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THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION
DEMONSTRATED DIVINE
AS EXHIRITING s ITSELF 10 ENTIRL FULEF(LMENT

of the
JEAVISH TYPES AND PROPHECIES

Dedicated 2 our mudein Frseduniers.

Cuarrer?

THE FREE WILL AND FALL OF MAN: THE
ATONING VICTIM, AND ORIGIN OF
SACRIFICE.

I is evidont to teason from tho very 1dea we tiave of
God’s infinite perlecuon, that the higher order of beings

midst of my he-rt ;" Pa. xxxix 8. Yes, I willbes the
man without fiuro to do thy will. ¢ Qeerifice aind ob-
lation thou did’st not require All those were as nothing
in thy sight, but in as fur as bey pointed at me. *But
then hast pierced cars fof me T am thy willing ses-
vout for ever; Exopus xsi 6. ¢ A body thou hast
fitted for me;” Hesn. x. b. Thou hast formed for me
by thy divine power ¢ humanity in tho womb of the
putest of virgins: The seed of tho woman j hehold 1
come 1 O what o mystery is here ; which unless re-
vealed to us by Gud himzelf, no created intellect could
ever bavo imagined ' Aud yet this mystery, so incon-
ceivable in itsolf, is made to man, for whom it was de-
signed, less a mystery than to the spiritual beings ; for
the union of wan’s soul with his body, of two substances

saving qualitios of such a victim, he- had ordainod cor-
win victims to be slnin, and oblations to bo made, with
varioug coremonics, all and each indicative of somo
great end and consequenco of our final redempuon ; all
which wo gfind perfectly cxplicablo in tho Jowish die-
ponsation, and which cannot othorwiso bo ratianally
accounted for; all which too we find petfectly fulfilled in
tho christian dispensation, where the promise aund the
figuro end in the accomplishment and the reahty § as
tho Saviour himself affivmed, +1 camo not,” szid he,
% to abolish but to fulfil the law. Amen, I say unto you,
till heaven and earnth pase, ono jot or tittle of thelaw
shall not pass till all b fulfilled ; Marr.v. 17,18,

FrEE—————"

so distinet, and apparently jucompatible; and yot so
closely joinod as both to form -ut one individua! person ,
shews the pnssibility of that cloge sud hypostatival unjon
which has teken piace in Jesus Christ of his divine na-
ture with our humanity. I

whom he has made, tho rational creatures, must have
been made for an ovetiasting purpose ; that 1s o know, |

admire, love aad praiso him, for 8 purposo therefore xhnt:man‘ tho debt of sinful man due ta divive justice ; and)

can never be accomphished , s he, berng wiimte in all |
perfection, can never be {ully kuown, admiced, loved |
and preised by finite beings., The same reason thon)
why God called thom 100 existence, cununues at i)
times, why they should exist. Nor would 1t have|
been worthy of iafinite wisdom to have creeted them

only to appear and disappear, as passing toys and sports,

for bis Omoipatence. The other creawures, made but|
for the uso or tnial of such, musi ceass to be, when tue

end for which they were made is fully answered. But'
those, to whom he has imparted the knowtedge of him-|
self, have received in that knowledge,the sure asnd 10du- |
bitable pledge of immortalsty. |

This then is the viziimso long foretold and so many)
ways prefigured, that wae coupletely to cancel, as sinless,

by yielding up his life as the Son of man, to reverse our
doom of eternul death ; to reconcile us with our offenuel;
Gud ; and restore to us our forfeited inheritanse ; veri-
fying thus the saying of the Psalmist, ¢ Metcy and
truth huve met euch other; justico and peace have kiss-;
od;* Pslxaxiv. 11. Thisis the victim alluded to in all;
the sacrifices ordained by God. ‘I'his was the promised
propitistory victim emblematically “slain from tEe begin-
ning of the world ;7 Apoc. xiil. 8; the pledge of whosel
coming, sud the indication of whose redeeming qualities
were afforded us ib the various sacrificial oblations pro-;
scribed to_his worshippers by the Deity; while these,)
by their offerings, testified their firm foith in all his pro-,

These, however, to bo perfecily heppy, which all | 2. i iir ardent wish of their fulfilment ; thesr sure |

muet be who are ouce admitted to the clear viston and |

enjoyment of God, must be consiituted Iree aguuts ;|

otherwise, their operations being all the effect, not of |
choice, but of necessity,they would have nottung in them|

of personal worth ; oothing of mernt to endear them to

their Maker, aud at the same time to eshance and com- |
plete their bliss from the seuse of having,as tar as 1 them,
lay, deserved it. It is their {reedom of agency which

constitutes their digaity es chuldren of God, obeying nm

from mutives of love ; not as slaves, from compulsion,or

necessity. INow, this free wall granted to the creaures, |
leaves it in their power to obey or disobey 3 not however, |

without sufiicient warning giving them of the dJreadful
consequences of their disopedience.
The only rational creatuies, of whom we have sy

knowledge or report, angels and wen, have been thus,

tried. Concerning the angels it has bezen revealed to

us that a greet proportion of them, sbusing of their free tH¢ !
& Prop ? & ccnstamcd the rifes.

will, in opposition to that of their Maker, hate b
cast down from heaven and delivered over to eternal
torments.  As to men, we are slso apprized that he too,

when allowed tobe tried by the tompling fiend, abused|
of hua free will to do that which God had so stucily for-)
bidder bim; hence that he, and his whole tace, thus,
volluted in its source, became lLike the rebel augels, |

liable to be cast off for cver, and devoted to endless
misery. But God in pity for so weak a creature, whese
guilt did not originate in himself, but in the cruel cun-
ning of the envying fieud, had resolved to manifest in
men's regard the most endearing of his attnibutes, his
mercy and uobounded fatherly love.

Tho offence of our first parents swos a crime of far
groater magunitude than ot first it may appear. It was
a deliberate act of disobedience to God, and a formal
renunciation of our depeadence on him, It twvas set-
ting et defiance all his threats, and thanklessly uader-
valuing all his favours. It wvas an offence infinite inits
object, and could therefore be atoned foronly by aain
finite satisfaction. But no finito creature couvid make
such-a satisfactory atonement ; ard yet, without such,
our doom t0 endless misery was irrovocably decreed —
Nothing less could satisfy God’s infinita justice. Nothing
fess could reconcile us with bis offcaded Majesty. But
man, tht offender, must mske the required ajonement,
snd this for man, s finite crenture, it wasabsolutely im-

ible to achieve. ¥et that, which seomedimpos-
sibleso al] the creatures, God himself vouchsafed to ace
complish : snd did.for-our woak snd lowly race what
in the rigoor of his justiee ke-disdained doing for tho fzl-
len princes of his Beavanly, bousehold  Ele stoops him-
self to become the i ssle-capalle, gs such, of making
the iofinite safisfaction iodispenaibly required. ¢“Dg.
hold‘1 come," gays he, **ia the  head of the book,” (in
the begiaping of Genesis, the.most ancient oftooks.

reliance upou his fatherly mercy; and their gratoful
sense of all his favours,

Such ras the origio and the cnd of sacrifice,n rite ob-1
served as the most solemn and indispopsible in the o}

a peaple upun earth, however wuch they may have |
strayed from the knowledgo of the true God, who did:

act of homage due to the doity, whatever they supposed
the deuy to be. !

A rite, 5o universally aod unexcepiionably abserved, |
could not but have been cooval with onr race; as p-|

i)

pears frcm Abel’s sacrifice recorded in -Genesis—a rite

Asa refutation of Mr.Bethune’s sermon given in tho
lost Church, we subjuia the following, to be continucd,
from the Catnovte Harawp.

TO THE REV. W. H. ODENHEIMER, A, M. ; .

Rector of St Peter’s Church, Philadelphia.
No.:.

Rev.Sie,—T have of late been porusing your ¢Offer-
ing to:Churchmen,” which purports to convey ¢a fow
historical hints connected with the origin and compila-
tion of tho prayer hook.” Had it contained nothing but.
the history of the changes, which that book underwent,
the writer of theso few lines would scarcely have done
himsalfthe honour of thus addressing you. But when
T pereeived that the few facts really connected with the
history of'the Prayer Book, accupied buza -smailpart of
the volume ; that the principal pertion was mode up
of a laboured dissertation on the Apostolic religion of the
Protestant Episcopal ¢hurch, I could nof hut-imagine
that the demonstration of this was intended to bo the
chief object of the ¢ offering.” I wouldnot bo under-
stood to say, that you have been imitating those gen-
tlemen who continually force their hobby on public no-
tice,.whatevar clse thoy assums to treat of. Whether

ligious worship of every nauon. For there never existed | gheir subject be philosophy, history ar gsography s if

thoy give but au anuual,or oti slmanac,thoy must engraft
upon each, a due portidir of abuse of popery. But-ddo

not consider sacrifice ns the supreme and mdispensible { ot necuse you sir of similar motives. The position

which your church occupies, endeavouring to stop
short in-the headlong carcor to which Protestantism is
doomed by the very principles:cf its existence, forces
you, on all occasions, to grasp at the appearance of
Apostolic authority, which you think you have retained,

tiansmitied dowrn to ell gencrations through the epread~{nd which you hope will save you from the fate of your

ing branches of the human family. They, however,who|
lost the hnowledge of the true God, lost the object of
their adoration and expectation, though they retaine
Their victims and oblations, like the
gods whom they worshipped became capriciously { antas-
tical, ridiculous snd detestable. Every sllusion to the
promised expiatory vietim had disappesred, and the chief!
end of sacrifice was wholly lost sightof. Ia their idofa-
treus Llindness they placed all their morit in the quannty
or quality of their offerings,.and not unfrequently sacti~
ficod as the best they could afford, even their fellow
creatures, to their imaginary divinties. The Jaws even,
the worshippers of the ono true God, ware olten effcelad
with the same hoatben monia. Forgelting the muin end
and object of all their secrifices, they too, like tho bo-
nighted pugans, imagined theic wero offorings, without
the proper intentions or dispasitians, all suffieing to pro-
pitiate their God, as if he the Lord of nsture could” be
enriched with their gifts, or feasted.with their hecatombs.
OF such absurd and insulting homage paid to him by his
chosen people, he loudly complains by his prophets.—
«¢ T will not,” says he, *“tako calves out of thy house 3
nor he-goats out of thy flocks 3 for all the beasts of the
woods arc mine; the cattlo oa the hills and the oxeni—
1 know all the fowls of the ajr, and with me.is the
beauty of the field.  If I should be hungry, I would not
tell thee 5 for the world is mine and the fulnesa there-
of. Shall I ent the flosh of bullocks; or drink tho blood
of goats?” Ps. xlix. 9, &,

Thero could therefore bo no other rational, meaning
attached-to the sucrificial rito than this; (which was-al-
ways uaderstood by the truo heliovers,) chat man fot his
<in_was doomed to cverlusting death, & victim duo to
God’s nvenging justico ; that God, to spare him, and re-
verse hie othorwise hopeless doom,had resolved o substi-
tute in his stead, and of his tage,.a victim .t his justice’
sole capable s man, of satisfyiog for the sios of man-
kind : a. God-man,whoso every act of atonement was to
divino justico infinjtely satisfactory ; that, as figurative

e, iii.) it is writtea of me that I shoold do thy
will, O my God' Thavo desired it, and thy law in tho-

of” him, and to kesp up-our hope, as well as to skeich

fellow-Protestants. But alas* the anchor to which you
trust,.has no hold' in the shifting sands; your bishops
are not those whom the Holy CGiost appointed w0 go-
vern the church of God ; the ground on w?ﬁcb you rest,
is-itselfas weak gs the vain systoms from whick you re-
coil. .
Your first chapter is principally mado np of passages
from various Protestant writors, ¢in and out of tho
chureh,’ who admired your prayer book. Though these
are indeed flattering, their valuc must be very much di-
minished with those amongst your readers, who will ro-
collect how casily it is to compile a list.of Protestant
authorities, ‘in andout of the church, for almost any
assortion, one is pleased to make ; I will not except tha
exclusive touets of Catholics, nay, not oven the primacy
of the Popo. The best eacomium which you bestowed
on the prayer book, that, which is tho real saeret of the
admiration with which many coatemplats & great por-
tion of it, is contained in your-romark,.that ¢ in-parts of
its praises, tho souls of a Chrysostom,,Cyinian, Ame
brose, «nd Augustine, went up to heaven.’ It any one
doubted of the truth of this assertion, you could have
told him that nine-tenths of that book nre transiated
from.the missals,and:breviaries of that ¢hurch, of which
these great saints were members; that.iw ths sclection
of scripture, the collects, the T'e Doum, the creeds; the
litany, tho thanksgivings, yon have chiefly followed,
and in a:great measure traaslated those used by 4 the
overlasting church.” Your readers may not apprecinto
the observation, becausc they are not acqaninted with
tho spirit of the doctrines which animate that church;
but they may rest assurcd, that what is-retained,is,
afler all, bat tho shell that surronnded the vocient litor-
gy. Thorolatian winch tho shred thoy- relaw; boars o
the ancient whele, of which it ceastituted 8 small-part,
cqn be understood, ooly bysycferricg to the empty
aymbola of o -Protestnnt communion table, and the vivia
fying.dogma of Catholicity, which points to a Saviour
present on oug.altars, the trae source-of tho wnspiration
of a Chryzsosiom, and an Augustine. Of 1lis wo.miay

out to us the redeeining, saactifying, soul sustiningand

seo more-ie the sequel,
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