
Book Notices. 1

life of Canada's Frontier wviLl rare
skill. T1'e delineutions oif snow
scenes and forest life, are the best
we have ever seen. 0f these illustra-
tions there are seventy, niany of
thei fuil-page engaraVings.

Mr. .Julian Ralph descî'ibes first,
Some Titled Pioneers in the North-
WVest of Canada, where Lady Cathi-
cart, of England, and Counit Ester-
hazy, of Hungary, have planted
extensive colonies, and whiere Dr.
Rudolphi Meyer, of Berlin. the
Compte de Cazes and the Compte de
Raffigiiae, of France, and M. Le
Bidau de St. Mars, of France, have
fornîed Il the niost distmg(uished and
aristocratic littie band of emnigrant,
farmers iii tic New World.»

Mr. iRalpli describes the method
of the Canadian Government in formi-
ing their treaties ii the Indians,
and iii keeping faith with themn after
they arc formed, a method to which
hie largely attributes the iminunity
of Canada from the Indian wars
whichi have disgraced the Anierican
frontier. He pays a high tribute to
Fathier LaCombe, the devoted Frenchi
missionary, who lîas laboured so long
and 80 well airnong the Inidians of the
lNorth-West. Hie also expresses high
appreciation of the labours of the
other missionary toilers iii that land.
Mr. Ralph has had access to private
papers and doeunient. of the Hudson
Bay Company, and has personal ac-
quaintance withi many of the factors
of that gyreat corporation. His accounit
of the plantingY of the Red River
colony, of the lliad of disastersthrouglî
which it passed, and of the mode of
administration by îvhich the littie
Company in London ruled a country
nearly as large as Europe, are of the
highest importance.

The tragic story of the founding
of the Red River colony is one of
patiietie interest. Governor Seiple
and twenty-tîvo of the English wverc
slain by an att-ickiing party of sixty-
five Frenîch and Indians representing
tie lNorth-West Company. iBy a
strange neniesis no less than twenty-
six of these sixty-five died in turni
a violent death.

The aceount of the hunting, trap-
ping, trading and travelling, a con-
dition of thingys whlîihbas almiost

enltîrely lzaS5C( awiLy, is of intense
interest. J)escribing the distribution
of mails under the old régime, hie
says :'' The winter înail-packet,
starting froin Winînipeg in the depth
of the geason, g<ms to aIl the posts
by dog-train. The letters and papers
are packed in great boxes and strap-
ped to tie sleds, beside or behind
,vhichi the drivers trot along;, cracking
their ]asiles and pelting and cursing
the dogs. This is a snmall exhibition
as conipared with the brigade that
takes the sup)plies, or those others
that coîne sPlashing dloNi the streanis
and acrosq the coun~try with the furs
every year. But only fancy how
eagrerly timis s(litary seinii-annual mail
is waited for! L t is a littie speck on
the snow-wrapped upper end of al
North America. It cuts a tiny trail,
and here and there lesser black dots
mnove off froin it to out still sienderer
threads, ;zig-zagg(ing to the side fac-
tories and lesser posts; but we may
be sure that if humian eyes could sec
$0 far, aIl tiiose of the wvhite men in
aIl that vast, tangled systen of trad-
ing centres îvould be watchingy the
littie caravan, until at last each pair
feIl upon the expected missives f romn
the tlîrobbing world this side of the
border. "

A couple of chapters are devoted
to Canada's El Dorado, as hie calhL
IBritish Colunmbia, and the exploiting
of the Canadian Pacifie Railway. 0f
iBritisli Colunmbia lie says : Il t is, as
extensive as New England, the
Middle States and Maryland and
Georgia, leaving o>ut Delaware. Lt is
largem' thanT~s Colorado, Mass~-
ehiusetts ïand New Hampshire to-
gether. l'or years it wvas an empire
withi only one waggon road. There
is now an opulent civilization in what
ivas once called tic great Amnerican
desert, and a flourishing settîcînent
wvhere the scho(Y-books located a zone
of pci'1etual snow. " The resources
of the field, the forcst and the mine,
the deep sca and inshore tishieries of
Britishi Colunmbia are the elenîints
of scarce to bc estimated national
wealtlî.

Our au thor gives a graphie account
of Uic wild life of the path-finders of
empire, who coîistructed the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway. Anîiong these
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