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FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

DOG-IN-THE - MANGER FOLKS.

;1(( £ should fancy that dog in the picture above
15 not blessed with a very gowl temyer. |
Certainly he is not a very amiable person,
and s treating with scant cartesy those patient-faced |
cows who are waiting for their supper of hay, upon |
which, however, his irritable majesty sits. Bad temper :
is enough to put up with, but when it is joined with |
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a spivit of selfishuess it s sure to make its pussessor
miscrable and eversbody obsee. Who would
to «all that dog his friend, when the wretched |
creature s unable to cat the hay itself, and yet will
not let the oot conws enjoy it 0 Let us hope that the
master thereof soon appeared upon the scene with o
suitable stich, and made way for the inoffensive Leasts
to have their meal undisturbed by the cur.

But it is wot anly fourdegged animals who v
ill-natured 5 there ave, we fear, a good 1ot of folks who,
while not actualy sitting jounting in a manger, are
~howing  just the  same vl sphit towards  their
neighbows, They have got all they want  nay, more, |
they have something whivh wenld nudhe othes happs,
ut is no good to themselves, Tt as to giving it
anay ot letting other people enjoy it tom this neva
enters Into their heads; they have money el plenty
to spare, and all their wants e supplied, Tt the oo
hungry people who Juoh up to them fur foud, and the
Tittle children who min alnnt the streets inall weathers
il clothed, have no efft upon their hearts. These
people Whe are so unhind, although they walk on |
two legs and wear cluthesy while human ereatures, are |
little better than dogs in the manger. |
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Please notice that sclfish folks are never happy, for
he who would have a light heart must have an open
hand,  The Bible says, “the generous soul  shall
live,” and this means not only length of days, hut
usefulness and honour.

Now let us ask God fv save us from the spirit

; of the dag in the manger, and grant us His gwe to

be loving and hind towards everybody.  Perhaps we
kuow some gomd people who set us a capital example
in 45 respeet, but we had better tarn {o the Gospels,
and there we shall find our perfect copy in Him who
went about doing good.  The tender-hearted Saviour
was cvier ready to bless and comfort those arvund
Him, and rather than keep back from them what He
wight have given only of His abundance, He taught
us self-sacrifice, and gave Himself altogether for our
sakes to live and die.

Al dear weader, It us be loving one toward

“another, in brothedy love preferring our neighbour,

doing our hest to serve rather than Ie waited upon,
and o fulfilling the law of Christ. When we come to
die awd die we must one day  we shall lovk back
and askh ourselves, 1< amybody the hetter for my
lifc?” Then what a joy it will he to answer ones
own heart 1 “Thank Gad, T have, by His grace, done
my best to make others happy, and tried thus to walk

" in the steps of my blessed Lord.”  This will smooth

owr pillow and help to lighten that dark valley,
through which the Lord Jesus will lead us in safety,
and by whose grace and love we would do all
things. Jezge Page.




