¢ God's claim on

-enjoin%l, * freely ye have received freely give " (Matt.
=« x: 8):/ The little apostolic company carried a * bag,”
" which it is gvident was drawn upon for religious and
. charitable purposes (Jobn xiii: 19). Christ approved
- of the widow's mite (Matt. xii: 43, 54). He taught a
- gospel of unselfishness illustrated in his charge to the rich
."'young man, ‘' Go sell that thow hast and give to the
" poor” (Matt. xix: 21), and again, ‘*Lay up for your-
" selves treasurers in heaven """ (Matt. vi: 26).

.. settles for all timo, our relation to our pruperty, and
as stewards (Luke xvii). The re-
;- .sources of the earlp\disciples were sma¥, but all was held
“ in trust for the suppert of the Gospel and of the poor.
" After Pontocost, the hecessities incident to the great re-
" vival were promptly Apet. *‘ And all that believed hzd
. all things common xnd sold their possessions and goods
“and parted them 8 all as every man had need " (Aots ii:
42, 45). Nor was this display of boneficence exceptional,
the principle was wide-spread in the church. ‘* Neither
said any of them that aught of the things which he pos-
sessed was his own.”

It was voluntary sacrifice ; land
and houses were cheerfully sold and laid down at the
apostles’ feet (Acta iv: 32: 37). So genernl was the
disposition to benevoleuce, that unwilling ones like Ana.

. nias were compelled to act the hypocrite. The appoint-
ment of the deacons was for the dispensation of charity.
When report was brought to Antioch of the distress at
Jerusalem ‘‘the diaciples, every man according to his

" ability determined to send relief unto the brethren "
(Acts xi : 29). The church at Macedonia was commended
by the apostle for the ‘‘riches of their liberality ” (1 Cor.
viii: 2), and ‘‘love to all the sainta shown by Epheaia‘l;
(Eph. i: 15), waa likewise spoken of. The charge
Piu] and Barnabas was, that they ‘' should romember
zb:,&mr.” In his lotter to Timothy special injunction

was given, that the matter of charity be kept before the

church (1 Tim. vi: 17-18).

and in the Epistles are many.

The church of the Old and New Testament practised
benelicence becauss it believed in it. It was not an ex-
pedient, but a vital principle of true religion. Christian
stewardship needs ewphasis 1 the church to-day. The
church has not maintsined the standard of beneficence
that characterized the apostolic age. Christian charitiea
have assumed great proportions, but the spirit of charity
is not so all-prevalenty  Giving is less a religious exer-
cise ; and church finances are with more regard to the
world than to teachings of Gospel. Eurternal tnfluence
is more potent than conacience. Gifts for the Lord’s trea-
sury are too often extorted from men ; too seldom the
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productive farm, your prosperous business, your abun-
dant income are as closely linked to Divine Providenco
as were tho cirouinstances in the life of the humblest
Israelito. The din of a busy world, the selfish striving of
an unresponsive heart, may dull your ears to a Father's
oft asserted right in you and in your hoarded gains, but
he has marked s portion as His own and you do well to
recognize his claim. ** Will o man rob God ?" (Mal. iii:
8). Alas! the Lord's treasury is scartily furnished for
the carrying out His plan of evangelization of the world.
Again, the world's needs have increased. It wns a nar.
row horizon that shut in the early church. The * world ~
of the great commission has extended itas borders to-day.
Its present bounds were bsfore the Tord's vision, but
hirdly conceived by those nddressed. The fields of ripen-
ing grain upon which we gazo with indifference, would
have deeply thrilled the early disciples. The milliona of
Asin, and Africa, and the Islas bf the Sea would not long
have appealed in vain to them for the Gospel. Oursisna
wagnificent opportunity. The unnumbered millions of
Heathendom are at our very doors ; barriers that so lony
hindered have been remwoved ; the cruss nf Christ has
access to overy land and yet the great world is almost un
touched. The missiovary operations of the church are
crippled from Inck of funds.

Followers of Christ redeemed from everlasting death
by the Saviour's death, will you not hear and make possi-
ble the Saviour's last command, ‘*Go ye into all the
world and preach the (Gospel to every creaturs” (Mark
xvi: 16) 7 As the necds to be met have increased, so our
resources have multiplied. The past offers no compari-
son with the present in the facilitics offered for money
getting. Extromés of wealth and poverty were then as
now, but never were the upportunities for honest industry
so manifold, never s well rewarded. , ~—

The Christian church is wealthy ; its temporal pros
perity warrants larger gifts, greater outlay ; commerce
has opened avenues of trade ; development of wmineral
resources, the growth of manufactories and consequent
oncouragement of agriculture, have made peoplie of all
classes and sections prosperous, s compared with the less
favored brethren of former days. God's peoplo are fur-
nished mesns commensurate with the world’s needs ; and
with the opportunity so great, their responaibility is
equally great. ‘‘8hall we meet it 1” Or shall we harden
oyr hearta to the appeals from every side, and suffer the
Lord to take away unr stewardship ? Consecration of our
substance has been appealed lor, upon the sole ground of
our relation to Him and to His people. God's people
should need no higher incentive. A Father’a claim m
be o sufficient werrant for a child's complisnce. Hiewill

prompting of generous, dutiful impulse. God's claims is revealed in His word ; taught by example as well as
need re-statement. Conseoration must sgain become an  precept. For those who need a precise rule in the mat
essential prineipls in church life. For, baitr bered, ter of benefi weo observe the Scripture rule.in giving,

God's claims have not changed. Your daily toil, your

as in living, is a -principle rather than a statute. The

~



