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Disinfect Everywhere and Know It.
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tEbe Colonist. the idea of a book is associated with 
a task, which is more or less irksome. 
There are ways in which they can be 
taught that boojts are a well-spring 
of pleasure, not simply because they 
tell in a more or less delightful way 
the doings and sufferings of the he­
roes and heroines of fiction, but be­
cause they give an insight into the 
wonders of Nature, and into the stor­
ies of the past; because they show 
in innumerable ways that truth is 
stranger than fiction, and infinitely 
more Interesting, when once its study 
has been changed from a labor to a 
pleasure. This cannot be done with 
the facilities usually available to the 
public schools, and this is one of the 
reasons why some means ought to be 
adépted, if possible, whereby the 
schools and the public libraries might 
work in unison for the purpose for 
which they both are instituted.
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“HYDROCRESOL” is not an odorless disinfectant. .It imparts a pleas­

ant odor to the atmosphere; kills disease geftns and purifies everything. Use 
it for the kennels, chicken-houses, backyards, sinks, and also try a little in 
your bath; a few drops in your tooth wash, or use it, in the proportions 
stated on the label, for bathing, cuts, etc. It h«s a universal uee. Sold 
wholesale and retail by THOS. SHOT BOLT, PIONEER DRUGGIST, No. 
JOHNSON 8T„ VICTORIA. 26c and60c a bottle.

The Colonist Printing » Publishing 
Company, Limited Liability 

27 Broad Street, Victoria. B.C. ice59

THE SEMJEEKLY COLONIST
or because there will be any difference 
of opinion on the part of the local 
press as to thé propriety of demanding

We cite these two instances only as 
examples of what has been done else­
where. Any one who keeps track of 
things will see that the representa­
tives of these Eastern provinces are 
not greatly troubled, when they ask 
their embarrassing the respective gov- 
tor things, about the probability of 
ernments to whom they address their 
requests.
may find in these instances a sug­
gestion of something, which our rep­
resentatives might do.

uents in this important matter, we 
are only urging them to do what the 
representatives of constituencies in 
other parts of the Dominion do every 
year. It is only what the represen­
tatives of constituencies in other parts 
of Canada have don, times without 
number in the past. Representatives 
of the people in other parts of Can­
ada do not stop to ask if they will em­
barrass the government, which they 
are sunnorting, by advocating great 
public undertakings. They seem to 
be under the impression that a part 
of their duty consists in embarrass­
ing the government sufficiently to 
compel action along necessary lines, 
and the amount of success that has 
attended their efforts is surprising. 
It does not matter the toss of a five 
cent piece what particular set of in­
dividuals administer the affairs of the 
country so long as its affairs are well 
administered, and yet, as a rule, the 
moment a man gets elected to a legis­
lative body, the welfare of his party 
seems to be his guidihg star. If there 
is not a speedy change in this respect, 
the first thing the people in power 
will know is that, there will be a public 
unrisintr against representative indif­
ference. and some gentlemen will have 
an opportunity of devoting all their 
time to their oWn business.

|1 00One year ...................
Six months ...............
Three months...........

Sent postpaid to 
Kingdom and United States.
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Here Nowv
A TRANSPORTATION POLICY

The Mall and Empire heads an edi­
torial: "Wanted-A Transportation
policy,’’ and it commends Mr. Monks 
inouiry as to when the government 
proposed to declare its intentions as 
to the recommendations contained in 
the report of the Royal Commission 
on Transportation. Our Toronto con­
temporary refers chiefly t0 the 
commendations made by the Commis­
sion in regard to the traffic eastward 
from the Central Provinces. "
were of a very useful and far-reach­
ing nature, and as yet they do not 
appear to have received any special 
consideration at the hands of ti?e 
emment. It is not supposable that 
the .Commission was appointed sim­
ply to give Messrs. Reford and Ash­
down a job. They are both men of 
too high standing and too much busi­
ness to make such a thing possible. 
There must have been some justifi­
able motive in providing for the ln- 

The work of the Commission 
thorough. If we may Judge from 

the manner in which they conducted 
their inquiries in Victoria, they aimed 
to get at the real gist of every trans­
portation question presented to them. 
They took up each subject intelli­
gently and dealt with it exhaustively, 
and their report shows the excellence 

It seems, 
strange that

o
THE COAL SITUATION A whole carload, too. This we are sure, will be welcome 

news to many business men. Ordinarily these would 
have been here long since, but transportation trouble has in­
convenienced many business men wanting desks.

These are now displayed on fourth floor and a creditable 
showing they make. The best desk-maker in Canada has 
contributed some of his choicest creations. There is a varied 
assortment of styles and prices. In some of the choicest de­
signs we have but one of a pattern so we would suggest an 
early visit to this showing.

First impressions are the most lasting—a point to bear in 
mind when furnishing your offices. It’s the office furnishings 
that a prospective customer first notices. If they are in good 
taste he is favorably impressed, a point gained for you.

Perhaps our questioner
Very prompt and stringent steps will 

have to be taken to end the distressing 
situation, at the coal mines. An Ot­
tawa despatch said that Mr. Lemieux, 
who is Minister of Labor, was dis­
posed to treat the whole matter light­
ly, but this can only be because he is 
not correctly informed as to the na­
ture of the situation. The strike, for 
that is practically what it is, coming 
upon the heels of the severest winter 
Central Canada has ever known since 
it was opened to colonization, finds 
the coal supply exhausted The 
sequences of this must be exceedingly 
grave. We have, in our observations 
on this matter in previous issues, 
spoken chiefly of the attitude of the 

. About that of the operators we 
not so well -Informed, because what 

they may do or refuse to do is not 
open to the public gaze. It is not im­
possible that they are inx a measure to 
blame. But the great question today 
is the necessity of having work start­
ed again at the earliest possible mo­
ment. Mr. Mackenzie King is on his 
way to the scene of trouble. He has 
been a very efficient negotiator in the 
past, and it is to be hoped that his 
skill will not desert him now.

The people on the ground or near­
est to it do not share in Mr. Lem- 
ieux’s optimism. The Board of Trade 
of Nelson has asked the government 
to intervene and take charge of the 

The Canadian

CRITICISM AND APATHY

We do not believe that there is an­
other city in Canada where as little 
interest would be taken in the effort 
to develop its commercial importance 
as is in evidence in Victoria, if there 
were such possibilities to be achieved. 
What is the matter with the town? 
Since the Colonist began the agitation 
for rail connection with the Mainland, 
or rather renewed it, for it has been 
a part of the policy of the Colonist 
for a quarter of a century, it has been 
amusihg to hear the reasons assigned 
by some people for not assisting it. 
The primary cause assigned was that 
someone was “working a graft.” This 
is the obvious objection to everything. 
Why should any man or newspaper 
seek to do anything unless there is 
some concealed motivé of a financial 
nature behind the effort? Another 
cause assigned was that someone con­
nected with the Colonist has some­
where some property, or expected to 
get some property somewhere, which 
might possibly be augmented in value 
if the proposed connection was made, 
This seems a very absurd cause to as­
sign, but it was actually given by a 
person in a position of some influence 
as his reason for refusing to aid the 
Colonist in its efforts. Another reas­
on that has .been assigned' for the Col­
onist’s course is that it is seeking to 
make political capital at the expense 
of the representatives of Vancouver 
Island in the House of Commons. An­
other is that we aim at embarrassing 
the representatives of the Vancouver 
Island constituencies in the local leg­
islature. Another is that the whole 
matter is simply a "fad.” Our eve­
ning contemporary has described it as 
an air castle. Another reason assigned 
is that Mr. Rithet some fifteen years 
ago addressed a public meeting in 
which he advocated this connection 
and nothing has come of it. Another 
is that we must wait until the rail­
way companies get ready to ask us to 
act. Another is that we may con­
tribute towards the development of 
some other locality. We have been told 
in so many words that, if by reason 
of what we are advocatthg a town 
should be built up at the north end of 
this island from which communica­
tion would be established with Prince 
Rupert, Portland Canal and the Yu­
kon, it would immensely injure Vic­
toria. It would be tedious to give all 
the reasons which have been assigned 
for a refusal on the part of some 
people to co-operate with us in thei 
effort which we have made.’ Moat' of. 
these objections icould be made to any 
project whatever. There are yet some 
people ifi this town, who say; the-mo­
ment anybody proposes anything? 
"So-and-so’s trying to do something. 
Let’s knock it,” and the knocking at 
once begins.

Another and more serious obstacle 
to- the successful presentation of the 
advantages of Victoria and the for­
mulation of a plan to realize upon 
them is the narrow spirit of political 
partizanship, which is yet only too 
common in Victoria. Men refuse to- 
help a project lest, if it Is taken up by 
the Dominion government, some pres­
tige may attach to our members at 
Ottawa. Others take the same atti­
tude in regard to any proposal that 
the provincial government shall be 
asked to do anything. The other day 
we had a caller who discussed the 
matter of railway connection, and he 
closed his talk by expressing his be­
lief that we were not playing fair with 
the Conservative party because we did 
not belabor Mr. Templeman in this 
connection. Another prominent Lib­
eral in the course of a discussion ex­
pressed his very great satisfaction that 
the Times had scored, so he thought, 
a political point out of a letter written 
by Mr. F. S. Barnard to this paper. 
His argument ran this way: Mr. 
Barnard is a Conservative; Mr. Barn­
ard was once a Conservative candi­
date; Mr. Barnard wrote a letter to 
the Colonist urging the provincial 
ernment to take up the railway ques­
tion; therefore the fact that the gov­
ernment has not yet done so, is a great 
thing for the Liberals, and the fact 
that the Times has drawri attention 
to Mr. Barnard’s letter in this con­
nection is a great feather in the cap 
of that paper. When our caller was 
told that the Colonist did not consider 
itself at all bound by Mr. Barnard’s 
expressions of opinion, the reply was 
that it was bound by them, because 
Mr. Barnard is a Conservative. In 
our way of looking at the matter, 
politics have nothing more to do with 
this question in its present stage, and 
ought never to have anything more 
to -do with it, then the phases of the 
moon. We mention the above matters 
for the purpose of showing what an 
un-hill task to arouse action in this 
city in respect to a matter of such 
vital Interest to its future.

There is no politics in this matter. 
If we have urged our representatives 
at Ottawa and Victoria to act, it is 
not because the former are the Colon­
ist's political opponents and some of 
the latter its political friends, but be­
cause they both are by the choice of 
the peonle of these constituencies in 
duty bound to speak for them in all 
public matters. When we urge them 
to take some occasion to voice the 
views and the needs of their constit-

con-
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was EARL GREY’S SPEECH I
Every Canadian must have read 

with great pleasure the telegraphic 
summary of Earl Grey’s speech at the 
Peace Congress now in session in 
New York. It was published in ouf 
last issue. The spirit in which 
our honored 
proached his subject was admirable, 
and nothing could be happier than his 
reference to our country. "That fair 
and growing Canada, that happy Do­
minion in which it is now my delight­
ful privilege to live” is a very happy 
phrase, and the best of it is that it is 
true. This is a fair and growing 
country, and as countries go now­
adays, a happy one. When His Ex­
cellency, “in the name of the Ganfcdian 
people," advocated the adoption of 
such measures as will compel nations 
to resort to established methods of 
conciliation before appealing to the 
arbitrament of the sword, he placed 
this country in the proud position of 
being the first among the peoples of 
the world to put itself upon record 
as favorable to this great and far- 
reaching proposal. His exhortation to 
the people of the United States to 
stand side by side with 
vancing the cause of peace will strike 
a responsive chord, in the hearts of 
millions of people. Iji so doing he 
was able to say that Canadians are 
devoted to the, arts of peace. He 
struck the true keynote of national 
responsibility when he said It was to 
promote- liberty atid ' Christian duty, 
and he was historically correct when 
he said that the two nations are 
founded upon thé! basis of self-sacri­
fice. The speech, seems to have been 
in every respect,one calculated to 
maike Canada proud of , the gentleman 
who represented her at the congress.

A Company hits' just 
ated at Ottawa to build a line of rail­
way two hundred miles, in length from 
a point on the National Transconti­
nental railway, i. e„ thé eastern divi­
sion of the Granit Trunk Pacific, to sf 
point on Hudson’s Bay. or rather1 on 
James Bay, which is the southern pro­
longation of that great inland sea. 
The terminus is to be at the mouth of 
East Main River, 
eastern side of 
which is about 
forms a part of the northern boundary 
of Quebec, flows out of a country, 
which is doubtless wei) timbered. In 
the promotion of this enterprise we 
have another illustration of what can 
be done in the way of providing trans­
portation facilities for a country. 
There is nothing in. all the region to 
be tapped by the projected line that is 
in any way comparable to what can 
be developed by the diagonal railway 
project, which was advanced in a 
recent issue of the Colonist.

of the results reached, 
therefore, more than 
nothing has been done along the lines 
recommended by the Commissioners. 
We hope that the delay does not sig­
nify that the report and all the évi­
dence taken is so much waste paper, 
but that by the time Parliament next 
convenes the government will have 
made up its mind as to what it will 
do in respect to some, at least, of the 

matters upon which the Com-

Governor-General ap-

Come, and see what we mean by good taste in Office 
Furniture'.

working of the mines.
Pacific is refusing all kinds of freight 
at that point and notifying ship­
pers generally in that part of the coun­
try that only livestock and perishables 
would be handled. How long even this 

be done, if relief does not come 
situation, cannot at present he 
Mr. Lemieux ought to rise to 

He does not appear at

many 
missioners reported.

Some Lines and Pricescan 
to the 
told.
the situation, 
present to have done so.

Settlers and their belongings are 
pouring into Central Canada at an 
precedented raté, and the .. "
may soon be compelled to give up the 
task of transporting them to their des­
tinations. This will bv a serious blow 
to the country. If it were not for this 
there would not be a cloud in the sky 
of Canada's progress. During the coal 
famine of fast winter the Colonist 
spoke of the failure of the companies 
to provide for the needs of the^ coun­
try.

SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES

We made a very brief reference a 
day or two ago to the suggestion that 
a Boy’s Department ought to be added 
to the Victoria Public Library. This 
is not a new subject, although it has 
not heretofore recelvèd much attention 

press of this

un­
railways Roller Curtain Desk

at the hands of the 
province. But it has a broader side 
than that which we wqre then think­
ing of. There ought td be some spe­
cies of co-operation between the pub­
lic libraries and the public schools. 
In a paper, read at the Provincial 
Teachers' Institute, held at Reveistoke 
in 1903, Mr. David Wilson dealt with 
the subject in some detail. We quote 
a part of his remarks as showing what 
had up to that time been done in the 
United States in this direction. Mr. 
Wilson said;

The hearty co-operation of the pub­
lic library'with the public school is 

of the most noticeable features of
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Roller Curtain Desk
V1J. That failure is emphasized by 
what is now transpiring. When pri­
vate companies fail to do what the ex­
igencies of the countiV require, it be- 

question whether or not the 
government should not take a very ac­
tive part in meeting emergencies, ro 
use an oft-quoted phrase; It Is a con­
dition and not a theory that confronts
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the modern library movement in the 
United States. The utmost anxiety is 
there displayed to have the library as­
sist the school in every possible way. 
Teachers ate supplied with teachers' 
cards, allowing thém to take many 
books at a time and to retain them 
for a long time. Classes are supplied 
with books, and boxes of books Are 
carried from school to school. All the 
public libraries of California recog­
nize the needs of the boys and girls. 
San Francisco Public Library opened 
a juvenile department in 1895. In 
that city, more than 15,000 children’s 
books are circulated monthly.

The old city of Brookline, a wealthy 
suburb of Boston, extremely conserva­
tive in almost everything but educa­
tion, has, through the efforts' of its 
Education Society, practically brought 
the public library into the schools. A 
school room has been opened in the 
public library building and made the 
headquarters of school children. The 
person in charge of this room assists 
and instructs school children in the 
use of the library and reveals its re­
sources. Books selected by the school 
committee (that is, board of school 
trustees) are collected in this room, 
especially books adapted for the use 
of school children and such as throw 
light upon their studies. These books 
are at the command of teachers and 
are sent to the school-rooms upon

Price ;us.

-AN EXAMPLE

The Colonist has been asked what 
it expects the representatives of Van- 
couver Island in thé Dominion parlia­
ments to do in respect to rail connec­
tion with the Mainland. We hardly 
feel that it is our duty to tell our 
elected representatives specifically 
how they ought to deal with any sub- 

We can indicate in what line 
we think their efforts ought to be put 
forward, but we do not feel that we 
ought to undertake to tell them what 
shape those efforts ought to take. Per­
haps we mây helJKour questioner to an 
understanding pt the kind work rep­
resentatives can do, if we cite two 
very recent illustrations^ of the 
ner in which the representatives of 
other provinces have acted. Take first 
the case of Prince Edward’s Island. 
When that province entered Confed­
eration a certain stipulation was made 
as to the maintenance of communica­
tion with the mainland. At that time 
no one thought of anything except 
such improvements upon the very im­
perfect system then in vogue as could 
be devised from time to time. The 
wildest imagination of the Prince Ed­
ward’s Islanders at that time never 

, , , _ contemplated the digging of a tunnel
their requisition, on the principle of un(jer the Strait of Northumberland 
the traveling library. All the other 
books and resources of the library are 
accessible to the school children, under 
proper restrictions. Classes of pupils 
are taken to the schoolroom in the 
library for lectures and instruction.
The school librarian visits the teach­
ers, learns their needs, and encour­
ages a more general use of books, oth­
er than the regular text-books in the 
schoolroom. Thus the public library 
is brought into the schools, for the 
school children are made familiar with 
the use of the library, given systematic 
instruction in the use of books, and en­
couraged to form the habit of using a 
library. In Los Angeles, all the city 
school libraries were, as early as 1891, 
deposited in the public librarjr building 
and placed under the care of the li­
brarian and his staff. Both teachers 
and pupils were thus given access to 
a larger number of volumes. In 1897, 
a school reference room was estab­
lished and copies of many valuable 
books of reference secured, 
tion to books, the school department 
of the Los Angeles library has a large 
collection of mounted pictures for con­
crete illustration of lessons. Besides 
this, groups of pictures of interest in 
connection with various holidays, cur­
rent events and occasions of note are 
always displayed from time to time in 
this department. On the occasion of 
my visit early in 1901, pictures of our 
late beloved Queen (then recently de­
ceased) were on exhibition to teach 
the young American the history o£ one 
of our greatest sovereigns. The rooms 
were crowded with children just from 
school, who were selecting books or 
drinking in information through the 
eye from the pictures of the day. In 
this Way the people of Los Angeles 
have the schools and the library work­
ing together in thé utmost harmony, 
and accomplishing the maximum 
amount of good upon the minimum 
amount of money, time and energy.

Mr. Wilson thinks that much good 
could be accomplished along the lines 
suggested by him, if the local school 
boards were represented on the boards 
of library managers, and there is very 
much to be said in favor of such a pro­
posal. We do» not think we are mis­
taken in saying that the principal use 
of the Victoria Public Library is to 
afford amusement or recreation to peo­
ple, who have passed the school age.
It is not much used for the purposes 
of study, and in this respect, we do not 
suppose that it is in any way differ­
ent from most public libraries. This 
is because our schools do not teach 
children the real value of books. To 
the average schoolboy or school-girl*

been incorpor- Price .ju
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’The" London Chronicle compliments 

the Canadian newspapers upon the 
manner in which, on the occasion of 
Mr. Bryce's visit to Ottawa, they put 
his diplomatic qualities to the test. 
The rough and ready way we have 
on this side of the Atlantic of dealing 
with public questions leads as a rule 
to better results than the more 
ceremonious methods pursued in the 
United Kingdom, 
as great respecters of persons as our 
friends in the Mother Country, but our 
manner of .dealing with things does 
no harm, but on the contrary often 
leads to great good.
Bryce nor the ministry, which appoint-, 
ed him, can plead ignorance as to how 
Canada regards its relations with the 
United States.

High roll, 60 in. long, 34 in. deep, 52 in. 
high, quartered oak, top veneered with 
figured Hungarian ash. rotary cases, 
highly polished. A very fine ' desk.

$135-00

$55-00

Flat Top Deskat a cost of over *10,000,000, or say 
about *100 per head of the population 
of the Island. Yet recently we have 
seen a member from the Island arise 
in Parliament and demand the con­
struction of such a tunnel and threat­
en that the Island would Insist upon 
being released from Canada, If the 
work Is not undertaken at the earliest 
possible day. 
he has taken an absurd position in 
asking for the expenditure, although 
most people think that he has gone 
a little too far in making such a 
threat.
respective of party, 
ing that something shall be déne, no 
matter what it will cost.

Another instance has just occurred 
in New Brunswick. While the route 
of the eastern section of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific was undecided, the rep­
resentatives of the province in the 
House of Commons urged that the 
route down the valley of the St. John 
should be adopted, and the local press 
without regard to party Joined in the 
demand. Nova Scotia influence fa­
vored the diagonal route across the 
centre of the province, and after the 
surveys were made the Commissioners 
decided that the Central route was 
the shortest and probably the. cheap­
est per mile, and so it was chosen. 
Now what happened? The people at 
once began to clamor for a line down 
the St. John valley. There is one 
there already, but the people want an­
other, and the route by which they 
want it built will be within hearing 
of the whistles of the trains on the 
existing line, and the two roads for 
a great part of their length will be In 
sight of each other. Having failed to get 
the Dominion legislature to locate the 
National Transcontinental line there, 
the matter was taken up in the local 
legislature and substantial assistance 
In the way of a guarantee has been 
offered Messrs. Mackenzie & Mann to 
build the new line. The leader of 
the opposition in the local house, af­
ter entering a formal protest against 
the scheme, which was not to the 
principle of it, but only so as to keep 
himself right politically, if the gov­
ernment plan falls through, joined 
with the government in assisting in 
the passage of the measure through 
the House. For a part of the pro­
posed line there is already a Dominion 
subsidy available, and no one doubts 
for a single moment that a subsidy 
will be obtained for the remainder. 
If it is not, it will not be because the 
representatives of the province at 
Ottawa will not insist upon getting it,

Price
60 in. x 36 in. quartered oak. Rotary case 
contains six index letter files. Beautiful 
polish finish?. Price

We may not be Roller Curtain Deskgov-

$60.00
High roll, 72 in. long, 38 in. deep, 52 in. 
high. Select quartered oak, drop front 
files and boxes, highly polished. A mag-

$150.00

Roller Curtain DeskNeither My.No one has said that

High roll, 60.in. wide, 34 in. deep. Select 
quartered oak, top veneered with fine fig­
ured stock. Double drawer in right ar­
ranged for books. Pigeonhole case fitted 
with letter file. Card index drawer and 
private compartment with flat-keyed lock 
etc. Beautiful polish finish. Price $75,00

nificent desk. Price
The papers of the Island, ir- 

unite in insist- There has been more or less talk 
about the Grand Trunk Pacific apply­
ing for an extension of-t,lme. 
have not seen any statement on this 
point that could be called even semi­
official. The nearest approach to it 
was- the editorial in the Ottawa Free 
Press, which said that because of the 
failure of the British Columbia gov­
ernment to consent, to the transfer of 
the Tsimpsian Reserve the line would 
not be extended west of Edmonton for 
three years.
to frighten us out here.

Desk and Book CaseWe
Desk and bookcase combined, 36 in. wide, 
26 in. deep. Oak, golden finish. 
Price....................................................$35-0°

In addi-

Attention!This was chiefly meant

The Morning Post thinks that the 
British government ought to assist the 
workingmen at Woolwich, where there 
is at present great stagnation in in­
dustry, to emigrate to Canada or to 
go to other parts of the United King­
dom, where work is to be had. The 
recognition of the obligation of the 
government to deal with pressing so­
cial needs is steadily growing. 1Attention is also called tojjie very fine line of other 

Office Furnishings, such as Desks, Chairs, Cabinets, 
I Floor and Wall Coverings, etc.,etc.

I We can also make you anything in the line of 

s Office Fittings from your own ideas, Counters, Store 
> Fronts, etc.,etc.RAT VIRUS

Attention, Warehousemen and Others ! !We have imported a virulent disease - producing virus for the de­
struction of rats and mice, which can be used without danger to other 
animals. WEILER BROS -When infected, the disease is communicated to others, and many 
are destroyed. They do not die in the house.

Ask us for literature.
Complete Home, Hotel and Club Furnishers. Victoria, B, C.

CYRUS It. BOWES, Chemist, 98 Government St Near
e Yates St.

VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA.
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