i claim the designation of Dissenters.

probably for some timo forbid any steps Leing
taken by the church as a body, towards seeh a
desirable olject.  But in tho mean whils some
good may be effeeted by diseussion, and by pre-
paring the minds of people in Loth communitics
to 1eceive such a propesition favourably.

With these preliminary remarks wo, commend

to the thoughtful perusal of our readers, the fol-
lowing important and interesting document.
At the closo of last year a meeting was held

al St. James' Rectory, Piceadilly, at which the
desirableness of union amonagst christians was

discussed. The result was that a few of the
clergymen and gentlemen present were requested
to consider and reputt * what mweasures it way
e expedient to take for promoting union with

the Churely of England on the partof chiristians

not at present in active connuuion with her

The following committee was appointed, fnchul-

ing four names which were added subse-

quently :—

Cuamaan—Rev. J. E. Kempe, Rector of St. James’,
Westminster,

Rev. it Buraess, Prebendary of St Paul's and Ree-
tor of Upper Chelsea.

Rev. Dr. llessey, Preacker to the Ion. Society of
GQray’s-inn, and Head Master of Merchant Taylor's
School.

Rev. Ernest Hawkins, Prebendary of St. Paul’s, and
Minister of Curzon chapel, May tair.

Rev. Lord C. A. Harvey, Rector of Chesterford,
Bssex.

Rev. J. W, Ayro, Incumbent of St. Mark's, North
Andley-street.

Henry loare, Bsq., 14, New-street, Spring-gardens.

. Chambersy Esq., ALP., 7, Cumberland-place,
Hyde-park. :

Rev. Henry Alford, Minister of Quebee chapel.

Rev. J. Lawrell, Incumben: of St. Matthew’s, City-

road.

Rev. Y. I Hoare, Oakfield, Crawley, Sussex.

Rev. J. Paul, Incumbent of 'I'wigworth, Gloucester;
end Rev. A. C. Smith, of St, Audrew's, Ilolborn,
ITon. Sees,

The committes who were requested to consider
% whal mensures it may be expedicnt to take for
promoting union with the Church of England
on the part of christians not at present in active
communion with her,” beg leave to present the
following report: . :

“The field proposed to the committee being
alarge one, it seemed desirable to select for
consideration one boldy of christiaus only, in
order to make & commencement,

“ The body so selected was that of the Wes-'
. leyans,

“They wers induced to make this selection by

" soveral considerations.

First, because the Wesleyans generally dis-

o

‘Secondly, because, so far as the committee
understand Wesler’s own sentiments, he ex-
pressed himself tv the last most strongly amainst
any separation from the Church of England,
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T'hirdly, "becauss the apathy of the Church

" of Bogland hevself during the eighteenth con-

cury havive beea, inoa grent measure, the oeea-

sion of thay gradual etrawgem-ng which has re-

stlted in the present state of things, the Wesley-

- ans atpear to hine an especial claim upon the
chureh,

rourtkly, beeausy it has been represented to
. them that there exists on the part of divers ex-
; cellent Wesleyan ministers, not only a willing-
1 ness to receive, but a wish for, Episcopal Ordi-
" nation,

“ Kifthly, becauso the Wesleyans have under
their influence a large elass of persons with
i whow the influenes of the chureh s compara-
tively powerless, and to whom they (the Wes-
leyans) consider that they lave a distinet mis-
. ~ion, so that the reeonciling of a body thus influ-
eatial seewe to be an important first step towards
generl religious union,

“ Having thus determined that the case of the
Werleyaus was the ense to which their attention
cught 1o be turned in the first instance, the cum-
, mittee bad next to consider wiwether the cffort
i to be wade should be an attempt
H to couciliate the Wesleyans as a body by means
‘ of direet offers to the confurence, or,
| to clear away difliculties which hamper the con-
|
1
|

sciences of individual ministers, or other mem-
bers of the Wesleyan body, or otherwise dis-
courage Their movement towards the c]n.u'ch.

. “The former of these courses, after having
been fully debated, scemed unlikely to produce
any result: .

Tor, -
The Wesleyan system, having now be-

come thoror:ghly organized, and as it were here-
ditary, appeared incapable of being wrought
upon, as a system, except in one of the four fol-
lowing ways:— . . )
& Iirst, by formally admitting Wesleyan mi-
nisters to ofliciate co-ordinately with the clergy
of the Church of England without baving re!

ceived Episeopal Ordination, : .

But this, of course, the committee conld not en-
tertain, bearing in mind the fundaweital. prin<
ciples of the Church of England, as set forth in
the Prefuce to the Ordinakion Service, and in the
19th, 23rd, and 36th Articles of Relivion,
“ Or, secondly, by inviting all Weslevan minis-
ters to receive Mpiseopal Ordination.
But this the committeo believed would be met,
by so much opposition, ag woulll defeat at onée
any scheme of compichension. = "
“Or, thirdly, by inviting all Wesleyan niifjs-
ters to connection with the Churclr of England,
as lay members indeed, but as holding a mis-
sionary office. The conditions of such holding
would be, that they should resort to the ehurch
for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and ve-
frain from inistering it themselves; limiting
their functions to the evangelizing of distriets or

. tlasses which have not Leen 1eaclied, or cannot

| «t present be reached, by the chureh,




