wlîich originally beioîîged ta thec Romaù
Catholie body, thlin thora is no answor ta hoe
given but anc of sorrow and ponitence. In
that case we must confoss frankly finît we are
usumpers, and mp le aur peace with tlie right-
fui Church o! the land as speedilyas passible.

But the statemont is untrue. The Eng-
lieli Churcli is the aid liistorical Churcli af
thec country, liaving, an existence of over

1,000 years bofore te llpforma-,ian. The
RZomatn Churc~lu in rngland aý the present
tima is, au tlic othoer liaud, a schismafic
bady, the date of thocir secassian from the
Chiurcli ini this country boing 1570.

Lot us consider titis mare carefully.
Wlitat is the histary of Christianîty ini Eng-

Iandi It begins with tlic story of tlic
B3ritish Chiurcli. Of Snell antiquity v'as
titis Chiurcli that its origin cannot dofinitoly
bc discovered. That it. goos bacli almost
ta apastolic days is highly probable. And
that tlic lIitons received their Christianity
in tlie first instatnce cither fromn Gaul or
froin tha Churches of S. Johin in tlic cast
is momally certain.

N'ow flic Britishî Churchi vas evidently
vigoraus and Nvell-organised. It hiad its
bishaps, saine of wrham ara rccorded as
attenidinýg genaral councils; and if furnishced
its martyrs. But it w'as pomfectIy indopon-
dent af any foreigu conatrai. \Vlien Augus-
tiha the first Arclibishop af Canterbury
came w'ifl the authority of the Bishop af
Romie ta invita the British bish&,ps ta con-
forni ta Roman customis, they refused and
replied that 1 they Nvould do nane of those
things nom receive him as their Achbishop.'
In thic British Cliumch, at any rate, there
was clearly no idea of any papal supremacy.

Next we turn ta the Saxon Churcli,
founuded by Augustino in the year 596.
flore ab any rate, iý is said, you wvill find
an ack-nowledgmeint o! tho I>ope's autliarity.
It is true that Augustine reeived bis
mission from, Gregory I. the Bis7hop of
Rfomne, that ha referred ta hirn when diffi-
cuit questions arase, and that lie strovo
ta fashion the Englisli Clîurch upon flie
modal of thec Roman. But wvhat more
natural?2 Augustine wvas an If alian born,
and 1his sympathies and affectioans were 'witli
tha land and Cliurch o! his birth. That
flore vas no thouglit of the suprmnacy that
tlie Churcli of Rorne now dlaims we îay
gather from. the lips of Gregory himseiLf
' This bitle,' lie says, 1 of universai bishaps
was offered during the coundil of Chaicedon
ta the Fautiff of the Apostalie Sc. But no
anc of my pro-decessors ever consented ta
use so profane a titie.' ' This tible is pro-
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