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ond the very deep interest he took in its proceedings
He liad every year attended its Conferences, and they
had been the means of giving him an increased con-
viction as to the scriptural character and. claims of the
Alliance, and the importance of the vhjuct it sechs to
accomplish, Ile felt that its mission and movements
were eminently called for at the present time, and
that it was doing a work which no other existing
society had the means of doing. e thought the
ci:cumstances in which the Church was now placed.
and the events that were now transpiring, were Jead-
ing many Christian prople to think about union who
had never thought of it before. They had admitted,
. perhaps, that union was in the main a good thing m
its way, but they did not viuw il us of sufficient im-
portance to lead them to become identificd with an
organisation specially formed for its promotion ; but
now they were beginning to see that the manifested
love of God's people was both imnportant and ncecesary.
Many who had not yet joined the Alliance were taught
to respeet it, and to speak of it in very different words
10 those in which they were accustomed to speak of it
and were constrained to admit that a very large
amount of goud has been effected by its agency. It
might not have made for itself what was called a
great fact in history ; but it occupied now a very im-
portant pusitiun, and never amore important.  Still. it
was matter of regret that the great majority of Chrie-
tian people in this country were standing very much
aloof from it. They did not uppuse it, they did object
to union; but they said it was impracticable. But
the Alliance had proved the contrary.  During the se-
ven or cight years they had met together, sume of the
most uclicate and diflicult questions had buen discuss-
ed ; there had been no shelving or shirking of them.
but a discussion of them with the vutspohen plainness
of homest men, who fully believed what they said,
and the result had been cmiventiy gralifying and
successful.  People had said that they were.all lucifer
matches and gunponder, and as svon &s they got
together they would g) off ;.but hie supposed the mate-
rinls had been dipped in the waters of the sauctuary,
for, at all cvents, no explosion had taken place. It
was thus seén, that while there was a diversity of
sentiment there might be an alliance of heart, and
that it was pussiple for picty to rise abuve party, and
for Churclimen and Dissunters to meet as Christians,
and to act and to love as Lrethren.  The divisions that
had existed bad ) roduced much evil, as will as pre-
vented the performance of much goud. AN Christians
were always one, it was true, but they should be une
in feeling and affection, and show to the world that
they were 0; and he would ask those who otjected
to the present machinery, to show him something bet-
ter in operation, ard he would most likely join it.
He believed that no one would ever rcpent having
becn associated with the Alliance, cither on carth orin
glory. He would observe, with respect to the aspect
of the present times, that everything secemed to be sny-
ing in a loud voice to Clristian men, pray, work,
unite, as the only way to be prepared to mee. the
wants of {be world, and to oppuse the spreading evils
of Popery and infidelity. Popery was never tired,
and Christians ought, thei efore, never to be tired cither.
From Cardinal Wiseman down 1o the humblest priest
under him, the object was to cffect the downfall of
Protestantism, to pull down the truth of the Bible,
snd set up one eternal lie. This, however, need not
be, and would not be, accomplished unless the Chris-
tians 6f Britain were traitors both to themselves and
to God. Thé union of France and Lngland in war
against the Czar was referred to as a valuable lesson
to the Cbristian people of this land, who had a common
foe to meet and overcome. Let ibever be remember-
ed that therp was something far more important than
the assertion «f party opinions—namely, the salvation
of souls and the glory of God. There were many dac-
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Jers in the path of the Church at the present moment,
but let there Le thorough unity of heart and oneness
of effort, and they neced not fear any attemps at th
Jesceration of the Sabbath, or the cztablishment o
Lopery, but all would be well,  [Applause.]

The Rev. W. H. RuLe adverted to the foundation
on which the Alliauce was established. 1laving
ascertained & common ground for union, they had
gone on in the occupation of the ground, and were
well satistied that they were not mustaken in the posi-
tion they had taken'; and, as for people standing
aloof, e did not exactly know that they dud stand
aloof ; and even if he did, it would not be the best
generalship in the world to tell people how few they
were.  But the Alliance had made a vast advance,
and in the practice of many religious buties they had
commanded a perfect imitation, If the members were
to meet once a year merely to say how glad they were
to sce each other, they would be lusing an important
opportunity. e rejoiced that there were two great
matters that would cngage the attention of the Alli
ance—Lopery, and thedesceration of the Saubbath.

The advacates of these were kindred enemies : and
if Christiins would oppose the qne cffectnally, they
must undertake a vigorous opposition to the other,
If the Papul aggression had been, as some eontended,
a simple assaulf upon the hierachy of the Church of
Edgland, it would have been but a very small matter
in his estimation, and he would not have concerned
himself abont it. If it had heen only the outburst of
a~pirit of -opposition to the Three Denominations, Lo
would have let the Three Denominations fight it out,
while attending himself to his proper work. caring
not two straws ahout it. And he would only ha-e
concerned himself so far as his pasition rendered it
uccessary, even if it had heen a movement aganst
methodism. But this Papal aggression he regarded
as an assault upon our cummon Christianity, aud was
rcady, thercfore, to oppose its advance with every
power which he possessed.  Next session they must
try to disendow Maynooth. Tt would noet do to leave
tliis to the Protestant Ascociation, and the Reforma-
tion Socicty; all Christans must unite together to
accomplish this object ; and if the Alliance represeot-
«d in any degree whatever the Christianity of Ingland,
they must apply theirfpersonal and Lollect’ve intiucnce
todiscndow Maynooth. And if the Crystal Palace the
Dritish Muscum, and other places of national exhibi-
tiun were not to be opencd, they must not leave it to
the Sabbath societies, but must unite with every other
sucicty and with the whole body of Coristians in this
country, and see that there was such a pressure of
opinion upon Her Majesty's Government and the Legis-
lature, that the law of the land should not be evaded,
or tampered with, or changed, but that, as & Protes-
tant country, our legislation should rise more nearly
to the Protestant standard, and, as a Christian coun-
try, should rise more nearly to the Christian standard.
Tihen it would not be said, when the Alliance met
next year, that nothing had been done, but it would
prove itself, under the blessing of God, to have been
largely instrumental in promoting the best interesis
of Christanity and the country. [Applause.]

The Rev. J.F. Witry, of Sheffield, mude a fewre-
marks upon the necessity for activity amongst Chris-
tiansin the present day. Theuncertainty of life, recent-
ly so strikingly manifested, was certainly a call for
increased dilligence.  The very essence of true spiritual
life consisted in a paramount desire to extend through-
out the world a knowledge of the great and savin
truths of the Gospel, irrespective of denomination
distinctions.  He urged this view upon the audience,
by referring to the fact that the enemics of the Gospel
were active in the cause of sin and crrer. Jn bis own
district, which comprised & population of 6,000, there

were no less than 1,200 persons who openly avo




