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TO

AGENTS AND SUBSCRIBERS.

We begin to fear in carnest that we
shall be lorced to discontinue our paper
fus want of adequate support; and then
our enemies way say of us, uncoentras
dicted, whatever they please. Is it pos-
siblo that ths Catholics in all the Canadas,
and, except Nova Scotia, in al' America,
arc not able to save from cinking the only
Inglish paper in this Provinee elited 1n
defence of their so much calummated
religion 7 Tlad ne the mecans ourselves
of keeping it wfloat, we would not be-
grudge the s0 necessary and meritorious
outlay, without taxing the cireless, nig-
gard, or unwilling portion of our people.
But with all we can commaad and receive,
we find oursclves greatly in arrears of
pavment for prinung, paper, &c., and we
are under the disagrecable wecessity ol
warhmg our revesend and othier agents,
that if 1pore assistance cannot be atinrded
us, than what we receive at present, we
must, however reluctantly, g.ve up the
corcern.  aNumbers of our subsenbers.
pleading povesty, have withdra~va their
rames from our hst; and no new wr mes
appear to be forthceming.  We had been
led to believe, mdeed we had flattering
promises made us by several of our reve-
rend friends, that inecreasmg numbers
would be added 1o our list.  But where

are they ? Have their endeavours proved |

unavaihng with therr flocks to strengthen
and uphold our righteous cause? Qur
enemies and calumniators tay now shout
victory without fighting, should we be
forced to beat our retreat for want of what
with them s abounding, the m-mmon,
more indeed the promsed  poruen of
worldlngs, than of “the children of hight.”
We covet it not for cur own personal ad.
vantage, nor othurwise than as ihe Baviour
exhorts us, “to make with 12 for oursclves
frieads, who when we fan, may some day
recene us imio evertasting dwettings.”

MOSASTIC INSTITUTIUNS.

Monasteries and Convents are as an-
cientas Cathelicity 5 they are the swect
and baleyon retreats, where the waunjed
of the fack may flee (ur repose—mny -
duige in the juxury of sience, and e
peaceful fruition of solitude—a solitude
with God.  When Chris bty first 1o~
vealed ber beauty in the Holy Land, &f
fusing herself throughoet all Asia, the zzal
of the catecchumen knew no limite. The
soul brcame ahenuted from casth, and al-
lied 10 Heaven ; and so impressed were
the zealous Christians, of those days of
sanctity, that the Light of fanh woald be
extinguished in the geeat fluod of Pagan
Iife, that they choss nature for their shield,
and solitude for their protector.  Oft has
the samily anchorite e lebrated the Chris-
tian rites amid the hecarembs of the Feap-

tinn Necropolis, or beneath tue shudow of {ness would infuse an ethercal sweetness
some verdant mount, beyond tho conﬁncsiimo every act,the heart of the dying would
of the *%emphian city ... ..When the de- lose its obdureey in gratitude, and where
vastating s ord of the Pagan would swcop‘)sin had built its throne upon the ruins of
the budding wmind of Christianity from virtue, the incarnate Jesus would find a
carth, leaving not a solitary repesentative fitting temple.

of the religion of Jesus, a fervid tecluse]  Nor was the nunless [leavenly in her
would appear from some oasis of the liy-occupation. The orphan would know a
bian sands, and sow again the precious, mother’s gentlencss, care and iastruction ;
seed,  Thus, in the sacred retirements! tho poor would know a love ard assiduity
of a religious life, was always (ound 8 which the gold of the affluent could not
blsoming branch of the Christian Xroe,'_pmclmsc; and expiring nature would ve-
which, rewrping from its shade, would, cejve the blissful soothing of an angel, ere
plant its root in the common soil, spread "yer in Heaven.  There would carthly
out its foliage, and where religion had yeaury shine in its native sphere ; for the
not a solitery bloom 1einining, she would check, in its pale transparence or blush-
again appear in all the plenitudo of her ing hue, the cye in its blue or dark bril-
hallowed beauty.  The anchoret was the ' Lapee, were gifis of God to guide to Ilca.
primitive uscetic.  He reared his mon- yen, There does beauty receive a ray
astery upon the bright spots of the de- fon the angels ; it glows with the cx-
sert.  Nature was then the only cham- | rociion of religious intellect § and with
pion of revealed revelation 3 for the o gitent pathos of a holy heart,

cross was the mockery of man and the'  aJguastic institutions are the grafied
signat of cxterminution.  But when the ranches of Cutholic religion ; they arc
zeal of the apostles had spread the new faith ' Catholic in their deep and sincere piety,
throughout the world, unul imperial Rome jn their charity and in their blissful soli-
became its metropolis, the gothic temple yde. )

upraised, the gilded cross glittered in lhci

In medern times they were not so nume-
| sunbeam, and the monk and the nun of- ' poys ; they were peculiar in their number
fered up their orisons and chaunted their' 3,4 their excel ence to the bright days of
anthems in the monastic reil, P“"b“"d'fthc church, when cluistendom hnew but
indeed, was the bliss of this rc(ircmcn:.ionc faith. When the gilded cross threw
Isolated from the sinfulness of the world. 1y, ok the sunbeams from every spire, and
the mind would imbibe the purest thooght, (1. e Losanna rose to Ieaven from
and 1cfiect but to Juauriaie in visions of every christan heart.  But, yet, we pos-

heaven.  Within the conseerated walls (oo pom, though not in such plentitudes

- WATes ' .
was ever heard the prayer of the supe 15 9ig our fathers ; therefore should they

pliant, or the praise of the Deity by the ¢ o e cherished. They are the ex-
“pure of heart.” The matin bell would }3,41ess founts of charity, gentleness and

wake the soliaries from their pesceful |yve s they are the store-house whero is
slumbers, and soon assemble in the mon- ‘garnered the purest picty, and virte,

astic chapel, which even in its littleness i yhich would shied a lusire on the sera-
s wore an twpressiee grandeur, bomage to'phim 5 for within their precinets, there is

i the "Creator would be the first act of the {ng lure, no taint for the heart. All things
soul. The chapel was also the tomb of qre wade to yield their tribute of pivus
the departed, and the echo of the hellow :rifiection 3 and from the smallest bud,
aisles spoke to the heart as the voice of ‘hough arraycd inthorns, they will ex~
the dead ; banishing all thoughts of carth hiract, with the dextenity of the bee, the

and its mockeries, investing the S[tllll \\'flh"s“oms of Heaven. Let us, Catholics,
an "I'I’T‘JP““‘0‘“"3'“"".‘3 and ‘“5""’? w "_l' _upraise them inour pilgrimage, unul those
A most '""ll’“'bl;'_‘f‘ cloqum:]cc, that ﬂ:]c ;’_’;" streastics of the best created nobleness,
CrSe 3 H t Ay d o . . o ..
verse, ‘“ i :; g'-‘y"" ‘a"""a“ "¢ culured intellect arrayed in the divinity
'S 87 y mutable, > twa volce s . .
was s";"-‘ n;u. (; © | ;s, ‘l s la bltu ,of religion, shall stud the earth like my riad
» (o ; [ . . .
from the “."","’ ashes beneath 5 umbling: ) crcwned with the brillunce of the
was the tale it told to the heart.  The
led b : 'sacrcd cross, and earth scems bat a re-
o praverended, ara X

morumz pra; ey R ramble among the "4, ion of the starry heavens.
beauuful partesres of the gaiden, would. i .

:"m'" athousand themes for pious rcﬂccli?n, ?JA.TZIJS 18 AXD DISSEXNTILRS.
, and the blusting roee, or the medest lily, !

which for the world would have no claim",\'

' ir fragra 2 oUs re- . .
but their frT?mncc,f“las 0 lhcg!"|)":~ r] Soctety of Friends. “We are told,” they
cluscan evidence of the power of the Cead= 04 iy thon art not of the persuasion of

bead.  The requisite and fragile teadrily, 0 - o) of England. no more than wo ;
wiih s sdmost mnporccphbfe FOINS WAR D whereforo we hopo theu wilt grant us the
prosf of h"‘"'”'lf' pcrljcrurm, and i the e Lierty which thou alloweet thy<elf”
gay and buauufal in theie loves expressed qu o penal laws which had beon fabricated

¢ hearts emotion in the language of . .
th N o by the «hurch and mistocracy during the
lawers, this chaste und unbora jewelry of: . . . . .
. - previous reign permitted liberty of warship
carth, was to the monk and nun a verual;

. 1 sther. v numerous acts of parlha-
On! surely sainted ' veither, By nnmerous acts of parlia

leaicon of virtue.

s . H . Yu: 2 Ste \¢ - .
iuat have been the dwellers of these pioust 0 all Quakers, Papiats, and i\?n. con
haants, where all was God, and his mul“fomusls of every hue were mado criminals,

5, : i V3 S . '
lss works were culagists of his glary 1 i and the magistiacy were charged 1o huat
ane R y

The day was conscerated to charry ; them out and drag them xo'llm felon’s b?r.
visitation of the sick, the dying and the It siands recorded on the highest authmisy
poor. 'l‘hc h“nlb!c mnnk would bear to of lhc time—that nf \vi"izl“l Pcn“—'lllﬂl
the soul its inianrtal sustenance, and 1o} from the ¢ blessed restaration” of Charles

e boly sts corporal wants.  And had 1 to tlie declaration in favour of hbeny

Amony the addresses presented 1o the
ng on his accession came cue from the

T ——

of consciencoe by James in 1687, fifteen
thousand families had been broughtto ruin,
and fivo thousand ndivivuals had perished
in the durceon, for accusations velative
exclusisely to poius of conscienco before
Gud. (1)

Was it strange that James should ex.
ercise the power, which ho undoutwediy
believed himself lawfully to possess,of dis.
pensing with these inhuman laws? Was
lie more or less than man, that having tho
means of sheltening lus persecuted fellow-
churchmen, he should not use them? He
way have been a bigot in heart, ho may
have been a despot in design hie may have
done, a1 doubtless e did, many unjust and
rarbitrary things 5 but let him be judged
s qustly ; let it be remembered that his dis-
| pensing cdicts put a stop to this brutal
,lravoe, which the high church and aristoc-

racy had carried on for five and twenty
s years, and which when they had dethion-
{ed James, they recommenced under *'thie
 faithful Willeam.” They viewed the pro-
gress of toleration with dismay.  Num.
bers whom fear had for a long time de-
parted from atteading public worship in
the way that their consciencesapproved,
1 or whom it had induced to conform to the
Cestablished ritual availed themselves of
this new liberty. Evelyn,a zealous church-

, man, saw **a wonderful concourse of peo-
ple at the Dissenters’ miceting house at
' Depiford, aud the church exceeding thin 3
what this will end in God only knows.”
l2)
By the dissenters and Catholics these

i merciful measures were received with un-
Ybounded  joy. “ As our sufferings
lwould have moved stones 1o compassion,
so should we be harder than stones if we
were not moved to gratitude.” (3) To
many of them the dispensing power was
thoroughly odious, it is true.  They had
been taught 1o associale prerogative with
all that w~as sanguinary and tyrannigal ;
and they could not forget that if royalty at
its whim could open the gates of their
prison-house to-day, it might of its caprice
close them again tosmorrow.  We may
even suppose that not a few of the Dissens
ters nught have been persuaded to waii for
a more constitutional enfranchisement, had
any reasonable hope of such appeared,
rather than accept so dangerous a boon
from the absolute hand of the King. DBat
the men who were now leagued in implaca-
hle hostility to James were the same who
had forged the chains of the non comform-
ists after the restoration, and whe had an-
swered every cry for mercy by adding
weight theteto. No man believed their
feelings changed.  James was sincerely
anxious to obtatn som : modification of tho
penal laws from parliament,  Ile weari-
ed himself in personal argument with the
wen of leading influcuce, to try and mova
their intolerant resolves, butwithout effect.

LEven the concurrence of lus treacherous
son inlaw in the repeal of the test acy,
had been made the object of reiterated
solicitation, but all to no purpnse. Willam

(1) See * Good Advice, &ec.” quotedby
Walace Fhst. vui. p. 79.

(2) Penn's Diary 5 10 April, 1657 :—iif.
224,

(3) Pean’s Speech on behalfof the Quakers
to the King. -~ Sameis ‘I'racts j—ix. 34.
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