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tln,"ad it W'~as u1poin «Ithenm al." The prayer offered for thein (Jolhui xvii.

20-293) -%vas answered 011 theni i ail its fulness.
There is no côntemiplation so ennobling -and elevating as the triuiphs of

ChJristianlity, as they (are dlescribcd i the Newv Testament. ]iehold the
Jewisi eAiers> occupying the seat of judgnlient, with tlîeir long" robes, their
broad phylacteries, invested witii ail the ponip and poe of office. Yet howv
thley quail bellore two unedlucatcd fishieriei, in Ineai (attire, Wh'o Plewd the
cause of Christ with a broad Galileanl accent, hioling up thir rougb and
horny hands, rendered liard by daiIy toil. The fact is, the fi-shermnwr
arined wvith the truthi and Spirit of God, and hience their words of' life, aîîd
power.

We learn hiere the truc secret of the Clun'rch's power. It is the depository
of thie truth of God,-thie presence and operation of the Holy Spirit, the
ininistry of angels, also the grand theory of his providlence and grace. Aniong
its inenîbers there is jPray-, fei, un2ily, and love, and an efficient ininistry-
such a conLbination of agenciés as renders the Church of GodI invincible.

Why should we not, iii the present day, witness displays of thc powver
and gr-ace of Christ, i conne tion with the pircaclîiîîg, of the Gospel, equally
as successfül? Is there xîot a d.tngyer lest w~e shouid think of' the coininc of
the iIoIy Spirit, on the daýy of Pentecost, siimplly as a ra(,st fact iri the hiistory
of the Divine dispensations ? It is suchi a, flaet, but it is more than this. he
fuiuess of the Spirit wma designed to pervade ail ages,-was to be the heritage
of the Church to the end of thuie. \Ve ia-ve not to ask for another I'ent-ecost.
We have to claim, ini humble faith, the Penitecostal blcssing whicli the Spirit
waits to inipa;rt.

Is it too muchel to say that if the universai Church of Christ, since thoo3e
tinies, hiad lived, as hiad the first Church, for exampie, that Chrilstianity
at this day would hiave been the one religion of the wvor1d ? The wvorid could
not have stood bef'ore it. But Christians were iiufaithiful. Tlîey becaîne
worldly i their spirit. They weakened the trutlî by adînixtures of error and
unsanctified opinion,-they affected secular grreatness,-soughlt to have themn
largre instead of ctood,-quarrelled about cerenuonies and trifles,-lost thieir first
zeai and love; thley oTieved the IIoly Spirit of God, and in a ineasure forcedl
his departure frein thiiex. They becanie the scorni and laughiter of the hieattuen
for their foolisliness. Instead of coliverting the wofld, the world eucroached
upon thiein; and in mnany instances, both ini individuals and comînuiinities,
extinguished the heavenlly lighit.

Howv important that wve shîould return to first principles,-studcy Christi-
anity as fouild in the New Testament. Our power to bless the w-orl does îuot
consist ini beautifuil churchles, i a splendid ritual, in secular gyreatuess, in out-
ward poînp, in grreat i.unbers; but in deep and solid piety the efl'ects of the
indivelling of the Holy Ghiost. This wvill press into God's service and the
Church,--property, influence, learning,-everything that is available for so
important an end (see JVcslcy's Hymuns, 16 and 707.) MINIMUS.
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