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enjoino1, Il freely ye have receivod freely giva" IlMalt.
*x: 8>1' The lilIe epostolio corapany carried a l og
,whiah it in gvident was drawn upon for religions and
charitable purposes (John xiii: 19). Christ approved
of the 'vidow's mite (Matt. xii 43, 54). H1e taught a
gospel of unselfiabnees illustrated in hie charge tu the rich
young mani, "oc se that thoa hast and give ta the
pour " (Matt. xix :21), and agàin, La"y Up for your-
selves treasurers in heaven "'(Matt. vi :26). Theo para-

ble of the eteward waz Chrietea utterance, -nin it ho

nettlea for ail tine, our relation ta î,ur prîoperty, and
Godes daim onu. as stewarde (Li\ke xvii). The re-

so1urces of the earl disciples were Pmný, but all was hold
in trust for the eup rÈ of the Gospel tand of the poor.

.After Pentocoat, the icesitiee incident to the great re-

vival were promptly ,iet. " Aiid aIl that believed hâd
ail things common 'nd eold their possessions and gooda

and parted them a Il as every man hecl oood" (Acte ii:
42, 45). Nor was this dieplay of beneficence exceptional,

the principle was wirle.epread in the church. "Neither

eaid any of theni that aught of the thingB which hie poe-

sesed was his own." It was vîîluntary scrificeo )and

and housse were cbeerfully eold and laid down nt the

apoaties' feet (Acta iv :32 : 37). So general was the
dieposition ta bonevolence, that unwilling onee like Ana-

one were compelled ta &et the hypocrite. The appoint-

mient of the deacons was for the diepeneation of charity.

Wben report was brought to Antioch of the distreuso t

Jerusalem "the disciples, every ciao according ta hie

ability determined ta Bend relief unta thie brethren I
(Acta xi :29)). The church at Macedînia was commendcd
by the apostle for the "riches of their libôrality " (1 Cor.

viii; 2), and love to aIl the sainte show n by Ephesiax~

(Eph. i :15), was likesise spolien ca h hag t

Pàno4 and Barnaba wau, that they -ehould remember

the 1 Soor." In hie lotter tu Timothy secial injonction

was given, that tlîe matter cf charity be kept hefore the

ohuich (l Tim. vi :7 I 19). The references iii the Acte

and in the Epistlea are many.

The church of the <)ld and New. Testament practised
bonmeliconco becausà it believed in ît. It wes not an ex-
pedient, but a vital principle cf true religion. Christian

etowardship neads enupasis un the chuurcb to-day. Thre

church has not maintainod tho standard cf beneficence

that obaractorized the apootalie age. Christian charities

have assemod great proportions, but thre spirit cf cbaxity

in not no all.prevalent4 Giving in lese a religions oxer-

aise ; and abureh finances are with more regard ta the

wcrld thon ta, teachings *of Gospel. gexfletnai iiflvue

vs more poterut thi fonecie,îce. Gifts for the Lordes trea-

sury are tac often oxtartod froni mari ; toc eeldomn thre
prompting of generous, dutiful impulse. Godeà cWahs

,noed re-etatemont. Consacration inust egain become an
essential prinaipîs in eburch 111e. For, bo it remembored,

God'e claime have net changod. Your daily tail, yonr

productive ferro, your prosperous business, -your abun-
dent incomne are. as cloeely linked ta Divine Providence
as sers the circuinelences in the life cf the humbleet
lierselite. Thre din cf a busy world, the selfisir etriving o)
an unreeluonsive heart, may deil yeur'cars te, a Father's
cf t aeserted right in yen and in yer hoarded gains, butl

he has marked a portion as Hie own and you do salli l-
recognize hie claim. " WiIl a manriobl God ? "(Mal. iii:

8). AIes 1the Lordsa troasury insecaiotily furnisbed f.,r
the carrying out Hie plan cf evangolization cf tIre world.

Again, thre sonlde needa have incraased. It sas a nar

row horizon that shut in tIre early church. The " orld
cf thre great conmmission bas exisnded ils horders ta-do 5'
Ils prenant bounda sere hefore th, T-ordes vision, but
h &rdly conceived by thoeo addressed. The fields cf ripeti
ing groin upon which se gaze with indifference, wculIl
have deeply thrilled the early disciples. Thre millions of
Asia, sud Africa, and the lâIes bf the Ses would not long
have appcaled in vain t0 theni for thre Gosýuol. Ours in a
inagnificent opportunity. The unnenrbered millions o)
Hleatheuîdomt are at our very doors ; barriers that su long
hindored have Ireen reucoved ;thre cross cf Christ lias
accons Lu every land and yet the great world ie aloîî,st un
tauched. The missiouary operations cf thre church are
crip1 îled frose luit cf fonds.

Followers of Christ, redeemed frein everlasting deat),
by the SavicursB desth, sOl you not hear and nie posei
bIe the Saviour's lest command, 'Go ye int aIl tho
world and preach týie Gospel ta every creature " (Mark
xvi : M)> 7 As tIre neede ta hoe mot have inaroased, si or
reecurees have nrultiplied. The past offors no compari
son with tIre prosent in thre facilitios offored for mouiey
getîng. Extrom6s cf wealth and poverty were thon a,
now,, but nover were thre opportunities for honeet industry
eu manifold, neyer su, well rewtirded.,

The Chrietian church in woalthy ; Ils temporal prois
perity warrants larger gif te. greater outlay ;conimerctl
Ira oponed avenues of trado dovelopaient of minore)
resourcea, the growth of macuifectarios and ciiscquoît
encouraemnt cf agriculture, have mrado people of a))
clamees and sections prospercus, as compared with tIre lesx
favcred Irrethren of former daye. GodeB people are fur

îîished meane comniensurato sith thre sorîda neede; san)
with thre oppertunity no great, tIroir responnibility vý

ellually great. Il Shaîl we mreet it 1" Or shahl se Irardeî,
otr bearta ta the appeala frcm every aido, and suifer tIre
Lord ta tae avvay unr etewardehip î ConBecration cf or
substance bas been appcaled for, upon tIre sole gronnd of
or relation ta Hini and ta Hie people. Godes people
sbould noed no higher incontive. A Father'a climmu i
bu a suffiaient warrant for a abildes cotnpliance. Hi: 'îl)
is revealod in Hie word ; taught by exemple as selI as
procept. For those sIre noed a preoise mIle in thre mat
ter cf beneficence we observe the Saripture ruIe.in giving.
as in living, le a principle rather than a stetute. The
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