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)EDITORIAL.

THE DRYING UP OF THE
- EUPHRATES.

At this time the eyes of the whole
world are directed towards the Turkish
Empire, and Constantinople its eepi-

tal. It may be well to refresh the-

memories of our readers in regard to
thoa rise of the Turkish power in Eu-
rope.

THE OVERFLOWING OF THE EUPHRATES.

The Dominion of the Turks in Eeat-
ern Europe dates from the tine they
got & hold of Constantinople. -

“Qn the 6th of April, 14538, Ma-
homet commenced thé siege with an
army of 250,000 men and 420 vessels
of all sizes. It was during this cele-
brated siege that monster guns were
first ased by the Turks, and Greek
fire, an incendizry sompound, was ap-
plied for the parposes of the defence.
Aftar o serics of ‘erribls combats, in
which fanaticism and despeir lent an
elraost miracnlous power to the axrms
of the contending forcss, tho city was
eaptuzed on the 28ib of May, Ths
Greok Emperor fell, fighting to ths
lest, end his uwaforbuncts eapiicl was
abandoned to all the horrers of pillnge
and slaughtor. So great was the de-
golation ezused by this terrible event
that oven the heort o Lichomed re-
lentzd, end he endecvourcd do re-
paople ths gity by vacalling the fugitive
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Greeks and according them many pri
vilegss, such as the free exercise of
their religion, as an inducement to re-
torn. Witk Constentinople fell the
Tmpire of Constantine the Great,
1,125 yenars after the rebuilding of the
city by that monarch. Mgzhomet IL.
fcllowed up his triumph at Constan-
tinople Ly a series of impoitant move-
ments on the line of the Danube, and
was so far successful as fo re-oconpy
Servian territory which hed been part-
ly wrested from the Porte during pre-
ceding réigns, and to compel John
Hunyady, the most active opponent
of the Turks, to make pesce and pay
% tribute to the Sultan. Under Ma-
homet the Greek Archipelago was at-
tacked by Turkich flaets, and many
important islands were added to ths
Ottoman Ermapire, but the Turks were
defeated in their second aitempt to
capture Belgrade, although this check
was more than counterbalanced by the
congusst of Greece, which vras accora-
plished under the personal direction
of the Sulian. He lso defeated the
Venetiang at Negropont in 1470,
However, elthough the Turkish con-
quests wera marked by the most ter-
riblo Gevastations cnd sleughter of the
conguared, hey were gometimes meb
gnd cheelzed by Christian valour. In
1475 Bolimean Pacha, et the head of

163,609 raen, invaded Moldavia to en-
fouse the payment of tribute by thes



