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distributing some of the imported Haricots, with di-
rections for cooking them.—Jgricultural Gezette.

Tue Histony oF AcaicurTuRrE.—~The fitst of a
course of three lectures on this subject was delivered at
the Royal Institution, on Monday afternoon last, by
Chandos Wren Hoskyns, Esq., B.A. FL5.A. ¢ its sub-
jeetwas the ancient period of agricultural hustory.—Dr.
Fleming, in introducing Mr. Hoskyns, remarked upon
the desire which was felt by the council of the insutu-
tion to supply lectures which should form a curriculuns
of education. Insuch a serics they must, of course. in-
clude agricutture; but a difficulty here presented itsch
in the fact that so few distinguished men had devoted
themselves to the study of this science.  This was over-
come by a gentleman of the highest possible authority
naming to the council Mr. Hoskyns, and at the same
time intimating his opinion that no other gentleran
equally competent could be found in this country.  Mr.
Hoskyns was communicated with, and he at once pro-

rosed gratuitously to give a course of lectures upon the

Listory of agriculture. He (Dr. Fleming) conceived,
therefore, that Mr. Hoskyns was eminently entitled to
their gratitude.—(Applause.)

The lecturer said that, surrounded as we were by the
arts which accompanied the growth of civilization,
there was none to which our attention might more na-
wrally taru than that whose subject was the supply ot

then vead the description of the Egyptian agriculture
given by the younger Pliny ; aund said we could not o0
uwch admire the arrangement hy which the simple over-
itlow of the Nile became an inducement to a regular
system of hushandry and planting, bringing with 1t the
necessity for a fresh division of land after each wunda-
tion; and as the study of geometry arose from the de-
sire_of each to possess his own land, Egypt was thus
rendered the parent of agricultural, geometrical, and,
ultimately. of astronomical science.  After referring to
the frequent scareitics recorded as having takemplace in
the east, and also to the condition of the nomade and of
the pastoral life, the lecturer said that wherever the
cultivation of the soil was little practised, the mechani-
cal arts were but little understood.  Flocks of sheep af-
forded the means of supplying the wants of men, for this
animal casily adapted itself to different climates, aud
thrived upon the shortest and most scanty pasture. The
practice of agriculture in carlier times, by supplying
nations with a greater amount of wealth than thuer
own wants required. rendgred them not only permanent
but powertul also. Peculiar interest had always been
attached to the most ancient modes of constructing the
plough. Mr. Roskyns then referred to the representa-
tions of the plough, which were found in the Egyptian
hieroglyphica, and said that the instrument there pic-
tured was no doubt a substifute for a more simple one
which had precededit. Inquiry seemed to prove that

our first physical want. The history of the productions { the spade, as an instrument of hand labour, must yield

of the soil was interwoven with man’s progress in every !in antiquity to the hoe.
other art, and was f\mdamcnmlly counected with his

well-being in every respect.  While we were farmliar
with the mancuvring of the Greek phalanx, andof the
Roman legion, we werein the dark as to their simplest
art ; while the swoud and the shield had descended to
as in minute descriptions, the form of the plough, the
spade, and the loora, might be leoked for almost in vain;
and we should possess no idea of them but for some ac-
cidental phrase in a writer, some half-effaced sculpture,
or the impression on a coin. Nothing marked more
strongly an epoch in any art, than the awakening.of an
interest as to the particulars which might be gathered
of its early history. There was nc leman pursuit
which could be said-to have reached a later state of de-
velopment, without having been assisted by the helping
hand of science, than agriculture.  The great improve-
ment n the art of late years suggested the inquiry why
it was so long stationary; and some answer to this

Mr. Hoskyns explained the
three gradutions of hieraglyphic writing,—the pictorial,
the symbolic. and the phonetic—and pointed out, that the
first letter of the word used by the Egyptians to signify
plough had becorne the first fetter of modern alphabets,
The next agricultural nation of antiquity was Greece.
Overflowing as the history of this country was with
records of arts which delighted the fancy of men,
Greece was almost silent about agriculture; and we
looked in vain for the scanty notices that would have af-
forded some clue to their progress in anart which to
the Urecian mind must have appeared so necessary.
Mr. Hoskyns referred to the testimony of Herodotus
and Thucydides as to the soil and capabilities of Greece ;
and afterwards pointed out the change which had taken
place in the climate of Sparta. owing to the neglect of
the extensive system of draining atone time pursued
there. ‘I'raccs of ancient cities were to be found in the
valleys now rendered uninhabitable by the neglect of

question might perhaps be found in the very importance {drainage ; and instead of nurturing the vigorous and
of the subjectitself; for all natural laws seemed to testi- (healthy tace of whom we read, onc sickly race suc-

1y to the slow growth of whatever was most truly and
permanently valuable. The history of agriculture was
in some sort the history of civilization; and in the la-
bours of husbandry we recognized the humble but per-
severing antagonist of those clements which had ever
presented man to the student and the philosopher as the
ane great disturbing agent in otherwise tranquil nature.
At the very outset, therefore, of a history like this, we
must cast off all expectation of meeting with much of
distinet or purposed narrative, and from a wide and va-

ceeded another.  The agriculture of Rome occupied a
much wider field in history. From the very founda-
tion of the state, amidst much that was fabuloys, we
laarned one fact. which left its traces for many centuries
afterwards.—that the assiznment of a certain portion of
land to every citizen was the first work of the state.
Agriculture was peculiarly suited to the Roman cha-
racter, because its requirements and its philosophy were
of all callings the most practical. Nothing more-clear-
ly proved the high estimation in which agriculture was

ried field of research, we must be content to gather such ! held among Romans, than the fact, that from its terms

indications as we could. The task we had to perform

as to convert scattered links in  chain, as wellas thel

scanty materials would allow, and to throw upon the
series such canncction as may be derived from the areat
privilege we possessed of viewing the subject from the
vautage ground of after knowledge.  We hed an illus-
tration of the kind of cvidence to which he referred, in
the history of our race given in the Bible, where we
were told that Alel wasa keeper of sheen and that Cain
tilled the ground. Here were the two great branches of

aricultural science as they existed at the present day—
agriculture proper, ox the cultivation of the soil, and the
socondary branch of the feedingof cattle. }Mr. Hoskyns

many of the greatest men derived their names; and the
practical work of enltivating the soil appeared to have
been as naturally the resource of Roman senators, when
rclieved from their iegislative dutics, as were the
moors of Scotland to the members of a more modern
assembly. The Romans were characterised by the
areat exactness of their modes of cultivation, and all the
ordinary details were carried out with great nicety. In
their ploughing, the Romans roade their turrows straight
to perfection; inmaking their roads in conquered lands,
they allowed them to be turned neither by mountain nok
swamp; and this straight progress was the secret tw
their success in agriculture and in war. There was



