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ning the study, direct their attention to the
influences of climate,soil, mountains, coasts,
seas, and rivers.

In teaching there is just one thing that I
always do. Often when I give out the les-
son I run over it with comments; but
always, on taking my place before the class,
my first words are : “Have you any ques-
tion upon the lesson ?” If no question
comes up, I often say : “You have not
studied this lesson ; I know there are
things in it that you ought to ask me about;
there is one line I know some of you do not
understand.” A free conversation is the
first part of the lesson.

I use the blackboard asnuch, I think, as
I should for teaching in arithmetie. When-
ever I can I illustrate the lesson by a map
hastily drawn, a mere rough outline : I fear
most teachers would not be willing to draw
such mere diagrams as I make for maps ;
but T regard merely the purpose, which is
not minute accuracy of coast or location,
but relative position of a few points. For
Asia Minor, an oblong, with rounded cor-
ners, is good enongh.  All sortsof diagrams
are to be sought out and given ; genealogies
should be sketched in the usual form,where
successions are influenced by retationship.

Learning dates is the great bugbear of
history. "I think it hugely overdone. A
pupil that can in general history carry forty
of them does well, if they are the pivotal
ones. I find that I assign my classes
twenty-three dates in all history priorto 8oo
A. D., and about some of these I am not
strenuous ; but in going over the history of
any country I tell them that this and this
are important in that special history. I
cannot praise the method of Prof. Labber-
ton, which requirves the learnming of 311
dates directly, and probably as many more
incidentally. There are so many goodthings
in the “Ontlines” that I like to praise
the book, if not the method. But to the
learning of the succession of epochs, or of
periods of history there is no objection, ex-
cept that it may be made too minute;
otherwise it is an admirable method, and
should be largely used in reviews.

I am sorry to say that the state of civili
zation in our country is still so low that a
Inrge share of the instructors who have
pupilsin history (I cannot call them 1each-
ers) require or allow verbatim recitation,
indicates ignorance of the subject of the

lesson. 'The pupils who has made the sub—
stance oi the matter his own,. will find
words of his own, and tell the story in his.
own way. But the power of truly learning
is disused and lost in this way. The effort
of the mind is to commiv to memory, not

to appropriate material ; and pupils so
trained can only with dificulty be brought
to take any general views, or to take ab-
stracts or synoptical statements of subjects
or epochs of history. They are degraded

into drudges ; and the girl whom seme mis-
guided and misguiding woman has deemed
her best pupil in history, I am tormented.
with for a year, sometimes hopeless en-
deavor to get her to think, and to leave the

treadmill wherein she walks her weary
daily round.

Do you ask what shall be done wtth the
contradictions of historians ? Recognize
them promptly, fully, unshrinkingly, even
boldly. Show your pupils that in early
times there were no records, or thatrecords
were under the influence of ignorance and
prejudice, of national pride or the vanity of
rulers ; that mythical stories of Troy and
Argonauts and Hercules prove nothing at
all about history ; that they are Jack-the-
Giant-Killer tales; but there is much in
history indisputable as to fact, and that the
greatest dificulty is to decide upon the
character and purpose of individuals. If
you understand these things well yourself
you canshow why the Pocahontas: story is.
false; why early Roman hist.ry is fictitious;
low men discriminate between the certain-
ly false, the probably false, the probabjy
true, and the surely true.

1 am accustomed to place before my
pupiis both sides of disputed questions, and
to leave them to decide for themselves..
Their education should constantly train-
them to the art of selecting reasons and
judgmegts ; and 10 branch is mose favor
able to ®¥his work -haa history, unless, in--
deed, the study of language may take pre-
cedence. I desire to make them skeptical
of doubtful eviuence in all things ; I equally
desire to make them ready to believe on
reasonable evidence ; to reject Rollin as-
trash ; to learn from Arnold how tv think.

Let history be in your hands the story of
the development of the human race from
its fierce ages of war and plunder, its As-
syrian epoch, to modern civilization,.
point to the higher elevations beyond. Let



