
TUE UNION AS IT AFFECTS LOWflIt CANADA.

In Lower Canada. In Canada, ilicy airoadIy
forin a moere inmnority. Ilich Brîlîih Azuicri-
cati Provinces, those who do flot spulak tlîvîr
langruago outuniuhr thcîuu, twa to one
and on the continent of Nurtii Airica, tlîcîr
handtu of lcss than finir a millhon stands oppo~-
ed to soute s,cteen or seventcen willions %%lho
speak Engtish. 'l' say nothî:îg, thon, or the
mxere îînipossibîlity of ever iiiithitg the Vrenchi
the cammon tangue OfCar'ada, or even ufLua -

er Canada, lîaw can they really so iiiuîCI as
hcope to pro.servoe t l'or thicî,eves, ibr uy
length of time? And ithal.couId tliy gain by it,
wre ibis imnpossible acluucvcînt ever so easy 1

Who, in fact, arc sa deoply intcresîcd as thern-
selves, in the spicedy accamiplishinent Of' ihle op-
posite change,-t' univer;sal diffiîsuan of iho
Enghish language amongat their owvn body?-...
Cut off, as they now arc, by thour uise of' a fo-
reign language, front the litorature, intcrcoiîrsc
and sympathies of the continent on wluîcl they
live, and rondcred almost aliens withun the ciii-
pire of whichi they are suîbjects and citizens,
what greater boon can ho confcerred on theîn,
than tho language whîch alune can reinove
the galhing disabilitios they at prebcnt labour
under 1

We are far frein meaning, thon, ta dca)y the
inevitable tondency of thc Union in tluîs respect.
On the cantrary, i-ho firin helier WCeontertain,
that it will ronder thc sprcad of the Enghsh.I
language axnongr the French Canadian popula-
tion mach mare rapîd tluan it otherwise wouild
be, is ta aur mid axnong t-ho strongest reasons
in its favour. The change is not onc that a
palîticicn can prevent or cause at pleasure. It
is going an already, and that nat slow ly. Ail
that cas hc danc is to haston or retard Mt, aad
the soanor il. can h o gieily over, thc bot-
ter. At the saine tinie, ]et it nat bo f'argotten,
how very hlte positive interference is conton.-
plated by the Union Act, wuth t-he natural pro-
gresa of events. The language of the future
legisiaturo is ta be Enghish ; but bcyond tlis,
everythung is ta bie Ieft te its own course. lIn
the Provincial Parlianient, the French relire-
sontatives will ho mare than nDamerons enauugh
to take good cale of the feeling.- no bass ilian
of the substantial interests of their constitu-
ents.

To procced thon. The poculiar "laws andi
instititions' aof Lower Canad,-hoit far cati
tuss bc sid to bo endangcrcd by the Union
'No more or !angered, most assuredly, than

tluey deseru'e ta bc. IVe presurme DO 0116 wii
tentîure quille sa fiar as to clauuîî for thom any-
tluîng lke pettectlon, and assert the inîpossibi-
luty of improvlng tlîcun. In flic strifo or pari-y,
woe arc avare, their indiscruimunato condemna-
nion hi' dispuutants of' the anc race, has called
tortl dtliutants of the othor, wvlo have as in-
disetimnuaiely dcfcnded tluei,--and vice versa,
Buit for ail tîuis. no ané, WCerepent,cani in sober
earncst believe tliîi ta ho so good as net to
stand in need ofvery niîaîerîl c onfsa one
bort ortnoilier. hli French, halfEnglisht in
tueuir ori,în,.-tlie îwvo Iialves nover fitted ta
cach atiier,-ivh.it can they bo bat what they
are, a inattor of coniplaintwilh aIl, îvith French,
if trnthlb hoid, hardly less than w ith Englishi
Thue conillaints of' the two mnay nat procisoly
squaire; huit for ail that, bath do complan, and
xvuth goau re'ason. Franco has revised lier ci-
vil code, long aga, andI England is overy day
ainenilîtîg lier oId criîninal law. la Lower
Canada, the two stili co-cxist, as ill-fittcd to
wvork togcthîcr, as an the day whcn the mis-
ake was made af introuuing thoîn ta each
attior's cipany. Look, to t-ho laws as they
e.xiat on paper, or ta tic country*as ils sait
state slhcis the wvorking of thase laws, and
who shall say ut is not, mare than turne essen-
tint changes were maude in i-hein, ta repair as fa-r
as niai he, the evil consequiencos af past Uolly
and ulegbeci- ? Suicl cliangvz. Union or n(>
Union, %ve re sure tio have: and the question,
therefore, us mcroly thiis, whether or not, under
i-ho Union, Ille wishcs of the French population
are likoîv tao inftirîyr disregardcd in rnah-ng
tlicni, Or even) bas regarded tlîan thcr si-ber-
iie waiiluh ho? On this paint, We can sec no,

shade of douht. 'Tle United Ilotîse will coni-
tain saine thirty rcjiresentatives aU French Ca-
nadian constituienccs. Is iL not prepasteraus
to suppose, th.a thcir apposition Io any unrea-
sonablo change ibai- niay ho proposod, can ever
ho inofîectiiali? 'l'lie tipper Canadian delega,-
lion wilI neccssarily be (liti ied in opinion and
feeling on îîîast sîihjects. an 1 thereis nocbance
ariher cver hcîng so uniii-i on any morcques-
Lion of Laoer Cai.auh:.n la,ç, as ta vote in solid
phalanx for amy iînfir dind!..I inade by th*
Blritish pari-y. Nîne ta ton Upper Canaffians
vatîîîg nt an y tiie wvîth the French, will suf-
fiee ta turn thbe -cale. Vhiat danger caa i-hero
hc, af innovation takiîng placcîinder snch asys-
i-cm, tao rapidly for the welt-bcing of the
French race themsolvcs ?


