
THE CANADA FARMER.

m ~Xtur~ ~isovî thei rock ttcfipccrc.Tho Ravea is onnivorons
411-e tUralbat by prefcrcnce, carnivorous, dciightlng la the flcsls

or emai aninr'lIs of every kiiid, sivcl as cggse Young
T ho Rayon. birds, cardion, dcad tiah, mollutisi, crustaceana, aud

inects. Dr. Richardson rtpcaking af ils habits in thec
*.s c<tfltvOflL, Ilornm) fur ceîîntries says, IlThe expcricuce native, wiîcn

est anti mostpowcerfîil species c! flc ie ecsl frm attir a hlock ai Ravens whvliing lit Emal
fanilly. IL lias t cry inember füllh cires, knows that a party of bis cotintrymen, iveli
..iapell, and tthcî lit ftdi plumage, ii pruv idedl v, 1%1 venisun, are encampcd un lte spot, or
mîost nobie-iaoking bird. Tuera is, tlint a band cf welves are preying ou tflicCarCas8 of
loue waralew abut the expression ranme ai the larger quadrapeds, andi pushles on

1'=ý_7 M Î._

uste naveu, that produces an navolirabîlo idea, briskly, in the certain prospect of baving bis wauts
and is lu matkeil conîrast te the fr.auk anti opens dar. snppicd.
Ing, accn lit the cardiage ot mnîy ra1îtoriat birds. Wtsen rearcd tramn the nest, the Raven becamerc
This opinion trouild sceni tu bave becu hî.îuted dairni extremely familiar, and iu a stable or cotirt-yard ik
front antiquity ; fer long before nauîru lîistary was a saine service iu destroying rats, lis instinct, how-
rednccd ta a science ; Il tise evil-bodiîîg crair -- er, dues not tencli it iwlectioiî. anid accurdingiy
Iinfausta cornux "-fiannd a place ii niany savage yeîng. puppies. or early pouttry. are not respecled

superàtitions, or serveil as Uic embietu of bad fortune more, titan veraîtîl TIare is littho differecee betireen'
in tisa talcs af the historiait, or iu the iuagtary af the tue bexes except iu size, the maie bcing eiightly lsurg-
poet. er and li.t'.ug flic lanceoltû icatherg in Uhe beau and

Thse Europcau Rayon (cortus cor(e) bears a cloaýe neet. longer, and more markcd, ta thse iîdglit o!
resemblence ta tise bird we are dcscribing, aînd by pliumagc, during the lireeding scason i.-s clear and
soute authorities, the tiro bave beeui regartird as dark glossy plumage, with briliiant steei-blue or pur-
itienticai. Anclubon looks upon thei as the sa&me, plibli retiections, render IL a beaittiftl object Le the

nile saune meodern irriters censider ilium dibtiîir * naturatist.
Witisout presuming ta docide se nice a question. ive Tise tisiering propensities snd cunning of tisa Raven
snay jut remark that the Enropean and Auterican are proverbial ; and many authors have reisted auec-
specles resenible cach aiser so clascly liu oery par- dotes of lis wonderfai intellectual powcrs. Capuain
ticular of size, Bhape, aud disposition, thil, net um. McClure, tise weii-kuown Arctic, voyager, relates the
probabiy, nodern irritera on ornithology have drawn foiiowing. "Twa rvens,"lic bsaNs, lonce establisis.
a distinction misera a difliŽrencc did îlot reatiy exist. cd iluenselves as iriends eft lie family iu Mercer Bay,

The Rtaven prefers a moiautainous range oficountry, living"mainly by wriaI little scraps thse mou inîglit
thougli aI tise sanie tune, wien in parsuit ai food, itl have Ibrova away aiter meailtimes. Tisesbipls dôg,
frequents cuitivalcil districts, antd even tihe vidiuity hotvcver,*Ioked utpou thern as bis espccial perquisiles
ai towns. Gcneraily, il issacu alane or ii pairs, but aud exhibited considerable encrgy in maintaining hisý
aller fisc brecding season, it may occasioally be oh- riglits against thse Ravena ; mise, nevertsciess, out-
servein uamali flocks. "'Tieflight is rapid, elevated, %vitteti hlm lu a iray uhicli anused evcry ane. Oh.
andi protracted, ofica soaring far baetrs at a lime, aI a serving tbat hae appeareil quite wilhing ta niaie a
great beiglil. On tho graunil, the gait is gr.tvo and mouthfui ai tisir-own sable persans, tbey nacil ta
dignifled, with frequént opening ofthIe vrings.- ils iliroi tiesecves iaîcuhionniiy in bis way just as thse
fivourite breeding banis are precipitous rocks, cihler mess-tins were being cicared out on thc dust hcap
on tise a-coast or inland. l'he nebt is formcd af au aatside tissip. Tisedog waid imtaediately ruuuut
immense mass cf sticks,.ivarnily and compactiy lincd thena, andi they woulti just fly a f-ew% yards ; the dog
inside witlt isir or waol, andl scuîrcîy place1 ou saine dieu maIe another rami, anti again îsey weuld appear
projectiug abeiva or icîge; or if, on tue taa efthe te escape inb but by an minch, andi Bo on, until tbcy
clu, aomo ageil andI time-worn iree ahill romaint, andi liaI temopti andiprovoeetif tQ tise 8bore at consid-
zauallofrd a atUt~i rcstiug-psuce for the heavy eralile distance ahi. Tison tpte Havons wonlW iako a

til~Ipiflmomtimcsclctc. lgencrai,hlowever, direct flight, for lise slip, and hall generally dou gooti
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xccuticn beicre te mortified.iackîng dag dctected
hi mposit on thathad beca practised upon ltr, and
u8bed bacc ogain."1

The r.ayon is ccebrated for ils longcvity, soe Ia.
tances being on record ixhere the bird bas altalncd
lie age artne lîundrcd ycars.

Wild Sheepof Thibet.
Lcaving Jauiung, ire strick irf la a nortberly di-

cetion, stlit foiiowing tlic couise of the ail river
a*àng iose Bides me al a-d neded !nte Thibet, and
arrired ai lis aourcoe-al dark, coppcrish-iooking pool
of abolit forty square yards in extcnt,situated lita
complete cc d-tle é-c 'of bis. The water la the
pool %vas intonsely reit, andi seenird of grest depth.
Aliong it.q; o,Jga tvorîl um-rnti p,-trifactions, con3st-
ing oi the -hall, eintl bol n.î ai L.uarrLI and -Ovis amn-
mon, .. soute oretm lo- perfet.t in forui aud shape.
The Ovis amn ai a gig4n:tu ilypecies of wild abeep.
peculiar ta Thibet, but flo, rnmero;in. They are
seoldent met with lower f li' fiureen thousanil et.
thpîir îîsiîal habitat beiuîg a a iniîcb higber elevation.
WVe irere not forturafte %vhî:~iî bîst lnîntiing ia tins
direction ta procure a itpecimen of tlîc8e extraordn-
ary animali andl onlv sair a fane antnn immense dia.
tant'-' An 11n oppn plain, ivlier(, lucre ivas iiot the ]eut
posQ!bl-a elauce ai being able ta get încar theni, bat
ire t in witlî auhers ou% :înoflîe occasion. The
native naine for tliem ila it'ea *' là. hcight thcy are
betiwee*n fo'irtcî'n anti flPéeu ltiitus the temale be-
ing tiiirteen iiandï bigh. Tiie5 are, et ail avi id anl-
mais, lthe tuinst biiy and keen ai aiglît. and poasess greiat
jiairers of smell. Thse pursuit ar Mient is atteuded
vitli marc diffleuliy thai. chast ai any allier garite.

Oit bviîîg distuirbeil they go ciTat a tremenulous spcedp
gradîîally sîîljsiding inio a walk, but nat stopping
fer tiies uintil qtuicc.utoet iglit. They axesupposeul
roble identical witn the Siberian- argali" and the
*bigliexa"c- or octy Motntain s;beepilaCaitornia.

In colon r thcy are af a reddish grey, wuth patches ai
whit- about the ncck andbrenat. Tiscir cas are
shert, tbih-I'k set, andl britule like the burrel ; legE

lun un seîîer wih i&re kcejaiis Their boras
aweufgreat aize, and ctîr,îcd litke a îame ; irbea full
g amun thry average Ibi. te 2-lin, lu eircumicrenct
at tie base, ndi fioin -l4in. ta ô4in. ronnd thse clirve
Tiosi' of Vie femnale are cansiderahly lms la alze
being ùnly lOiin. or ILin. in eircuniierecc, and froir
15in. ta 24in. in lenguib. Thse buncisaur or wild yak.
'il.. kiang or nçild borse, %vere uat te be fourni In-îbc
quarter we waorc hunting in at ibis tine ; but whec
we %ç ere proceediug in a nortis.cas.erly course, ent

devu Iog croFs over a pass that bail never beer
I, ateimupted by Europeana, beibre ira passed througi
I Us district ia %visicb lisey are met mih.
ITise IlOvis polli," anoiber varlety of the wilul

siieep species, suppoecd ta bce even larger than thse
<ivis amma)n, is salut Io exist i.. the extrema, tnnIberl
parts otTitibet, mnid is aise foîind ln Bokisara, on thi
elcvated plain ai l>amir. castwarîi ai Bokisara. irbere
il is caileil by tise natives aRaBse.-1--RoBa, la 17li

Peouliar Fish.
We bave,'* says Sir Charles Bell, a curions ln.

stance cf thse prec.sion et thse cye and of the adaption
af mutscular action, La t4e beakeil chxrtadon, a Uib
whics inhabita thc ladian rivera, and lives on the.
smalier aquiaiio files. Wbea it observes one aigted
uupop a tiwig. or flying aver (for it cant abocul tuem
en tise igi. it darts a drap af mater with uo.at.s*y
an aina as ta bring tise fly down into the irater, wb.n
il tit18 an easy prey. Ir %vili bit a fly at tbe distance
of fram tbred to six fcu. Another fish a ofthe sme
arder, the zeus, bas tep ofa farruing ils mentit
latI), atube.adsuria lc, sa as ta encumber
tiseir- minga, andl briîîg 15m ta the surface et thse
watcr. Iu these instances, a diffictil y will readiiy
occur t tiserader. l(l e.4t lî fiaijudgeo aposi-
tioti, ice lta rays ot ligisI are refracted at the snr-
fâce f Uic iater? Dor-s instinct enabto, It ta do tbîls
or is it by experience?!"

'Nîtr, Sir Obtarles Dit iras oneo0f tisa class obeer-
Versa sud t;_. nijost trusîtypriy writers of bis tlMe, 00
uliat his autljPrlty js unqucsýionable.


