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ning the study, direct their attention to the lesson. The pupils who, bas made the sub.-
influences of clirnate,soil, mountains, coasts, stance of the inatter his own,. wilt find
seas, and rivers. words of his oivn, and tell the story in his.

In teaching there is just one thing that 1 own way. But the powver of truly leamning
alwvays do. Oftcn wvhen I give out the les- is disused and lost in this wvay. The effort
son I run over it with comments ; but of the mind is to commir, to memory, flot
alwiays, on taking nîy place before the class, to .appropriate mnaterial ; and puapils so,
my first words are : -"Have you a-ny ques- trained can only with difficulty be broughit
tion upon the lesson ?" If no question to take alîy general views, or to take ab-
cornes up, I otten say : "You have flot stracts or synoptical statements of subjects
studied this lesson; I know there are or epocbs of bistory. They are degraded
things in it that you oLight to ask me about; into drudges - and the girl whom sGme rnis-
there is one line I knov some of you do flot guided and misguiding, woman has deemed.
understa-ind." A free conversation is the bier best pupil in history, I amn torrnented.
first part of the lesson. 1with for a year, sometimes hopeiess en-

I us th blckbardas iiuli,1 tink asdeavor to get hier to think, and to leave the
I huef theackboardn a tmch,. I hna treadmili wherein slic walks lier îveary

I bud o eahn i rthei. bn dailv round.
ever I can I illustrate the lesson by a miap 1
hastily dx'awn, a mere rough outline : I fear Do you ask what shall be donc wtth the-
most teachers w'ouid flot be îvilling to draw contradictions of historians ? iRecognize
such mere diagrarns as I make for miaps ;j tbem promptly, fülly, unsbrinkin 'ély, even.
but T regard merely the purpose, which is boldly. Show your pupils that in early
flot minute accuracy of coast or location, tinies tbere were no records, or that records,
but relative position of a few points. For were under the influence of ignorance and
Asia 'Minor, an oblong, îvith rounded cor- prejudice, of national pride or the vanity of
ner's, is good enongh. eAil sortsof d:.agramns rulers ; that mythical stories of Troy and
are to be soughit out and given ; genealogies Argonauts and Hercules prove nothing at
sbould be sketched in the usual form,where ail about bistory ; tbat they are Jack-the-
successions are influenced by rctationsbip. Giant-Killer taies ; but there is niuch in

Learning dates is the gyreat bugbear of bistory indisputable as to fact, and that the
history. 'I1 think it hug ely overdone. A greates difclyistdedeuo e
pupil that can in general history carry forty cliaracter and purpose of individuals. If
of thenii does well, if thcy are tbe pivotal you understarxd these things welIi yourself
ones. I find that I assign my classes you can show why thie Pocahiontas. story is-

twventy-three dates in ail history l)rior to soo false; why early Romian hist.ry is fictitious;
A. D.. and about some of these I arn flot lio% mcen discriminate bctween the certain-
strenuous ; but in going over the history of ly false, the probably false, the pyobably
any country I tefll theni that this and thiis truc, and tbe surely truc.
are important in that special history. I 1 arn accustonied to, place befbre my
cannot praise the metbod of Prof. Labber- puis botb sides of disputed questions, and-
ton, which requires tbe iearning of 511 Ito leave then to decide for theaiselves..
dates directly, and probably as mnany more The-r education should constantiy train.
incidentaiiy. There arc so, many goodthings themn to the -art of selecting reasons and.
in thc "lOntlincs" that I like to praise judg ts ; and -io branch is more îavor
the book, if flot tUec method. But to thie able to'7his work -. an history, unless, in--
learning of the succession of epochis, or of deed, the study ol* languiage xnay take pre-
periods of history there is no objectioni, cx- cedence. I desire to make thern skeptical
cept that it may be made too minute ; of doubtfül evicience in ail things ; I cqually
othcrwisc it is an admirable mcthod, and desire to make tbem ready to believe on
sbouid be largeiy used in reviews. reasonable evidence ; to reject Rollin as-

I amn sorry to say that the state of civili. trash ; to learn fromi Arnold how to tbink.
zation in our country is stili s0 low that a Let history be iii your hands the story, of
lirge share of the instructors îvho have the developinent of the human race fron)
pupils in history (I cannot cail thcmn teach- its fierce ages of war and plunder, its As-
crs) require or allow verbatimi recitation, syrian epoch, to modern civilizatio n,.
indicates ignorance çQf the subjcct of the point ta Uic higher clevations beyond. Let
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