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THE DESTRUOTION OF FORESTS.

Tho remark is made by a Taxas nowspaper
that ““ono of the strongest arguments in favor
of preserving forcsts is to be found in Chineso
histary  The terrible faminoe which raged in
that country oeveral years ago, was brought
about by tho dnstruction of tho fow foreste Teft
standing, thercby rendering it impossible for
tho evil to retain tho littlo rain that fell frem
timo to time.”

Notwithstanding the scientifio theory and
facts involved, the destruction of trees enntinues
$n many scctions whero this eloment of protee
tion is largely lacking, without much concerted
offort toward roforesting tho land, and it is not
tho manufacture of lumber that relioves the
country of timber &0 much as tho reckless
slaughter of trees that is made in wooded regions
fortho purpose of clearing lands, and whore the
timber is burned up or disposed of wastefully.
Sinco the forests must continun to be drawn
upon for lumber supplies to answor to a necessary
want universally folt, whatover timber is wil-
fully destroved and diverted from the channel
of lumber manufacture, with no object boyond
gotting it out of tho way, will produce that
much shortage in tho reserve supply of imber,
and tho conquost of the saw mills will simply be
hastened to an carlier consummation, While it
18 4 fact that trees servo one of nature's offices
in pormitting moisturoe to be readily retained in
tho soil, and aro naturally n necessity in many
ways, it 18 still true that so far as tho question
of lumber goes, the exhaustion of the tree supply
of tho world would be less feit in the latter
direction than in any other. When it comes to
a matter of absoluts necesmty, a substitute
could be found for lumber in nearly every line
of-its use, if not all of them, but tho natural ad-
vantages to land accruing frc.n forests, can, in
no other way, be sccured. Hence tho proposi.
tion of tho lumber needs of a country ir almost
the smallest argument in favor of forestry pro-
jects for rotimbering localitics,. Ono of the
best moves that could be made would.ba to in-
augurato a more practical government policy
thsn is now in vperation to nrevent a wrong use
of timber and its reckless destruction, a move
fully as important as that land pre-emptors
should bo required to conform to the treo-plant-
ing law; for whilo in tho ono case much care,
effort and timo 13 required to grow forests, in
tho other case they are already grown, and it is
only necessary to properly husband the aupplies-
Preventing the destruction of trees to-day is an
act performing tho same eervico that age would
accomplish, for trees don grow with the same
colenty &s garden vegetables. Prevention is
better in this case than raising small trees for
transplanting. —Northwcestern Lumberman,

A BTEAMSHIP WITH A CARGD OF SQUARE
TIMBER.

Tho Timber Trades Journal says tho most
novel featuro of tho presont year in regard to
the wond carrying trade is probably the arrival
hers of a large, well-appointed steamship from
Pevascola with a complete cargo of piteh pine
timber.

Tho question not unnaturally sugpests itsslf,
can vesscls of this character be profitably em-
ployed in bringing timber inlarge logs? Tho
Deepdale—for so the vessel wo rafer to is called
—belonging to Sunderland, arrived in the
Surrey Comunercial Docks on Saturday last,
after n very protracted voyage fromn West
Florida. Rumnning short of fuel sho had to call
at Halifax op her homeward voyage, to coal, a
proceeding which touvk her congiderably out of
Hhor course, It is truo that tu's delay had
nothivy to do with the description «f tho carge
sho had on board ; but, judging frsm other
circumstanees, it is evident that, a8 st..amships
are at prsent constructed, timber in I rgo logs
will not pay as o freight. Cargoes, a. in this
ense, of rart timber and dea!s may be carned
when a <hip of the king finds hoerself v, g timhor
port with no nther freight to load Foame, and it
becomes A question of loading belsast or tnking
what the part offers in tho wav of mspchandise,
which was mast likely the e mdition of affairs
avith rogard ¢ the Despdsie.  But that log
timber will become & cecognized freight for
stoamsuips i, wo imrgine, o long way from
accomplishment yot.  Weo undorstand this vos.

sel was throo woeks loading at Ponnscola, work.
ing the foro and nft hatchos; taking the logs
abonrd picco by piece, and wo car: hardly ima.
gno that sho could accomplish hor task any
quicker, forin tho Surroy Commercial Docks,
whero overy facility 1s afforded for quick dis.
charyo at the rate of a pieco & minute, tho au.
thorities oxpect to tako quito n week to ompty
this vessel's hold, We watchod tho Deepdale
discharging as she lay in tho middle of Canada
Dock, and seckoned that tho pieces being holst.
ed out of tho hold by 8 crane forward and an.
other aft did not occupy much moro than the
time montione., and yer tho process appoared
tedious. Tho hugo logs raised out of the hold
by the cranes were lowered steadily on to the | R
gunwale, and let glido into tho water, end first,
with n mighty splash, whero they dieappeared
for a short tiine, tho impetus from such a fall
carrying thom n considerablo distanco below the
surfaco. If this simplo modo of getting clear of
tho stuff was to tuke a weok or more, it was ovi.
dent that the task of loading and stowing logs
of tho kind must havo beon a protracted affair.

Steameors, liko horses. in idlencas, eat up tho
profits by their expensivencss, and o mpidity
of taking in and discharging their cargoca
depends their ability to compete with sailing
ships in carrying deals. To steamors, celerity
is almnst a vital point, and it is tho difficulty of
getting hown timber, in heavy picees, quickly in
and out, that will, we oxpect, keep this portion
of the wood-carrying trado for a long while to
como in the hands of sailing ships,

Of course bow and stern ports would make a
vast difference in the way of affording botter
facilities for loading and discharging heavy
timber, but, as most steamers arebuilt in water-
tight compartments, another difficulty would bo
presented, though for ordinary average timber
it would not seem impracticablo to get it on
board through bow or side ports, Until some-
thing is done in this respect, thore will always
bo the 2ame delay in shipping large timber down
tho batchwaye. It is truo that a crano will
raise a log of & ton woight with just the same
facility it will a ton of deals, but when the
latter is unloosed from tho slings it can be
handled with case, and distributed in the hold
quickly, while on the other hand the log is just
83 much an obstacle when lowered into the
cramped space of a steamship's hold asit wason
shore.

The Deepdale, it is stated, is the largest
steamer with a wood freight that has ever enter-
ed tho Surrey Commercial Docks, and is calcul-
ated to have on board nearly 900 standards of
timber of one kind and another. The number
of logs of pitch pino aro reckoned at something
liko 4,000, whilo she has for stowage betweon
2,000 and 3,000 deals, &c. The bulk of her
cargo conrists, howover, of sawn logs of the
usual full averago ; and one thing can be said of
her, that, if she has been a long timo about it,
at any rato she brings a cargo cqual to that of
toren ardinary sailing ships. That her arrival
hera with pitch pine logs will form & precedent
in tho establishment of a carrying trade by
steamers of large timber we consider very un-
likely.

BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS.

The Timber Trades Journal says :—Those who
call to mind that at this time last year the
Baltic and Swedish ports wero still shut up with
ico, and that this year many of them have been
scarcely closed at all, wil not bo surpnised to
leam, from the Board of Tradoe returns, that
tho timber importations for last month aro
nearly double the amount of those of March in
18381. In that month tho sum was 96,455 loads,
in the month just passed (dMarch) 189,371 loads,
which looked as if, beginning so early, wo were
in the way to have an overstock by tho end of
tho season. The oxcess in tho first threo months
of 1882 over the samo period in 1881 amounts, in
fact, to 130,634 londs—rather formidablo figures,
bt hy no means alarming or unprecedented,
for as receutly as 1880 the importation up to the
end of March reached tho total of 629,694 londs
—that is, 193,767 loads moro than in 1831, and
65,183 loads more than tho first quarter of the

present vear.

From theso comparisons it will be scen that
whilo we aro naturally surpassing tho fettered
trade in foreign timber of last apring, wo arve,

with overy advantage in favor of early importa-
tion, following at a modest distance tho foot-
stops of tho trado in 1880, with a palpablo intor-
val botween, which precludes tho likelihood of
our speodily overtaking it.

Wo put these littlo caleulations here to ghow
that, *‘as far as wo havo got,’ 83 Artemus
Werd would say, tho importation cannot be
considered 1n any acgreo excessive, and that tho
timber trado is thereforo prima facie in a vory
satisfactory condition,

Tho following aro the fignros furnished by the

Board of Trado :—
MOXTII ZNDEZD 81BT HARCY, 1882,
Quantity., Value.

szbcr (Heun), Loads £

USBSIA seus seeessacss soavsorsese 0 6,082
Sw'oden And horway vesees 39,410 67,407
Unlud sutu FTTTTITITTRIY Y 129
BrithhIndia.. . o.eooue " ese
Britlsh North Amoric .

Othor Countries,.....

Total. .

Dimnbder (Salm or .‘S'flu.
Planed or Dresse )

Russis 4,330
Sweden and homy 182,704
British North America 20,603

Other Countrics 60,647

Total.eessernes 244,

Staves, (all 8izcs).eevee. 23,800
lln.hogun (tons)....eees 24,602
Total 5¢ Hewn and S8awn, 839,870

TURES MONTHS ENDED sm xuncu 1882
Tlmbcr (Hewn).
Russia.soae. o0 eoe.

o 7,168
Sweden and }\onvay.. . 50,368

German, 81,970
Unltod Shwl ............... 24,07 113,837
British Indi&.ccve coeeeenns . 15,476 100,102
British North Ameriea 072 8,237
Other Countrics.ceessetariscasnesss 69,676 102,283

Total . 287,901 508,271
Timber (Sawn or Split,

Pla.ed or Drwed)

Russia., eee serenane.,s 18,621 43,201
Swoden and horway 16,690 8“,409
British North AMerica venssores oov 42,003 105,628
Othor Countries.eessresrasssencann. 49 487 169,910

TOtaleeererenss eorrnssnnnrensss26,610 621,138
Staves (all 81268)..ce0nerenrees sesene 13.193 84,415
Mahogany (tON8). s« vssess ces eenares 67,856
Total of Hewn and Savwn. . JM m 1,214,409

WOODWORK THAT WILL NOT BURN

In a London paper is published a lottes from
Mr. F. B. Gossage, who makes somo very im-
portant statements. Hoe says: “1 find that
painting woodwork of any kind with several
coats of solution of silicate of sods, and finishing
off with a mixture of this soiution and sufficient
common whiting to make it about as thick as
ordinary paint, is 8 most excellent protection
agoinst fire, Wood treated in this way will not
take fire ..om mero contact with flamo; it re-
quires to be heated till destructive distillation
begins, Then, of course, gases are given out
which 1goite, and the wood is gradually convort-
cd into charcoal, but until destructive distilla-
tion takes place the coated wood will not support
colnbustion. A few years since I had some
screens made liko ordinary doors, some prepared
as T have described, and some not. They wero
then placed uver a fire uf shavings, which was
kept cunstantly renewed. In ten minutes the
unprepared screens were blazing away, and so
nearly consumed that they had to be supported
by aniron bar, Tho flames continued to lick
tho propared screens for 30 minutes befors the
distilation commenced. After 45 minutes the
coated screens wero still intact, and able to
support themselses, and in an hour, although
piorced in many places with holes, they held to
gother, and when the fire was romoved they did
not continue to burn, This was a splendid
success, and I still have the remains of tho
screens, The exporiments were mado at my
suggestion, for the managoers of tho Liverpool
Philbarinonic Socicty, and the woodwork of
their splendid hall at Liverpool was treated in
this manner. I am suroa good deal might bo
donc with this simple and inoxpensive process
to reduco the poswibility of fires, cspecially in
public buildings, theatres, cte., for, if tho wood-
work was thus treated, drapories and scenery
would burn away bofore the heavy timberwork
of the structure would tako fire.”

*“*CUTTING THE KEY L0G."

Tho first thing to bo done 18 to find out where
tho jam occurred, and then to discover whatis
called thoe “koy log,” that is to say, tho log
which hol('s the baso of tho **jam.” An old

-

oxporisncod ‘‘strcam driver” w soon on the
spot, for tho nows is soon carried up stream
that thero is a ** jam * below.  Evory minute is
of consequence, as logs alo cominy down and
the * jam ” increasing in strength. Tho * key
log* being found, thero in a crv for volunteers
to cut it. Now, when you consider that thero
aro somo hundred big logs of timber forming a
dam, and the instant tho key lng is cut the
whole fabric comes rushing down with a crush,
you,will soo that unless tho axo.-man gota instant-
ly away ho is crushed to death. Thoro aro
usually io a camp plenty of men ready to vol-
unteer ¢ for a man who cuts a kay log is lonked
upon by tho rest of tho loggers just as n soldier
is by his regiment when ho has done any act of
bravery. Tho man I saw cut away a log which
brought down tho whole jam of logs was quite
a young fallow, somo twenty years of age. He
strippod evorything save his drawers ; a strong
ropo was placed under his arms and a gang of
smart young fellows held the end. The man
shook hands with his comrades and quictly
walked out on thelogs, axe in hand. Idonet
know how tho loggy-road ono felt, but I shall
naver forget my feelings. ‘Tho man was quietly
walking to what very likely might be his
death. At auy moment the jam might break
of its own accord, and also, if ho cut tho key
log, unless ho instantly got out of tho way, he
would be crushed by the falling timber. There
waa o doad silonco while the keon axo was drop-

223 | ped with force and kill upon the pino log. Now

the notch was near half through the log, one ar
two moro blows, and- & crack was heard. The

men got in all the slack of rope that held the -
——— | axo.man. Like many others, Irushed to help

haul away the poor fellow, but to .y great joy
I saw him safe on tho bank, certainly sadly
bruised and bleeding from sundry wounde, but
safe.—The Field.

A DIFFICULTY OVERCOHME.

The Little Quinnescofalls, on the Menomineo
river, have for years past caused great damazoto
logs passing over them, Tho falls have a
descent of 75 fest—not perpendicular, but on an
anglo of 45°—ouver a rough and ragged ledge.
Tho damage caused to the logs has been various.
ly cstimated at from 10 to 20 per cent. 'The
Menominee River Manufacturing Company,
during the past five yecars, has expended up-
wards of 88,000 in blasting the ledge and build-
ing breakwators to lesson, if possible, the
damage caused to thelogs. Nothing that it did,
howover, seemed to obviate the difficulty.
During tho past winter tho Hon, 1. Stophenson
conceived tho idea of cutting a canal through
the solid ledgo along the sido of the falls, The
survey was made, the amount of rock to be ex
cavated ascortained, and the probable cost esti-
mated. Tho plan ssemed feasible, and the
board of directors of the above named company
authorized Mr. Stophenson to go on and com
plete tho canal. Work was commenced in
February, and pushed with such vigor that the
undertaking was near completion when the nse
of the nver provented further work at present.
Rut tho canal, or cut, was so noarly finished
that when the cofferdam at the head was re-
moved, which was on April 19, it was found to
work like o charm—all logs running in the river
passing through tho cut without any damage
whatever. The cut is about 300 feot in length,
40 feet wade at the entrance, and narrowing
dowan to 20 feot at tho terminus. The averago
dopth of tho cut is about 10 feet. The cost
when completed will be about 815,000.—North-
western Lumberman,

THE SUPPLY OF TIMBER.

The Northwestern Lunbermas says the supply
of cedar, whilo not exhaustless, is happily such
a5 to lead to no well.grounded fear of a scarcity
for many years. Vast tracts of cedar lands aro
to be found contiguous to the Huron shora of
Michigan, while no inconsiderable quantity
oxists an the less sottled upper peninsula The
1slands of Liake Huren are many of thom loaded
with it, while thoso of the Georgian Bay, on
which this timber predominates may be number
by tho score. One of theso islards is estimated
%o cut no less than 50,000 telegraph poles and
500,000 ravirond tics, besides innumerablo posts,
and is but one of the smnallest islands of the
bay, at that, Tho islands and much of tho
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