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A sopmon,  The few exceptions that 1 orefer to,
would, 1 behieve, inuch rather ace the ciwrch vacant
than scea Free Church Minmter an a1, and would,
ther stop at hume than come to hear ham o he,
were there.  All however that do nut profess 1o
hold Free Church principler, 1 am happy to eay,
do not go thus far, on the contey u conmderable
proportion of them nre prepared to anege the dif- |
ference hetween thetnselves and the Fice Chutch
party, ta the deaire in wluch they participate of
having a settlel pastor among therm, and were
this desine granted, 1L 18y unpression 1t would,
1on very great extaat, effeet a perfect reconcdias
tion hetween the parties, #o that they could dwell |
togather like brettren an unity. 1 shall only add |
nt prexent that a very general desire for the tneans |
of grace has beea expressedin svery place I have
yet visited in this country, and disappointinen
When no immedinte prorpects were held out to
them. The field is w.de, the demand for religious |
otdinances in mony places very urgenty. but the
{abourers are few. There nreta these things ma- ;
terials enough to (orm n clawm upon the wd of every
one who can duanytlung for the furtherauce of the
goepel, and a loud call upon all who believe in the
eflicacy of prayer for intercessjon with Hun who
can pregare and send forth labourers 1nto his
vineyard, and who, by the supply of the spinit of
grace, can make theirlabours etlectual to salvation.
tie only ean pefresh with plenteonsram lushentage
when itis weary.

The following vory snteresting Ioiter recently
received by the coavener of.the Synud’s Home
Mission Camnnttee, continues the narrative of Mr.
teel’s extenmve aad ellicient labours as a nus-
tlonary se-

Cuatiay, Feb. 21st, 1545,
Rev. aso Doan Six,
After leaving lamilton in November Jast, 1
went dircetly 10 St Thomas, In that town and

neighbourhnod | epeat three weeks,  ‘Therea Inrgc' country to udvantage. Many have come to this , comfort
number of Presbyteriaas asszmble whea the stote | country n a state of poverty,. but 10 general not | have y
] But there , more devoud of mcaas than igaorant of agricaltare. | questio
are several preaching stations in the district be- | They have, however, greatly improved their cu’.‘a-mlly,

sides St. Thomae, where it is expected the minis- | comstances—sume have already acquired a little | thoe things? w

of the weather and roads perniits of .

ter placed in thint fown will preach az often as
practicabls, in order 1o acrommudate ol people
and such as ar. teo far from the principle place of |

worship torepair there every enbbath,  1lere, 1he | bruced on settling in this country, they would|
people, .if" they evar hnd clurch going habits, | have been further adianced, and more independant , not
Anything ap- | than they are. Notwithstanding, tsking them  us Bap

scem to have preatly lost -them.
peatsa enfficient exeuse with 100 1230y of them
{or abseating themselues from the house of Godon'!

gyman-ought to have -a large congregation, and

zuch a conaregation as would be well able to sup. ' though many of our people in this land hiave gone | peopl
porthim.  There is a gracral desire cxpressed 1o ' aftor strangers—although some have lost such of am credibly
liave one. hut no such measutes are adopted, cr! the interest they formerly felt in the welfare of ' teach their children the lessons of christian
sach sacnifices made, excepting by a foew, as|our church, and others have sunk into lukewarm- ! they grow up -and receive the epirit’t!

would lead anv one 1o belicve that they put any
&reat valuo upon religious ordinances, or that they
would at least fora time regularly wait upoa them
if they were statedly administered among them.
Tins 1s an evil greatly to be lamented, but au evil
the saanerat is attended to the easier it will be re.
medied. The number nnd errcumstances of these
people form a strong claim upon the carliest ser-
vices of those who may have 1t 1n their power 10
help them. In St. Thomas, under the fanthful
mrnistrations of a devoted pastor, mught be formed
oncof the most flounshing congregations m Ca-
nada-West.  If-these penple are laft much longer
1 thetr neglected state, 3t will become a work  of
‘considerable difficulty to tesch them to value aud
smprove. the means of grace, and to keep the sab-
bath, and to revercnee the eanctuary of the Lord.

Much 18 dose here to keep alive the leaven of
Presbyterianism, by she scrvices of Mr. MeColl,
u catechist 1a the district, who hasbeen the means
6f keeping many of them from jointug some of the
fanatical. tnbes amoag them, tnat w ~Id wnepire
them with prejudice, if.noe - =th deadly hostlity,
againat the church of their fathers.  Here, as well
an in most other parts in Canada,- many efforte and
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' and wo.lhy of vbeervation, thatat thel
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raft 18 ucd (o aliennte the minds of Preeby-
tensans frow thesr own Church.  Most ather dee
nommations afe mote 71 Jdous and setive in propas
gating thar pecshar dogring, forming congrega-
tiong, and bwlhing churches, than the Preghyie-
nans: although in this part of the country, as
many others, there is noue tnore able, In eome
of the tow nehips about this place, and along the

shores of Linke Eric westward, it is to be observed,
ast census,

which wag tahen abou? 1w o years since, the Pres-

byterinus numbered half the popnlation.  But
many of them not having the ministrations of a
clergyman of their own persuasion to waitupon,
have gone over to other denominations Some
have jouned the Episcopalians, some the Method-
ists, and some the different Linds of Baptiste,

t felt | which not only exist, but are pretty numerous 1shl.

hile others go near no place
of worlip, and are sinking into heéathenism.
Shall it b~ belicved when 1 say that Presbyteriane,
and Scotchinm too, who have been taught better
tnge in their natve land, vioiate the eabbath here
without shame or fear or any other testraint—who
cut their firewood, dnve waggons loaded with mer-
chandize, und engage 1n other kinds of work when
they shoull be in the house of God, and smile at
those that reprove them.  Bat here 1 may mention
as one of the circumstances that accounts for this
state of things, that between § meoe aud fime
hurstburg, a distance not much short of 200 mles,
and for a breadth of about 40 miles back from the
shores of Lake Ene, there 15 at preaent no scttled
Preshytenan clergyman, cither in connection with
the Lstablshed Church of Scotland or of the
Presbytenan Church of Canada,  Here 13 alarge
tract of country beautifully situated, deasely sct-
tled, 0ad 03t of it exceedingly rich. 18 Pres-
byteriansshould furnish sufficient work and sup-
port for twemy clergymen.  Skill and energy are
greatly wanted here to turn the resourcee of the

throughont Canada, w

independacce, and others are getuing fast over
their difficulties.  Had shey, however, bLeen
truincd to the profession which many of them em-

collectively, they have the means of supporting

I

inits prosperity awakened amongst them. Al-

nessor utter apathy concerning religion in goneral,

yet I feel couvinced, from circumstances I have

witaessed, but which I caanot stop here to specify,
that there clumbers in the back woods of Canada
much of that spinit which has, for the last twenty
months, distinguished so much the Free Church
of Scotland in the cyes of Christendom. Agency,
proper agency, is wanted to stir it_up, and call
forth its”encrgies into exercise,  Look for that
agency across the Atlantic.  Trytoobimm it. I
yau succeel, Canads, if I mistake no?, will do
wonders on its own footing, and from its own re-
sources.  You will in this locality, as well asin
others, meet with_irreligious and with unrcasoaa.
blewnen, men that call themselves Presbyterians—
aye and Free Churchmen--that have a_thousand ob-
jections to_ urge.against the building of churchés
and the supporting of .clergymen, whea such mat-
ters are proposed to. them.  One will- gravely tel)
you lie has aa instalment to pay for his land next
year, and that must be paid whatever will happes,
otherwise he will be tarned out, and therefore e
cannot give anything. for. the-support of religion
il that be seitled.  Another ‘siys, what needs hé
sign a paper for any such purpoec? he may have

! e ligion, nnd they would support it were they be 0
the gabbath.  In St. ‘Thowas, an aceeptable cler- | alive 1o a sense of its i nportance, and an interest | disposed 10 join us,

a bad erop next year and may therefore not be able
to pay his subscription. Auother one, after pay-
ingout his awn tund and pocketing hia deed, has
purchased land for his eon, and he tells you that
"tmust be paid wlll'nlcvcr shall llnlqppcxl;t._ Amlnh;r
“toe by past misfortunes, got himeell anvolved,
e T et rof lus debt before he will

“and he must get clea
; and he cannot help you.

“take more upon his head,
' Thas cvery cxcuse and any excuse is caught at,
“and urged tn ondes to get {ree. The sccrct is, they
*are upwilling, sod thercfore thete isa lion in the
way. Dnt there is n spirit very different from this
Even hete are men who

to be found in Canada. Ev h ] )
“aré willing to support religion according to their
n beyond their ability.

* ability—and not a few eve _
"“I'a these, under providence, muat Canada look in
 the meantime, as themamstay of its Fresbyterian-
i We hope their leaven will #pread and in-
crease. Itis greatly tobe desied that ministe: 3
and missionaries could be got to visit the neglected
‘pantsof the Lord’s vincyard in this country, that
"those who are piously ditposed might-have the
'more apportunity of mamfesting thei? zcal in_be-
half of religion, that others mightbe Jed to imitate
! their example. Further, were nominal chrietians
" taught that Godlinegajs profitable unto all thinge—
 that the true religion is a8 bulwark to a nation and
i to property, as well as a incans of salvation tomen,
they might be led first from wotldly considerations
1o give it mote countenance and sotnc support,and
{yltimate’y be led to take a higher view- of it and
I g0 receive ond cordially support it as the-ordinance
of God for thesr own eternal salvation. )
Ihave preached inall the Townshipsexcelting
1 Southweld, between St. Thomas and the shores of
Lake St. Cliur; viz., Duowich, Aldborough, Or-
ford, Moward, Harwich, Raleigh, Chatham, and
T'ibury Fast.  With the exception of Aldborough
and the town of Chatham, we held our-meetings
mn School-houses, and nearly all of these houzes
' arc of a most misernhie description, cold and un~
able, The people, on being asked ** why
cou not hetter placesof worship?** (for'such
ns 1frequently put to them,) answered gene
« what need we give ourselves trouble about
¢ seldom have need of them'; -we
gcacely cversce a Minister,”” In all these places;
with two exceptions, ‘we hud very full meetings,
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' and some of them were niuch crowded.  The exs

ceplions were cases in which intimation had
been sufficiently epread.  We have had with
tists, Methodists, Episcopalians,- &c.,- in
place. Mauy of these;. ériginally
he Presbytcrian Church; are’ yet
if ‘there were a Presbytenian
ister within their reach. Not'a few of eur
e here have joined asccr whose Minister,'1
informed, advises his people not 10
ity till
1! What
would the Presbyierians of Scotland ‘say; if they
heard that this misguided man’s diabolical counéil
'is listened 10, and to a considerable extent acted
‘upon? Could a'Jesuit from Rome teach ddetrines
moré subsersive of Christ’s  Kingdom, and of the
best interest of society, -or more-calculated to es-
tablish the Prince of Durkness “upon his ‘throne,
than thig man'sadvice is2' "We hope the duy is not
far distant, when_guch teachers os this-will*be
t abliged 1o hide their heads, evén in Canads, where
almost ail sorts of doctrines obtain curretcy.

1 have preachied in Zoma and Moea twice, and
in Eckfrid several times. . There areé large bodies
of Presbyterinns int these Towaships, and they have
got up “three places of. worship, but thereiis none
of them' seated get, nor properly closed “in’; but
they are prepared 1o finish them all, if theyhad
any prospect of havi ﬁg ‘8 Clergyinan soon scttled
among them. The Eldérs in Eckfrid  teet every
Sabbath’in_ cach others houses, abd engage ‘in
religiousscrvices wiihi the peopléof the aéighbour-
hood, *Meetings of ‘this sor}-on ‘thé Sabbath; and
prayer meetinge, are vety much niéglectéd thirough
Canads.

almost” every’
belonging to t

Min

Janads. The “édication”of “the ‘young is sleo
greadly ovetlooked, tomerimes Swing 10 a diffienlty
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