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Discases of the Ossoous System in Horsea,

Ringbone,

This serious diseaso of the bony structaro is exceedinaly
provalont amongst the horses on this continent, and many
anrammal 19 rendered comparatively valueless from becom-
ing affected with it.

Ringbone, =3 its name implies, is a ring of Leny matter
{oxostosis) extending around the lower part of the limb,
attackiny the lower part of the large pastern bone, or the
uppér part of the small pastern bone, and volving the
articulation below the fetlock, which is usually designated
the pastern joint. In this disease, tho same changesgo on
as in spavin, and, therofore, as well as tho abnormal bony
doposit, there is frequently uleeration (caries) of tho
articular surfaces of the botes, and osseous matter is thrown
out both in and around the joint, until the articulation
assumes one sohid mass. Occasionally, tho cxostosis
extends downwards into the foot, involving the coffin bone,
end matenally affazting the natural condstion-of both the
sonaitivo and mnsensitive structures of the foot.

Ringbone may o:ther affect the fore or hind limbs, and,
in tho meat of cases, causes lameness, although exceptiona!
cases are occasionally met with when ringbones have
attained a'considerable size without producing lameness,
and apparently interforing but little with the animal'
action.

Tho causes of ringbone, liko those of spavin, are predis.
posing and exciting, and, so long as horses and mares
affected with ringbones are kopt for breeding purposcs,
this discase will prove a source of trouble and of loss to the
breoder. Of course, thero aro exceptional cases, as, for
instance, a good strong, well-formed ammal may become
aflicted with ringbone, the result of some twell-marked
oxciting cause, as a sprain or otherjury, and still may be
perfectly safo for breeding purposes.

Horses with very upright pasterns have also a tendency
to ringbone.

Percival, in writing of ringbone, says that form as well
a3 broed is concernod in tho production of ringbone. A
ooarse, or hali-bred, fleshy or bony-legged horse, with
short and upright pasterns, is, we have observed, the
ordinary subject of this discase, and there exist satisfactory
reasons why wo should expect him to be so. Tho pastern
or cofiin bones constitute the nethermost parts, the pedes
tals, of the columns of bones composing the limbs ; and,
being so, they receive tho entire weight and force trans
mitted from above. Tho pastern, when long and
oblique in position, receives the superincumbent weight in
such a direct line that, bending towards the ground wit}
tho fetlock, nothing like jar or concussion follows. The
very reverse of tins, however, is hikely to happen every
time the foot of a limb, having a short and upnight pastern
oomes to the grounl. Int, instead of theweight descend-
ing obliquely upon the scysamoids, and the fetlock bending
therewith, it deszends direct, or nearly so, upon the
vastern, making this bone entirely dependent upon the
bane beaeath it. the cofin bone, for counteractive spring
and, should anything ovcur to destroy or diminish thi
spring, or to throw more eight, or to throw weight mor.
saddenly, upon the cofin bone than 1t can counteract, ja.
of the whole apparatus cnsues, and an cffort of nature tc
streagthen the parts, by investingz them with callus and
ossification, is likely to be theultimateresult. Forwe wounl
view ringbone, disease though it most assuredly must bz
callod, as frequently, in yoang horses, a resource naturc
stems invarially to fly to, whenever the {pastern) Lonc
a2d joiats aro fonal uacgus’ to tho exertions or cffort.
reguired of them.

The exciting causes are such as arise from hard and fa.”
wwork, and expesinlly in young horses Lefore the bones ane
joints are sufficiently matured.  Severe sprains may prove
a cause, and also the great atrain thrown upon the huny
limbs, in particular when horses are foreibly Lacked whe
attached to a heavy load.

Ringbone, we believe, is sometimes tho result, in very
yonagcolts, of boing allowel to travel a considerable dis
tancs upon the hiand road, day after day, as s the caston
in 3gmo parts of Canada ; of working tio marc at all kinds
of wozk danng the greater past of tho tuno ahe 13 sucking

her foal, the little animal {requently being compelled
travel miles overy day.  Such exertion must neccssarily
tell upen tho upright pastern bones, and, moroe especially,
if tho systom is wealk from a want of a proper supply ot
nutritive milk.

A eevere punciure to tho foot sometimes proves the
primary oause, cither {rom direet injury, or from tho con
t.nued stra.n thrown upon the sound limb when an anima’
is unable to bear the duo proportion of weight upon the
mjured foot.

Ringhone is easily recognised asa hard bony enlargement,
mmediately abovo ths hoof cncasing tho whole of the
pastern joint, or 1t may bao confined to one side. Lamenes:
s generally present, which is most noticeablo at starting
and is sanly increased by flexing the joint forcibly. Wher
s.tuated on the fore Limb, and when both Lunbs are affected,
the horse travels as if ho was suffering from laminitls, H¢
places his heel to the ground first.

In cases of long standing, in the hind limb, thoe nutrition
of the whole limb is impaired causing a wasting or atrophy
of the muscles of the haunch.

Ringbone is incurablo in so far as restoring the part
affected to their natural condition, but, if tho treatmen:
relicves the lameness, 1t 13 usually considered that & cure
3 cffected. Ir its treatment, tho patient should have
completo rest, and, in an early stage, hot or cold wates
applications aro beneficial, followed by blisters, or the
actual cautery as recommendod for spavin.

On this continent, & great many nostrums are recom
mended and operations practised for the removal of ring
oones by a class of practitioners who pretend to perforn
wonderful and miraculous cures by using sevoro caustu
oreparations, and performing tho operation which 1
:alled, *“cutting out the feeder,” whereupon tho ringbone
1s said to die. Tho operation consists in cutting into the
uttle pad situated at the back of the fetlock joint.  This
theory is an exceedingly plausible one to one not conver-
sant with the structure of the limb, or the naturo of the
Jiscase, but the operation 1s an absurdity, as any person
:an reatily comprebend af he only takes a hittls tine ang
trutblo to .nvestizate auto the nature of tho complant.

Warts o2 Cow's Teats,

Iorror Caxapa TARMER :—Can Fou or any of your
correspondents inform me_the best method for removing
warts from cows' teats, I havea cow whoso teats arc
completely covercd with large, long warts, forming one
S:)lilf mass. L.’B.,

If tho warts have well-defined necks, cut them off with
3aissors and touch the places with lunar caustic (mitrate of
dlver).  Or, if horae-hair orsilk thread bo tied tightly
wround them, they will fall off in a few days.  If withott
well defined nocks, wet them and touch twith lunar caustic.
n a few days, cut off the dead, blackened parts, and touct
:sain.  If the places be sore after the warts aro remorved,
noisten the surfaces with tincture of aloes and myrrh ; anu
f ulceration setin, wash w.th a solution of sulphate of
anc of the strength of one drachm to a pint of water

The preseace of warts shows a disorganized state of the
.ystem. YWhen tho cause of thom is removed, they will
lisappoar of themselvos, They may proceed cither from a
“1ck or a rodundansy of vital force. Where warts are pre-
ent in such numrbers as oar correspondent mentioas, it will
.0 best to try to obl temate them a few at o time.

Tilm ox Iye cf Colt—Veterinary Works,

Epitor Caxapa Fanxer :—Will you givo mo the best
nethod for removing film from the eye of & horso? And
a1l you mention some of tao best veterinary works.

Barkervillo, B. C

A film on the cye, or opac.ty of tho comes, is due tc
-flus:on between the layers of that tranipareat membrane,
.ac resalt of some mjary to the eye, caus.ng mtation ana
aflammation. Generally, when the inflammation subsides,
he cffusion gradually becomes absorbed ; and its removal
nay Lo expedited by touching the eye every second day
with an cyo wash composcil of :—nitrato of silver, ten
,rains; distilled water, two ounces; to be applied by
neans of a small feather or camel's hair brush,

The best works on veterinary pract.ce aro Percival's,
Williamy', and Gamges's.  Tieso aro expensive works,
ranging from €15 to §20. Among cheaper works are
Slaanes, Youatt on Votennary Materia Medlica, Finlay
Jun s Matena Malica, Morton s Pharmacy, Dadd's Horse

Doctor, and Dadd s Cattle Doctor,

Woims and Bota,

Tpmron Cavaps Fandier :—Please siato what you
‘e;ommend to givo to horses for worms and for bots. I
mve seen my horses pass both of them,

Ellerslio, Ont. StpscRInEn.

Turpentine is a very good remedy for worms in horses,
‘mt must be cautiously administered It may be given in
‘oses of one and a half ounces, an- should be mixed with
ive or six ounces of raw lmsced oil, and the same quantity
of tepid water. Tho drench should be well shaken im.
nediately before given, as if the turpentino is not mixed,
vith the other ingredients it 15 apt to injure the mouth
md throat. Two doses may be given at an interval of
wo days, and, threo days afterwards, administer an aloctic
wrge. It is also advantageous to changoe tho food for a
‘ew days.

In cases whero the animal scems debilitated, a conrso of
*onics has a benoficial effect in restoring the system, and
hereby causing the removal of worms.

The samo remedies will sometimes oxpedits tho removal’
of bots, but it is questionable if wo possess any drag that
will causo the removal of bots, at certain stages, withount
Jroving injurious to the horse, so firmly Qo these parasites.
10ld on to the coats of tho stomach. DBots aro nod very
wrtful to borses, and do not causo so many complaints,,
ke., 83 i3 sometimes attributed to them.
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Colt with Diseased Ta~,

Eprron Caxapa FARNER :~I havo a co't that has inside-
{8 ear a lump tho s1zo of & marble. It breaks and runs,
nd then heals up. Can you tell mo what will tako it

wway.
Angus, Ont. AT,

Tho colt appears to bo affected with o fistuls, due to
somo irritant. The parts should bo well opened, and in.
jected with a strong astringent. In all probability a cure
;annot bo offected without an operation, and wo would
recommend you to consult a qualitied veterinary surgeon.

Mange in Pigs,

To a correspondent whoso piga were troubled with mango,
tho Live Stock Journal says :—

Mange is supposed by many to bo merely aroughening of
the skxgn, likopgﬁappm" of the hands oryiacc §n hun%:m
einge, arising from uncleanhness, or some carelessness; but
‘his 18 a mistake. It iscaused by a minute parasitical insect
inown as acarus,under the skin, hence washing will not rid
ho insect, or cure tho prg.  This samo disease attacks our
lomestic poultry, and is known as the *scab” leg, or
‘seurvy” leg, scales of largo size forming on the legs and
feet, these underlaid with a yellowish substance resembling
sorn racal.

In combating this disorder, cleanliness is first, for too
nach heating food, with scanty water, and a dirty pen,
nvito the insecta. When an animal s suspected of having
-he_mange, remove it from tho rest, and commence b;
«pplying to the skin a mixture of flower of sulphur ang
resh lard. If the ammal bo constipated, which often
-esults from feverishness induced by the presence of tho
weari, givo from a teaspoonful to a tablespoonful of tho
sulphur in a feed of slop. This will gently open tho
bowels, besides working through the pores of the skin, and
18 it doce, will materially assist in destroyiug the parasites.
A strong solution or decoction of tobacco juiceis a very
;00d remedy, but is not superior to the other. If the dis-
2as0 has been of very long standing, mercurial oint-nent is
.ometimes used ; but as this is poisonous, we  nld nct
~ezommend itsuse. Whereananimal has become iy ervicus
to tho influence of suli)hur, I think it best to remove him
‘rom his suffering, unless he is very valuable ; and ver
~aluable ones rarely, if ever, Fct 1t, for they recaive suc
$00d treatment, that they seldom or never contract it. As
 preventive, tho utmost cleanliness, and a freo uso of
waitewash in tho pens and yards, and proper feeding at
rogular mtervals, are recommended.

Mange 18 infeitious, amd very soon spreads through the
eatire herd if the animal is not removed.  Somo claim it to
be hereditary, but this is not proved.

DrstroviNGg LicE oy Catrik~To remevo lico from
eattle, make n salve of fresh land ground up with fine sul-
vhur {one ounce of sulphur to four ounces of lard), and raw
*inseod oil mixed with kerosene oil m the proportion of
four parts of linsecerd to one of kerosene.  These should bo
rabbeid from between the ears all along the backbone to tho
rout of the tal, about twice a week. Two applications are
Zenerally sutlicient.  They are notin any degree hurtiul if
they are I'ekerd Ly the cattle.  Lice whih hatve been placed
in cantact with & small ynantity of cither of tl.ese mix-
tures were inuncdi:\t&‘fv killedd, while mercurial ointinent
and carbolic acid farlad to kill them in soveral hours,



