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sufflejent force of armed men to capturG the arçenal. Col. Puff-
poucli was one of the Governor's staff, and of course tiiere were
gooà reasons for such preference bcing given. In the first place,
lie was a personal friend of thec Governor, and lie was a resident of
the town, particularly interestcd in wviping away this indignity. Hec
-%vas a lawyer and a politician. Hie liad been a member of the
Federal Congress ul) to the time of President Lincolu's accession,
wben, it %Vas said, lie witlîdrew from that body witlî au irnplress of
air and mien thiat inade, so somne thouglit ab the tixne, the Northern
members féel dccidedly humble and exceedingly "1checap. " Hc lîad
obtained bis titie of Coonel by certain littie jobs, niot executed by
thec sword, and consequently he linew as mucli and as littie as tlic
maýjority of such militia, paper officers ; in fact lie wvas au illustra-
tion of tlic singular rule wbich secmed to, obtaîn, that fitnbss for
position wvas in ain inverse ratio to rank; in other words the liguier
flic bitle tlic lcss %vas Lknown.

.As to courage, thiat was unquestioned by any one wlîo belicved
bis personal record ; in fact hoe claimed that lie fcarcd neither mnan
nor "ldevii." The secret of bis appointment w-as a, persoîîal dlaim
for services rcndered, and a consequent rigblt to thc lionor of lead-
in- bis brave colistituency to baffle.

Tue appointment to this special w'ork inflated hM to, ail alarm-
ing degrce. Everyone -who liad flic privilege, or could safely ven-
turc to look at bim,might sec thiat lie was laden witbi great events.
Nie so far unbcnt from bis self-contained secrecy, as to iinform flic
civic authorities of flic important work iîitrusted to him, and some
littie i-espccting flic manner in wbidhlie intended to carry it into
execution.

The news flew likie fire in flax, tlic wliole town appeared simîîl-
taneously to, posscss flic intelligence, and strange w-as thec excite-
ment. Our beo, cool and calciilating,lookzed dow'ni upon ftic storm.
lie ]îad raised witli mudli complacency, proud as a wizard magician,
confident iu thc potency of biis spelîs. In flic common order of
things,men beconio lîcroos flirougli thc force of events in W-hidli they
bave led. lu tlîis case, bowever, lie w-as a liero in anticipation of
events.

Hie sta.lked amongy tue vulgar populace as a nman by Ilimself:
and among bis fcllow citizens wvitli a mind 50 appareutly pre-occu.-
pied flhat fcw carcdl to disturb sucli cogitations by a salute. Whil&,
travelling in thc States. wc we.re told that the Colonel's aspect and
dcportmcnt actually surprised, and for a time dceivcd, bis own
-%vife, w-ho w-as a remarliably slirewd, inatter of fact kiud of w-oman.
Sho w-eiglied appearances very carcfully, collectcd antecedlents, and
came to, the strange conclusion, that flic w-l affair w-as a "lhlum-
bug"' and a proof of the saying fIat ' one fool often makies many,'
but that sIc w-s nof going to, be imposed on by sucli assumption.
lie could not make a fool of ber. IlLook bocre, Mr. Puif," said flic
irreverent spouse, Ilno Coloncling me, if you please, y-ou sec I amn
w-ide aw-akc, and if wvont answcr ' no bow' Mr. Puff." So tlic Col-
onecl blîd to collapse. In flic ncanfime, flic flag continued to w-ave
over the arsenal in utter and proud defiance of braggardism, blus-
ter and fustian. Thc Colonel was trying negotiation, but with


