28

THE GANADIAN FREEMASON,

AR A A A ARy A UL S AN AN AN A A, £

in France, and in America, many thousands of
dollars are thus annually employed. Thus does
this venerable and benign institution step fosth as
a husband to the widow, and as a father 10 the
tatherless, ‘The particular charities of 2 Mason
however, he does not prociaim tothe world—t is
enough for him to be “satisfied, that the hungry
have bread, and that suffering is alleviated—that
he himself will be blessed with an approving con-
science and u glad heart, and that He who went
about dning good, will reward nm_openly. The
charity of Masonry is not the charity of class or
sect; but, like the vust heavens, it envelopes tho
whole humaa family. Around sts altarsand in its
solemn :ssemblies, meet the inhabitants of all
climes aud ofall conditions, and countracted sen-
timents and 1rrational prejudices are dissolved ;
while its laws, softening hnmansity, melt nations
o brotherbood. The sublime doctrines of religion
it cannot increase, but, like religivn, 1t requires
love to Lod and love to man. With the spiritual
intercourse of man with heaven 1t claums no juns-
diction, and usurps no control; but it coatinually
directs him tothat All-seemng eye, whicn peneltrates
his most secret thoughts, and teaches um to ele-
vate his soul above the gross mdulgences of vice,
and refine his aflections in the csucible of hving
virtue, purity and truth.

Qur loved stitutson has, however, mn all agesof
the woild, been attached and slandered,  Mithre-
dath, Bish!am and Tabeel comiplained to the Per-
sian King against our carly biethren; and from
that day to the present, ignorance, prejudice, pas-
sion and envy bave preferred the same charges,
though refuted ten thousand times. Against 1t
nave been hurled the fulminations of the i’ancan,
when they were not as they now are, powerless
asa shaft against the wind ; but when even nations
trembled and bowed down before thtem. The
bitterest anathemas of the Inquisition have been
pronounced agatnst it. Synods and Associations,
without auinber—religious, social, and poliical—
bave apent their energies in attempting to crush
it; but, based upon the rock of eternal truth, and
supported by wisdom, prudence, chatity, universz!
benevolence, purity and love, it has withst,od
the tempests which have assailed it, and, like y-old
tried in the crucible, it stands forth to the world
brighter and more beautifut for the ordeal through
which it has passed.

It is urged ogainst Freemasonry that it is im-
prudent, dangerous and sinful to bazard inttiation
into an onter one of whose fundamental principles
is, never io reveal its mysterics.

We as™, in reply 1o this, if every trade, profes—
sion, and calling, have not secrets which are ne-
ver com: .unicated except to those who seek them,
and who ire qualified tu recerve them? Are there
notmany socictiesnow existing which have secrets
never re: valed, except to those who enter them in
the way prescribed by each ? Have not the Coun-
cillors of uut Gracious Queen sccrets they never
yeveal, except 10 their successors in office? Have
not the v wious governments of the world sccrets
which tivy ever sacredly conceal? Why, then,
should tl. 3 be urged against Masons? Why should
the indui -ence of being goveined by ourown laws,
and of ac atting such 1nto our temple as choose to
apply {m admittance on our own conditions, be de-
nied to v+? Itis of the first necessity that the
arena of aur science be concealed from a class of
tmpostotr, common 1n every age ane' every land;
and thut (ne charties of our Sociely oe given only
10 the wo:thy ; yet, with thot mviolable secrecy
and fidelr'y which characterize Masonry, its ben-
evolence 18 sometimes betrayed and abused,

it has:lso been urged against our Institution,
that it may conceal a party dangerous to the States
and thereby subvert the claimsof justice. The
whole scope and tenor of Masenic “cachings are
opposed to tius absurd and slanderous accusrtion.
Loyalty to the government and strct adherenceto
the law, have at all times been marked traits of
the frateraity ; and esa consequence of .such, our
Society us even beecn chenshed by the best of
Kings, the most equitable’ governments, 2nd the
noblest and purest judges. The whole encyclope,
das of Masonic science and jurisprudence, shows

that the moment one of our number unlawfully
engages in political intrigues, dangerous to the
State, and to 1he stability of government, that mo-
ment he departs ftom the principles and require-
ments of bMasonty—the moment he swerves
from the strictest justicetn his relations with his
fetlow man, that moment he foifeits his claim to
the protection and esteem of his biethren.

‘The misconduct of some of ils members has also
been pleaded ugainst the Institution. If this
charge be valid agains: Masonry, it is valid against
all other socielies.

Do you who are consistent members of a chris-
tian societ s, condemn the rehigon of Jesus Christ
because of the apostucy and mwsconduct y( those
whom you have admitted to membership3 ls
the hypoensy of that man, who goes to the house
ot God on the Sabbath uay, and accepts the sacred
symbols from the hunds of God’s messenger asa
token of fidelity, and then gees and deviates from
the patl of honesty and woral recutude; is this
conducia, impeachment of chrishanity 7 Is this
an argument against the nherent goodness and

urity of the principles ne professes and cisgraces ?

{ 50, then 1s the Bible itseit a myth, and religiona
fable. But you will at once reject such an argu-
ment and 1ts result, as unjust and absurb as applied
to religion, equally absurd and unjust ts it, as ap-
plied to Masonty.

It is unfortunately too true, that unwortthy men
have found their way into the Masonic temple,
men who know little of Musonry but its name, and
as they are bad Masons, so are they bad cilizens,
bad neighbours and bad men. This 13 deeply re-
gretted, and every proper method is used to remedy
the evil, There 18 also in Masonry as tnere is in
christianity, a falling away or fading of the_once
famed goodness of some of its membera, Butis
not such seen 1n all societies?  Until mian’s nature
18 entirely changed, unuil he ceases to be fallible,
frail aad imperteci, ths wilt ever be; but I ask
again, if this is an argument against the grodhess
and morality of a society?  Let the - - ,wer be
given in the spirt of camdour, and void of pre-
Judice.

It is aiso said that the preservation of thesecrels
of Masoury is due only to some ridiculous or
shameful practices, which compels the initiate to
Le silent after be has undergone the ceremony.
Can any one believe it posaible, that the thousands
ofillustrious men of every rank, age and countty ;
Philosophets, Statesmen, Judges, Divines, Princes,

Kings and Emperors, whose names emblazon the

annals of Masonry, would aid in supporting and
perpetuating an imposture? The whole world is
appealed to, 1 justification of our moral- system ;
our constitutions are well known; they have been
freely submitted to universal investigation, they
are solemnly declared to be the-.principles. b

which we are governcd, the loundations on .awhic

we build, and the rules by which we work. It
will be seen that the morality of Masonry ison a
broader basis than Paley’s, and'its - religion, free
from_sectarianism, is purity and truth. Every
soctal and moral virtue will adora those who re-

duce to practice the teachings of the Lodge room,

and the principles upon which they are built.”

But I must bring these remarks.to a close, for
I fear { have alread; detaineéd you too long, and

.wearied your pattence. 1'sincerely thank'youtor |’

your attention, but permit tne in.conclusion to

recapilulate a few of theresults of this ancienfand |

nob'e science.

It hus rendered Atheism less popular;for.the
Atheist and irreligious libertine cannot: pass ‘the:
threshold of a Masonic lodge, It hag exalted the
name of Jehovah as an object: of reverence’; in-
duced a oelief in revelatior, and directed the atten-
tion of mankind to the Holy: Scriptures,. It tends
to circumscribe human passicns and to - render the
couscience more sensitive. -It levsens the fraquen-
cy and reduces the horrors of war, .by: . removing
national prejudice and bringing .nstioualities .into
communion with each other. Itinspires mutual es-
teeny, confidence’and philaathropy, in ‘the - breast
of man, and implants.there habits of self -restraint

‘and benevolence, and finally, it bas tended to pre-
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sorvo, perpetuate andadvance the artsand sciences,
and every useful branch of human knowledge.

Such are some of the results and tendencies of
Masonty ; and if the imperfect sketch I have here
presented, should tend tv clear away one preju-
dice, ol; dispel one doubt, it wilt be to me a sweet
reward,

To the Worshipful Masters, -respected officers
and beloved brethren of the Lodges assembled:
here to day.

I should feel that my duty was not accomplish-
ed, were I to permit this occasion to pass, withe
out a word or two 1o you. Let me remind you,
that although Masonry is not a proselytizing in-
stitution, neither is it a passive and inert one; but
demands constant unremitting action. To you
peculiaily belongs the luxury ot doing good.
Benevolence, in thought, in word aod in deed, is a
Meson’s bounden duty., That holy spiiit you
shou'd ever exercise towards each other especial-
ly, and towards all mankind, Wait not forobjects
ol suffering and sorrow to be ‘brought to your no-
tice for sympathy and aid by persons of the world *
show that the teachings of the Lodge room b ve
had their legitimate effect, by seeking them « 1,
and ministering such consolation as necessity .e-
yuires, and your means will peromt.  For thus
are you summoned by Him, who spake as never
man spake. The needy and unfortunate ever de-
mand 1t of you, the afllictions of the homeless, the
sorrows of the orphan, the woes and tears of the
wretched, and the cries of the widow a.eat ol
tmes appealing to you. All the noble and gener-
qus 1nputses which infinite tenderness and com-
passiou bavg wnplanted in your hearts call upon
you.

To you also is committed the vast Tesponsibility
af adotming the Masonic temple. 1 charge youto
bu careful how you select the materals for it
Remember that numbers do not necessanly con-
stitute strength, neither does apparent respectabi-
lity imply fitaess, Bear'in mind that.one faulty
stone defaces and weakens the whole structure,
The sordid and avaricious man, bowever respect-
able in the eves of the world, isas unfit to eater
the portals of our glorious temple, as the phymeal
and intellectual imbecile. Ever keep before vou
th.e symbolic teachings of the square, that you may.
do your duty to your God and your fellow men,
Let the rectitude of your daily life be a living re-
futation of every slanderous report; copy the ex-
ample of that pure and holy man, whose day:we
have assembled to celebrate, and may the great
light of the Lodge room, illumine your pathway
and direct you onwaid until you gain admission
to the Grand Lodge above. Peace be'with' you,
Y brethren, in your varied occupations, mny pros-
perity and bappiness attend you ; and finally, ‘let
me part with you in the beautiful lines ofa highly
gifted ‘craftsmanof another land,

Trust not the future, the present is open,
Eamestiy strive, thy.vocation to £l),

Would you be useful, take this for a token,
Never froia vittuous action be still, = -

Go to the widow and cancel her weeping,
fiatbour the orphan in charity’s keeping.
Waken the soul. that’s remorsefully aleg?in(.
All may do good if they have but the will.

‘Trust not the future then ; be not & dreamer,
Join in the ranks of truth, justice and love,
Walk in the preaence of God your Redeemer,
To day—~—thc present is yours t01mprove s~
Work for your Maker, it is not labusious,
Work for your brother, the task is all glorious;
Work for_}'ouucl(, and if only victotious,
Angels will crown you in heaven sbove.

Two gentlemen of opposite politics, meeting,

one inquired the address of soxzie political cele-

brity, when the otherindi tly answered :-
41 am proud to'say Sir, that [ am wholly

sgnorant of it.”? , o

S'\“? gh, you are proudof your ignorance. Oh'!'
1Ir N

“Yes, I am,” replied the belligerent. gen-

tleman, ¢ and what then, Sir?”?

¢ Oh, nothirg, sir ! nothing ; onl 'y’buhgvaa
?

great deal to be proad of, that’s all,



