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able, however. ns snch stand-«till action may heina
hack, I should prefer it in o brood-mure to the op-
posite defect.

'I'he great reason why action in « mare i3 80 es-
geatial i, that she having the rondster blood ought
to =upply it; whereu , it is not always pussible o

uncertain in her produces one year bringin v foal as

_much undersize as next year it is overgrown.  Such

# mare ought to be disearded al soon as pos-
rible
By observing the conrse which T have recommend-

led, Twimers who exercise ordinary judgment. will

find it in a stullions it is, indeed, very rare to see o | ke as sale an investment as they would in the

thorough-bred horse whose action is such as would
be desiruble in a park hack, the roadater, or the hun-
ter. ‘Fhe racing man cares not, provided his horse'y
head is first seen at the winning-post, in what form
he moves his forelegs  The qualities which win
fame for the racer are speed, endurance, and pluck.
The conformation mast conducive to speed depends
mare on the back, loins und hindlegs, thar on the
forelegs; it is therefore by no means uncommon 1o
find horses, whose performance on the turf huve been
above medioerity, with forelegs sach as would not
wear for three months on the road, and with action
guch us no man wonld willingly endure in his hack
or his hunter.  Thorough-bred horses, with every
point such as the breeder would desire, combining
ower and beauty, cqually exceltent in their fore-
egs, their ribg, and their hindlegs, ure not to be et
with in every neihbourhood, und even when fonnd
will seldom cover half bred mares at all, and then
only at exorbitant prices.  These are the magnates
of the stud that will not condescend to mates of de
geent less iltustrivus than their own, I then, you
canvot secure their services, you must avail yourself
of the best within your reach.  Supposing your
mare has the forelegs of the action which 1 h.ave
recomended, you may safely put her to a horse
smiiicl has tolerable forelegs, provided he s in general
pewer, in pedigree, und in performance such as you
«desire. I mentioned, in a former letter, that 1 once
,put some mares of my own to *"l‘mn-lzo;::" his fore-
Jegs were by no means first-rate, and his front action
-was decidedly scrambling and bad; but my w.ares
being excellent in both thece point, their stock show-
.ed no traces of their sires deficiency. "To breed
. colts wits: bad foreleds and insufficie.t houe, is to
.encumber your faud with stock ueither usefal uor
galeable.  With mares of first-rate excellence in that
.respect, you greatly extend the range of stallions
which it'is safe to put to them.

1 shall not enlarge upon other points of the mare
4n detail, for the reason that their selection may be
in yeneral be left to the discretion of the breeder;
and aleo, because there are many of them which in
practice will be more frequently supplicd by the

.horse than _he mare. I must say, however, that I
should not like to breed from a mare with 2 bad
head or small eye. Natural soundness especially in
the feet, is very important, and so is good temper.
‘With mares, as witl: cows aud ewes, there is o cer-
tain character difficult to de-cribe, but which the ex-
perienced breeder knows by instiuct, as belonging to
thase likely to.produce goud stock. It is not the
Jarzest, or the most showy, but those which have «
.eertain refinement of furm, and a grace(uluess of out-
fine {which are as characterestic of the well bred
femaﬁe, as power and muscle are of the ,malg,) which
will most faithfully reflect.in their offspring their
ewn merits, and those of its. sire. ~ Mauy a large
ghowy marg, on the contrary, will be provokingly

breeding of uoy other kind of stoek.  Their colts
will make either bunters, carriage horses, or hacks
of 2 uselul and powerful kind.

There is a class of mares moch higher than that
which 1 aave deseribed above; 1 m an those which
combine great power with a pedigree little short of
thorongh-vred—mares which have in their youthful
days been foremost in the bunting-field, and conten-
ded, perhape not ansuccesstuly, in the steeple chase.
Such ure the dams of the eracks of the Melton field
and of the victors at Liverpoo! and Leamington,
But they are o difficult to buy, and so rarely in to
mmket, that, the majority of breeders have but lit-
tle chance of trying heir luck with them.  Theie
owners nuturally desire 1o secure a fow!, when it may
be a great prize, won at a small cost; und will there-
fore seldom be disposed to p ut with them. 1t re-
guires, morcover, 1 more ripened judgement, and
more matare cxperience, to scleet mares fit for the
production of firsteless hunters and steeple-chuserg
than fur the rearing of a less ambitious character of
stocl.  ‘The stallion to which they are put vugnstio
be one of superior ¢lgss to the majority of the itin.
erant animals which s cure the custom of o many
furmere, simply because they save them the trouble
of further enguiry. It may be laid down as a gene-
ral rule that the horse ought, if' possible, to be a bet-
ter animal than the mare.  ‘Then there is the dJiffi-
culty, even wheun a horse ol tried excellence is found,
of discuvering whe.her his points aud his bloud sui$
the mare.  ‘Tlie art and the science of breeding first
rate horses, are not to be mastered without much
thought, trouble aud research. ‘There is no royal
road to it.  He who is wise, in spite of every ob-
stacle, to attain golden results, must adopt & course
the very antipodes of the too common one. of put-
ting some mare, becanse he happens to have her. to
sume horse, because it happens to come into'his yard
He must never breed from & bad mare or a bad
horse; nor must he grudge a few pounds spent in
securing the best of either sex within hisreach. A
Jjndicious sutluy of capital will bere assuredly not
fuil to reap the reward which hag attended 1he im-
provement of every other description of stock.
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GROUND 0AIS.

The Drought which has prevailed for many wecks
up to the present ti-ne, will cause an wpward ten-
dency in the price of fodder; consequently, every
farmer and yeoman must study practical econony in
that important department of busbaudry termed
Seedmg andrearing. . _

The first experiment we shall advise them to make
in view of freding and rearing horses, i, to have
their oats.ground.  Gronad oats furnish mote nu-
riment, and kecp the bowels in better condition, than
when served out whole. By grinding the outs we
separate them iuto & myriad of patticles, and pres
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