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tn Lower Canadu. In Canada, they already
form @ mere minority. In the Brntsh Ameri-
can Provinces, those who do not speak ther
langunge outrumber them, two to one:—
and on the continent of Nortir America, ther
handful of less than half a nullion stunds oppos-
ed to some sixteen or seventeen millions who
speak English. ‘To say nothing, then, of the
mere impossibility of ever muking the I'rench
the common tongue of Carada, or even of Liow-
er Canada, how can they really so much as
bope to preserve it for themselves, ior any
length of time? And what could they gaun by 1ty
were this mpossible achievement ever so easy?
Who, in fact, are so decply interested as them-
selves, 1n the speedy accomphshment of the op-
posite change,—the umversal diffusion of the
Enghsh language amongst therr own body ?—
Cut off; as they now are, by tharr use of a fo-
reign language, from the literature, intercourse
and sympathies of the continent on which they

live, and rendered almost ahens within theem-

pire of which they are subjects und citizens,
what greater boon can be conferred on them,
than the language which alone can remove
the galing disabsbivies they at present labour
under ?

We are far from meaning, then, to deny the
inevitable tendency of the Union mnthisrespect.
On the contrary, the firm behef we entertain,
that it will render the spread of the Enghsh
language among the French Canadian popula-
tion much more rapid than it otherwise would
be, is to our nund among the strongest reasons
inits favour. The change 13 not one that a
politicizn can prevent or cause at pleasure. It
is going on already, and that not slowly. Al
that can be done is to hasten or retard ity and
the sooner it can be got quetly over, the bet-
ter. At the same time, let 1t not be forgotten,
how very hittle positive interference 15 contem-
plated by the Union Act, with the natural pro-
gress of events. The language of the future
legistature 1s to be English; but beyond ths,
everything is to be left to its own course. In
the Provincial Parhament, the French repre-
sentatives will be more than numerous enough
to take good care of the feehngs, no less than
of the substantial interests of their constitu-
ents,

To proceed then., The peculiar “laws and
institutions” of Lower Canada,~how far can
these be said to be endangered by the Union?
No mora c-2angered, most sssuredly, than
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they deserve to be.  We presume no one will
venture quite so tar as to claun for them any-
thing like pertection, and ussert the impossibi-
lity of mproving them. In the strife of party,
we are aware, ther mdiscruninato condemna-
tion by disputants of the one race, has called
furth disputants of the other, who have a8 in-
discninunately defended them,—and vice versa,
But for all this, no one, we repeat, can in sober
carnest believe them to be so good as not to
stand 1n need of very material changes, of one
sort orunother. Hulf French, half English in
thewr ongm,—the two halves never fitted to
cach other,—what can they be but what they
are, a matter of complaint with all, with French,
it truth be told, hardly less than with English?
The complaints of the two may not precisely
squatre ; but for all that, both do complain, and
with good reason. France has revised her ci-
vil code, long ago, and England is every day
amenhing her old criminal law. In Lower
Canada, the two still co-cxist, as ill-fitted to
work together, as on the day when the mis-
take was made of introducing them to each
other’s company. Look to the laws as they
exist on paper, or to the country‘as its sad
state shews the working of those laws, and
who shall say it is not more than time essen-
tial changes were made in them, to repair as far
as may be, the evil consequences of past folly
and neglect 2 Such changes. Union or no
Union, we are sure to have ; and the question,
therefore, 1s merely this, whether or not, under
the Union, the wishes of the French population
are hkely to be unfmrly disregarded in moking
them, or even less regarded than they other-
wi=¢ would be 2 On this point, we can sce no
shade of doubt. The United House will con-
tain some thirty representatives of French Ce-
nadian constituences. 1s it not preposterous
to suppose, tha heir opposition to any unrea-
sonable change that may be proposed, can ever
be mefiectval?  The Upper Canadian delega-
tion will necessarily be div ded in opinion and
feeling on most subjects. an1 thereis no chance
of thetr ever being so united on any mere ques-
tion of Lower Canadizn law, as to vote in solid
phalanx for any unfur demand made by the
Briush party.  Nime to ten Upper Canadians
votmg at any time with the French, will suf-
fice to twrn the scale.  What danger can there
be, of mnnovation taking placc under such a sys-
tem, too rapidly for the well-being of the
French race themsolves ? .



