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WB noticed ]ast month, with commendation, this excellent History of the Pres-
byterian Chuirch in the Uni'ed States. Our remarks then had a s-pecial refer'
ence to the first haif of tHe volume, which contains a connected narrative Of
events down to, the year I 760. We promised in our next to introduce our rea&-
ers to the second part, whieh con tains biographical sketches and notices of DO
les.s than 400 ministers, datino froîn the years 1680 to 1758. Many of these
sketches are necessarily brief. Little of <'onsequience is known con cerning mafiY
of the early ministers in the colonies; still, what liftie is available ia not withot
its interest, and has evidently been obtained by Mr. Webster after much elaborate
researchi. The matei ials for the life of an obscure man are generally more difficlt
to get at thari those whieh perta'in to the history of a man eminent in the Chuirëo
or in the world. We can, th(refure, easily sujppose that the larger and more inter'
esting lives cost Iess than haif the labour which has been spent on those of le5e
note. We think, therefore, that it is a historical excellence of this volume tlt
it coiàtains s0 much of what; we may term antiquarian lore. The facts, in bilo'
graphical history are not ai of equal interest or importance in themselves: son
are comparatively insigndicant, while others become incorporated with the litef-
ature of every age; stili, the least of themn may, like the observations ofmiete0r
ology, become imiportant as links in the chiain of events, or as independent teo,
timonies to more strikiiig affitirs. In these gathered biograp)hies, great an&~
sinail, we thus find important data as to the sources fromn whîch, Awrerica 01r
tained its I>resbyterianisrn. It iiighit. no doubt, be conjectured. that mnost Of
the early ministers camne fr-om Seotland and Ireland ; but here we have the f8ct
certified. Duringy the first 30 years one-third of the whole nninber are fr00 '

yctad another third frorn Jreland, and the remaining thiî'd froîn Englafd
Wales, and the New England Stat(us. For tlîe next 20 years, one-haif of the
whole are from Ireland, only two are fromn Scoetland, and the rernainder are
chiefly natives of the country. Again, during the next 30 years, out of 117
ininisters, only 19 are fromi lielatid, and 15 from, Scoland-both tociether beiug
not more than one-thi!d of the whole ; the remiaindler are,. with the exceptioan0
one from, Wales, exclusively native born. In the course of thiese years it is t'9
interesting to, observe how the charch takes hold of the soii, and t'romn an exotîa
plant, becomes indigenous to the country, enlarging itself from vear to Yle9tv
until, as now, it cuvera the land with tAie -grateful shade of its wide-spreading
branchies.

We notice an epoch in the history of this Church in the labours of Willùi'»
Tennant, of Log Cabia eelebrity, whomn Wh* 'tefild regarded as another lachal
rias, atid bis wife another Elizabeth. Four sons followeèd their fatheirý, fuot3teP*
and became masters in Isýrael. It was said of Mr. Tennant and bis brethren ,
6&notie 1lke th em." Tluey were earnest coadjators of Whitefield, aïnd inostefi
cient agents in pronuoting tJie great; revivais of religion for whichi America le0
theuî disringuished. Froun the tiune of the Tennants the Churcli becaune es-e
tially American, and may be said to, have begnis blcreraa

Throughout these biogrraphlies there are seattered numerous anec-dotes, of deCP
interest, illus-rative of ilue pen~le and the mannt.rs of the timps. One tiuing4 o
strikes lis, and that with no feeling of p!easure, namely, tliat inîîny of the01,M

or
ter-, who came t rom Scotiaili and Ireland came with blasted rePutati1itbi
were sent out because uufit for the work at home. The consequences Of bo
procedure are, as might be expeL.tud, frequent disturbances ini Charchest so


