
thoir cairns, and this oustomi still, ob- in commnemoration of the Saviour's
t an ong the niountaineers of resurrection.

Scotland, Bavaria, switzerlandi ana. The birthdays of the twvo St. Jobus
Tyrol, thougli none of them probably were fiÏed by the framers of the
know the why and vherefore of that Ichurch ritual at the period, of the
custom. The Druidi, on the festival jsolstices. The British Freemasons of-
-,» Vue .'. sv..i,~ oi,7cd th mû.-the eighteenth, centry (ýhogh ith-741

tletoe and evergreens as decorations; out any evidence or authority to war-
the fire on the his being emble- rant their s0 doing) clainxed the two
niatical of the power and ardour of St. Johns as their ancient brethren,
the sun, when he should have ascend- madle them. their patrons ana annual-

* ed to the upper regions which hie was ]y celebrated the festival of *St. John
a»)proaching, and the evergreens are the Baptist and that of st. John the
týpical of the effect that would be fEvangelist.

* produced in the vegetable ingdlom by Numerous other instances might be
such an event. quoted where both the Churcli and

The early Christians, in their anx. the Masonic Fraternity' have borrow-
iety to convert the Pagans, and to re- ed or copied from the anoient mys-

* tain thein in their fola, P' first ac- Ïteries, and coniparatively few original
qiuesced in the continuance of the rites, ceremonies and festivals would
Pagan ceremonies, rites and festivals remain.
practiced by the new converts; in It is adniitted by all intelligent ana
course of tirne numerou sPagan priests, well meail Masons, and it cannot Lte
findinag the numuber of their adherents denieci that the mode of teaching the
dirninished, by conversion to Chris- principles of the profession of Free-
tianity, lost their influence, and in or- masonry lsaderived from the IDruids,
der to regain the sanie became them- the maxims of morality fromn Pytha-
selves couverts to Christianity, upon goras, and the chief emblems original-
condition that certain concessions ly from Egypt.
were made to themn, principal among Pythagoras, as is well known by
which was the continuation of several every Mfasonie student, obtained his
of their rites, cerezuonies and festivals; systema of teaching.from the Magi of
the Christians, not only joinedl in the Egypt, whither he travelled to obtain
practice and celebration thereof, but knowledge; on bis return to Greece
finally, with some slight maodifications, hie founded bis celebrated sechool, and
adopted theni as Christian rites, cere- among the various other emblems and
nionies and festivals; thus the festi- synabols whid'h he brought with hlm
val of the winter's solstice, the birth- froin Egypt, was the symbol of the
day of the Egyptian Osiris, the sun, Deity, A CENTR~E IVITHIN A CIRcLE.
was transformed into the celebration This symbol represented by the
of the birthday of Christ, and the Egyptians respectively the deity an&,
Pruidical mistletoe ana evergreens the universe; and among thellindoos,
were replaced by the Christmas tree; the Chinese, the Samothracians and
the twelfth day after the winter's sols- the tribes contigucus to India, this
tice, a Druidical festival, was madle symbol had the saine signîficance;
the Epiphany of the Christian Church; though with the latter there was in-
the ftrst Sunday after the funi moon steadi of a mere point a yod (,) in the
succeeding the vernal equinox la cele- centre of a circle; a circle being wvith-
bratzzd as the resurrection of Christ out beginnig and wlthout end wvas
anclled eEaster Sundlay; and Easter synibolical of eternity, in which the
was an i or goddess of the Sax- IDeity dwelt. Pythagoras esteemedl
ons, ln honor of whorn sacrifices weore them, the central fixe, the supernal,
offered aboat the tinie cf the year mansion of Jove, ana hie called it
ivhich ;3 ncw observcl by the-Church ,Mesouraneo, because the most excel-


