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A SKNSATION IN COURT.

The Owner of the *‘Shelby” Impris-
oned for Sending Mouey to the
Chi- f Justice.

Judgment (‘ondemnh& the Schooner—
Question of Fine or Furteit- -
ure to Be Argued.

——

There was a sgnsation in the Admiralty
oourt yesterday morning, when the Chiof
-Juatice previous to giving judgment in the
case of the crown against the schooner
Shelby, sentenced Louis' Wille, the owner
of the vessel in question, to one week’'s im-
prisonment for sending him-an anonymous
lebter containing $25.

When His Lordehip ascended the bench
he immediately atked Mr. Helmoken, coua-
sel for the Shelby, if Mr. Wille the owner
of the schooner, was present. Mr. Helmeo-

ken replied yes, and Mr. Wille wae there-
upon called vo the witness box.

His Lordship showing him a piece of
paper asked him if it wae in bis writing.

Mr. Wille replied, *‘ Yes.”

His Lordship —*‘ Then you are responsi-
ble for the contents of this letter and for
sending it to me. Do you acknowledge

" thav”'?

Mr. Wille—* Yes eir ™.

His Lordship—*¢ The reason for my call-
ing for Mr. Wille ie the receipt by myself of
a letter which Mr. Wille acknowledges te
be in his handwriting, and which is address-
ed to me, Ibreads:

¢ To Your Lordship, Cheef Justice Davie :

* Kindly accept this small donation for

kind servioes re schooner Shelby.
* YOUR SERVANT ”

[Enclosed in the letter were $25 in bank
bills

. Il’ow,” continued His Lordehip, *‘ what
have you to say for having sent thav letter
and ite contents to me?

Mr. Wille (after a pause)—* My foolish.

His Lordship —*¢ Your foolishness ! Well,
I am inclined vo think it is. I do not think
it was anything else bub ignorancs that led
you to suppose that justice was to bs pur-
chased in this court or in this country by
money. By sending an offer of that kind, a
bribe, to a judge, you have laid yourself open
to a very heavy punishment indeed, and to
vrosecution upon a very serious charge.
I donot know whether government or the
Attorney General’'sdepartment will prosecate
you for it. Possibly in view of the course I
am about to adopt they will not do so. It
is my duty to mark my sense of the wrong
of which -you have been guilty, aud I there-
fore sentence you to one week’s imprison.
ment in the common jail and to pay a fine
of $25 Mr. Registrar (handing the regis
trar’Mr. Wille’s letter and contents) you
will appropriate this $25 in payment of the
fine, and yon Mr. Wille will go to jail for a
week.”

Mr. Helmcken—** I may say Your Lord-
ship that under the ciicamstances vo far as
I am concerned I don’c wish to have any
further connection with the case.’

His Lordehip —** I know it is a very pain.
ful thing for you Mr. Helmcken. My judg-
ment was prepared before receipt of the
letter.

The Sheriff, who was present, immedi-
ately took Mr. Wille into custody and he
will spend the week ia jail. )

The Chief Justice then prdcseded to
deliver ‘the judgment in. the Shelby case as
follows : )

*“The British vessel Shelby, Christian
Claussen master, was seized by an officer of
the U.8. Corwin on the 11th of May, 1895,
in latitude 52 degrees 52 mioures 10 seconds
north and lovgitade 134 degrees 10 minutes
58 seconds west, being a point within the

rohibited waters of vhe.Paocific ocean as de-
Enod in the Behring Sea award act, 1894,
for an alleged contravention of the acv, such
contravention being the employment of the
vessel in pursuing sesls within the proecribed
waters during the period prohibited by law.

¢ By force of the scheduled provisions of
the Bahring Sea award act;' 1894, which un-
der section 1 are to have the same effect as
if enacted by the act, the . pursuit_of seals
within the aforesaid limit is probibited, and
by section 2 of section 1, if there is any oon-
travention of the act, any person commit-
ting, proouring, aiding or abetting such con-
travention is guilty of a misdemeanor, and
the ship employed in such contravention and
ber ¢quipment, and everything on basrd
thereof, are liabls to forfeiture to Her
Msjesty, provided that the court, without
prejudice to any other power, may release
the ship, equipment or thing on payment of
a fine nob exceeding £500. . g 8

‘“ At the time of her seizare the Shelby
was fully manned and equipped for -killing,
ospturing and pursuing - seals, and had on
board implements and sealskins, -

“ By section. 1, subsection 6, of Seal
Fishery (North America) act, 1893, which
act wasin force at the time of the seizure,
if, during prohibited times and ia pro-
hibited waters, a British ship is found
having on board thereof fishing and shooting
implements or seslskins, it shall lie on the
ewner or master of such vessel to prove that
the ship was not used or employed in con-
travention of the act. The acts of 1893 and
1894 being in vari matesia are to be read as

one acdt:“MeWilllam v. Adnmc_, 1 Macq., H-

L. Cae., 120,

*‘The Shelby, therefore, having been
found within prokibited waters with seals
and implements for taking them on board
is to be deemed to-have been employed in
contravention of the act unless the contragry
be shown. : d

¢ Has it then been shown . that the ship
was not used or employed in contravention
of theact? The most important witness to
prove this, if such were the ease, wounld
clearly have bien Captain Claussen,
the master, but he was not called,
ror - has the failure to eall him
been satisfactorily accounted for. The
only reason offered for his absence is
that he was away on a fishing expedition,
His evidence might have been teken de
bene caue, but no effort to procure his evi-
denoe seems to have been made. [Phe mave,
August Rarpin, was called as & witness,
and stated that the Shelby stopped sealing
on the 30th of April, when the ship’s log
shows the vassel to have been in latitnde 58
degrees 30 minutes north and longitude 139
degrees 30 minaites weat, and that she then
set 8ail for Viotoria. Oa the 11th of May,
after 10 or 11 days’ sailing, she was found
by the Corwin in latitude 52 degrees 52
minutes and 10 seconds north. and longitude
134 degrees 10 minutes snd 58 seconds wesh,
& distamce approximately of four bundred
miles from the point of sbarting, nr loas than
an average of forty miles a day. 3
courte for tha ship to have steered for a: 5
toris was E.8.E. msguetic, but ‘it appears
that frequently when the .course of the
as indioared by the log would have per.

"o be made @ood the
ed in'ghat direotion.
‘May she was

May on an east by north course, whereas the
wicd on each of these days was favor-
able to an east'southesst course, Captain
Moggridge states, from an examination of
the log, .nad the schooner ought to have
made a onnsidersbly greater distance on her
course durivg these days, and in view cf the
fac*, s ‘stated in evidenoe, that the Shelby
had a favorable current of nearly a knot an
hour, it is olear that she ough* 10 hrva made
s much greater distancs. Th: (o win, in
coming from the south to the puiad where
she picked up the Shelby, exp rienced
strong head winds, whioh were favorable
winds for the Shelby, and the prevailing
winds ab that time of the year, as shown by
the Coast Pilot, are westerly, alsofavorableto
tke E 8.8, course to be made Iy the Shelby.

*¢ The Corwin seized the S8helby for con-
travention of the act, placed a orew sn
board her and ordered her to Sitka, a dis-
tanoce of 260 miles, which she reached under
sail in a livtle over two days. At Sitka the
Shelby was ordered to Viotoria, a distance
of about 800 miles, as shown by the chart,
which place she made, likewise under sail,
in fourteen days.

*‘ The mate, when asked to explain why
he went out of his course, particularly on
the 2nd, 3rd and 5th of May, ascribes the
fach to defects in the compass, which he says
varies three or four pointe, but this state-
ment is shown by his own evidenoce to be an
equivocation, and the variation tohavehad no
eg'eoh whatever on the course actually made
or intended to be made, for whilst it is trae
that the compass varies, and varies comsid-
erably, such variation is regular, known
precisely, and duly sllowed for. Havin
committed himself on his examination at the
hearing to the variation of the compass rea-
son, which he was compelled to ad-nit on
oross examination was no reason at all, he
was by permission of the court recalled a
day or two after the evidercs hed closed,
and he then ascribed the deviations from the
oourse to the state of the wind. .

I find myself entirely unable to place
any dependende on the evidence of the mate,
Reppon, and this leaves the deviations from
the regular course between the 1st to the
11th of May, and the fact that 400 milee
only was made in ten days, altogether anac-
couanted for. It is true that Denny Florida,
s hunter, August Schone, the cook, and
Victor Emanuel Laerquest, one of the sea.
men, all testify, and I have no doubt with
truth, that no seals were taken during these
days, nor were the boats lowered, but it
appears also that none were seen during
these days, Their evidence leaves the ques-
tion of deviations from the course untouched
and, in the absence of evidence explaining
it, the only reasonable conclusion is that the
deviations were occasioned by the attempt
to pursue seals. At all events it has not
been proved to my satisfaction that the
vessel was mnot employed in the pur-
suit of seals during these dates. 1In
Reg. v. the Minnie, 4 Exch. 151, it was held
by Crease, J., that the presence of the ship
within prohibited waters required the clear-
est evidenpe of bona fides 0 exomerate the
master of any intention to infringe the pro-
visions of the art, and that as his ex.
planation of the circumstances in
that oase was unsatistactory the ship
must be condemned. This ruling is,
I think, in thorough accord with sub.sec
6 of sec. 1, and I an. bound to follow it. It
applies exactly to this case. Here the cap-
tain has offered no explanation at all, and
the explanation of the circumstances, sue-
picious in themselves, given by the mate is
unsatisiactory. The vessel, thoretore, must
be condemned.

‘1 am inclined to think thatthisis a case,
88 no actual tnking of seals is shown, but
negabived upon the evidence, where &« fine

of forfei-nre. I nave power, nnder eub-sec.
2 of se*ion 1 of the act of 1894 to subatitute
a fine f.r forfeiture. I will hear counsel up-
on this point. The costs of suit must follow
the condemnation,” .

MIXED SCHOOLS.

To THE EDITOR : - I hope you will be ahle
to find space to insert in the CoLONIST a few
words from me on the sutjeos of Mixed
Sobools.

- An experience of teaching in the High and’
Publio schools of this provinoce extending
over tem years has caused me o form the
opinion that not only does ro evil reeult
from the assoviation of the sexes in one
schoolroom, but that boys and girls are mu-
tually benefited by being thus thrown in
contact. The boys, especially, are benefited
by the training they receive in politeness
and courtesy to their follow-pupils of the
other sex, while the girls receive an access
of dignity and womanlinees from their harm
less association with well-mannered boye.

1f the Bishop of Columbia hear the testi-
mony of teachers who have spent many
years amongst the youth of Canada, he will
be delighted to learn that his fears aboub the
dangers of mixed schools are groundless. A
comparison of London, or even Southamp
ton, with small Canadian cities would be
misleading. In London without doabt, in
Southampton probably, there exists a pau
per and oriminal class sending to the public
schools children brought. up with vicious
surroundings, and whose example would
certainly taint any school with immoralivy.
Here, in Canada, we have no such olaes,
snd the Lord Bishop’s Canadian friends
maintain the existence of the * hoodlum ”
element, I think it will be found
that the ‘‘hoodlums” of - Victoria are
nov  altogether, or even prinoipal-
ly composed of public school boys.
oertainly they are mobt represented in the
High school. Leb the Bishop of Columbia
visiv the schools and see for himself. He
will then be in a Podﬁon to judge whether
wy designation of the boys as ** well-man-
nered ” is an exaggeration or not. Let him
enquire, as I have done, of the other teach-
era of our schoole, whether they approve of
mixed schools,and, after having received the
same answers as I received, thav they know
of nothing bubt good resulting from the
association of the sexes in the schools, tet
him consider - whether out testimony s
worthy, of credence, whether we bave or
have not had opportunities of judging, and
whether we have or have not the interests
of our pupils at heart.

I, for ome, will yield to no one in anxiety
for the welfare of the young people of .Vic-
torla, and if I saw that the aystem,of mixed
schools was evil, I
Bounge it with all the power I
His Lordship ask the inspect8ts of echools of
thia province for their opinion. I am sure
that, if they were to réport that it s an evil
system, the Department of Education nor
Bohool boards of this provinoc would revog-
niuzob:."neoudcy.” a8 Hel:' Mbajeaty’s bin-
#pectors ara. reported to have ‘done, but
wonld pluck it up, root and branch,

n_conclusion, I would respeotiully beg
His Lordehip the Bishop of Columbia to
vislo the schools from time to time., He
need not fear that his visit would Interrups
our work. On the contrary, if the clergy
of Victoria and others interested in eduoa-
tlon would visit the schools and spesk a few
 worde of advice ‘and encouragement to the
#cholars, both teachers.and pupils would be
wtimilated to frésh exertion; | B ivis

have,

tors themselves a‘ﬁrhﬂigd thap :tmi):‘é :
been misled in * evious - judgments. | instrnoti

pre
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might meet the justice of the oase, instuad |

should certainly de- |, W
Let |.

THE CORPORATION COURT.

Other Employees Tell What . They
Know and Have Seen of Super-
intendent Hutehison.
. | 9
A Witness Who Would Steer:-Clear of
Aldermen -8everal Mistakes
in the ‘‘Charges.” .

Standing room only was obtainablg, and
even that was hard to find, in the space set
apart for the public in the city council
chamber, long before the acting Mayor,
Alderman Humphrey, called his colleagues
to order at 8:15 o’'clock last evening. The
board of aldermen met, according to the
resolution of the previous meeting, as a
select committee, for the purpose of hearing
on oath the witnesses in the matter of
Electrical Superintendent Hutchison. All
the aldermen were present. The large
audience included all ages and classes of
citizens.

Tae CHAIRMAN announced that the order
of business would be first to take all the
evidence, without any speeches—the alder-

men, however, having the right to ask ques-
tions through the chair. After the ad-
dresses of the oounsel—Mr. Belyea for the

& | Superintendett, and Mr. Mason for the

Corporation—he proposed to adjourn the
proceedings until Monday evening, when
the report could come up at the regular
meeting of the council.

By request of the City Solicitor Ald.
Bragg sat beside him as prompter—Mr,
Belyea and hie client making with them a
quartette at a table balow the Mayeor's
chair.

THE ENGINEER.

Thomas Carson, engineer at the electric
light works, was first called, and being duly
sworn by the Chairman was examined by
Mr. Mason. He said he had been four
years in the corporation employ and had
had seven or eight years’ experience. - Mr.
Hutochison is chief engineer.

Mr. Mason—How long has he been chief
engineer ?

Witness —From the date of his appoint-
ment. (Laughter ) The witnees identified
his report respecting the attendance of Mr.
Hutchison at the station during the three
weeks covered by the report, which he had
made by direction of the electric light com.
mittee. He attested the correctness of his
statements line by line; and things went
smoothly until iv was discovered by Mr.
Belyea that there were two reports, not
quite the same. Witness explained that
the additional information in one of them
was kept on pieces of paper. He ocorrected
the report by ohmging ‘‘a.m.” in one of the
headings, to *“p.m.,” and declared that
otherwise it was right.

To Ald. Bragg witness said he remem-
bered the dynamo running the Devonshire
road circuit having been out of repair—he
thought for about a month. Ib onght to
bave taken about a couple of days to repair.
He thought it was at the tramway shops
during the time ; he knew no reason why it
was nob immediately repaired. The Ifort
street armature being out of order was taken
from the station to Langley street. Iv was
perhaps four or five days out of the station.
The three monthe previous to October were
abont the same as the period he had re-
ported on, with respect to Mr. Hutchison’s
attendanoce, -

To Ald. Wilson witness said he ‘d not
kpow whether the materials for rephiring
the armatures conld be got in the city.

To Ald. Macmillan witness wae rob pre-
pared to state whether or not he conld wind
an armature —if it was put before him prob.
ably he could. (Laughter.) He might do
ib if the proper facilities were there. The
commutator was short-circuited.

Ald. Macmillan—** If you asked an appli-
cant for the position of running your engine,
whether he knew how to do it, and he said
hobgueued he could, would you give him the
job 7 .

Witness— (emphatically)—¢ No ; F'would
not.” (Laughter).

Mr. Belyear then cross-examined the wit-
ness : * Tell us what you known about elec-
tricity 2 .

Witness—** I would like something more
definite ; that covers a great deal.”

deal ?”
Witness—** Well, I know a little.”
Mr. Belyea—* How little, then?” :

Witness—*¢ Well, considerable:” He had
been in charge a considerable time and had
been three years on Langley street. He did
not there wind armavures, but repaired
ordinary breakages, connections, solderin
and the like. There is no place at the oity
lighting station for repairing dynamos or no
seb of tools, and a complete job canmot be
done without sending the part 'to' the
machine shop. On the 7th of October when
the Fort street armature broke the superin.
tendent was absent as far as witness'saw,
but he could come into and go out of his
office without being seen by witness.
He had never learned who was in charge
when Mr. Hu'chison was not there. His
own hours were only when the lights are
burning, and about an hour before and after,
Mr. Hutchison appeared ‘to be required
only once during the month when he was
oot there, and that was on the 7th, when
the acoident ocourred ; he ocould not, how-
ever, have repaired the| armature the same
nighv, and the work was dome mnext day,
witness did not know by whom. When he
made the statement in his report that he
lefv & note asking for oil, in the superin-
tendent’s office on the 28:h, and it was still
there on the 28th, he knew that the inter-
vening day was Sunday. He had met Mr.
Hutchison on the street on Satorday at 4
p.m. and told him about leaving the note at
4 a.m,, saying ab the same- time that he had
enough oil to do until Monday. A barrel
‘came on Monday, but it was from San Fran.
oirco. There was another order wait-
ing at Mr. Hutchison’s door from
‘the foreman of the lamp trimmers.

. Mr. Belyea—** You were at the Langley
street station. You left there rather un-
ceremoniously, did you not?* .
itness—*‘ Not quite so.” g

Mr. Belyea—* Have you had any diffi.
culty with Mr. Hutohison at the electric
light station ? » .

:‘Vlmﬁc:ln—" No.” )

r. yoea—*'‘ Were you not suspended
for flooding the boilers !”y pe
Witness—*¢ Not for flooding the boilers,
but for being the canse, as was said, of , the
boilers being flooded—an entirely incorrect
statement.” e
- o Ald. Maomillan, witness said thas
when he made the report about the. order
for the oil -being nnder Mr. Hutohison'’s door
from the 26th to the 28th,-he did not mean
o mislead, but must have overlooked men.
tioning the fact that he met tha supegin-

tendent on the atreet on the 265h.

‘To Ald. Wilson witness declared $hat

pairing a hole in the wharf near the embsrk. | £

Prinoigal of High sehool,

ment ;. and had henot d

one.so onm the order

Mr. Belyea—‘‘ Then you know a great |40 €0

8 | gueas we’ll pass you.

staties RO of ceal.to sy

of Ald, Wilson t*e coal would have stid into
the water. -

' ’ THE POLIOEMEN,
Constable: William Clayards was next
called and sworn, stating to Mr. Mason that
he had been eight months on the force. In
obedience to orders he commenced on Ooto-
ber 15 to keep & watch on Mr. Hatohison, in
conjanction with Constable Anderson, wio
wrote the joint reports they had both sign-
ed. Each report was written out on the
evening of the day mentioned, and is true in
evory particalar. o

To Mr. Belyea witness said he got his in-
structions from Aoting Chief Walker, and
talked to no one else about his reports be-
fore he made that of the 26sh Ootober.

Mr. Belyea—*‘That is the day, you know,
your imagination got away with you.”
(Lsughter. )

Witness—** That's in your opinion, sir.”
(Renewed laughter.)

Mr. Belyea—** About your report, where
you say you had snspicion that certain wire
belonged to Cunningham & Hinton, what
caused you to think that ?”

Witness replied that it was when he saw
the wire being put into a private ware-
house ; he thought that would be strange if
it were city property. He thought he was
justified in mentioning his suspicions be-
cause the report was a strictly confidential
one vo his chief. He mentioned Cunning-
ham & Hinton’s name becanse he saw Mr.
Hutchison coming ouv of their office so often.
If he had been employed longsr on the case
he would have made it his.business to find
out who owned the wire,

Mr. Belyea—** Why did you depart in
this single instance from the plain state-
ment of what you saw him do ?”

Witness—** I can’t answer the question.”

Ald. Maomillan—** You were not sent to
watch Cunningham & Hinton. Do you
think you had the right to oast suspicion on
respectable business men when not sent to
watch them ?”

Witness—** Yes, while on this case.”

Ald. Macmillan— ¢ On any citizen ?"

Witness—** Not ab all, sir.”

Ald. Macmillan—** Your right was con-
fined to Cunningham & Hinton only ?’

Witness—* Yes.” (Laughter.)

Constable William Alexander Anderson,
for three months in the city’s employ, cor-
roborated officer Clayardes’ evidence with
respect bo the method of making up the re-
Eoru. He didn’t hide on the Gorge road,

e said, bub *‘ just got behind the bush.”
(Langhter ) To Ald. Macmillan witness
said that he did not remember writing in
62e report that one night he was tired when
he quit watching Hutohlson, having lost
bim in the darknes, ‘“but if you find it
there it’s all true.” (Laughter and ap-
plause.) He couldn’s say whether Hutchi.
son also might not ba expected to be tired.
*‘ I was watohing him, you know, for about
three and ¢ half hours before he got up.”
(Laughter.) He could not say whether or
not Hutchison was properly employed when
he saw him—obthat was not in his orders
(laughter), which oimply were to keep
the time when he saw him. This he
did very carefully, for he had s good
watch. He had never done any work of
this kind before. (Laughter.) This wit-
ness revired amidst great applanse from the
public, because of the manner in which he
turned off any question going beyond his
¢‘ orders.”

THE DYNAMO TENDER.

Jobn Roberts, dynamo tender at the city
electrio light worke, and in the employ of
the city siace 1886, said he tock his orders
from Mr. Hubchison ; the attendance of the
latter was, he believed, as stated in the re-
port made hy engineer Carson. Mr. Hutch-
ison’s office is above the storeroom, and the
dynawo room being nearly always open that
would be the way he wou'd natarally come
in. He did not know of any instance, dur-
ing October or any other month, when the
superintendent Apgznred. to be required but
was not there. The former superintendent,
Mr. MoMicking, used to repair the arma-
tures at the old works on Yates street,
where the tools and applianoces still are. He
thought that Mr. MoMicking would have in
one day repaired the Devonshire road car-
cuit armature, which Mr. Hutchison al-
lowed to lie on the floor for five or six weeks.
The Fort street circnit commutator might
have been repaired in the Langley street
station on Mr. Hutchison’s lathe, but it was
sent to Spratt & Gray’'s. Oa cross-examin-
ation, he would xob say positively that it
could be done on Langley strest. Witness
felt quite competent to do all the needed
repairs himself if he had i structions to

Uonstable Thomas Kavanaugh, two years
8 oity police officer, said he had been ap-
pointed by the Chief to make a report on
Mr. Hutohison, and did so, on the 25:h of
Ooctober ; this report he identified. He was
on watch for two days, but never saw the
man. (Laughoer.)

Mr. Belyea—You had a soft snap ; I
(Applause.)

THE LAMP TRIMMERS,

Avdrew Gibson, foreman lamp trimmer
and repairer, having been busy with his own
business had not locked after the superin-
tendent. (Laughver.) He simply did his
own work, and paid no wttedtion to the
council or the superintendent either.
(Laughter.)

To Mr. Belyea witness said Mr. Hutohi-
son rode round with him three or four times
and told him to take oharge of the lamps.
He had not told Ald, Bragg that he had
never seen the superintendent when at work
—that was not what the Alderman asked
him. He was asked whether he had seen
the superintendent working at his end of
the line~ which is out in the outskirts and
in the cow pastures. (Laughter ) He had
nob said, as stated in Ald Bragg's report,
thab he had never seen Mr. Hatchison while
on duby, either ab the station or on the line.

He could not say such a thing, for it wounld
not be true.

Questioned by Ald. Bragg, the witness
had some hesitation in stating what the
lamp-trimmers do firsp thing in the morn-
ing, but the first duty he required them to
do was to turn up at the station about eight
o’clock. He didn’s give them any particular
instructions ; he just told them to get a
sack of carbons and get out. (Laughter.)
He kept no check of the carbons, because
the men could not eat dhem—(laughter) —or
make away with them in any way but put-
ting them in the lam

Al —¢ Dks:;t you try to evade

b questioned you on this

Witnese—¢ You're right there. I didn’t
want to be mixed up in the council businese,
I did want to get away from you.” (Great
laughter,)
To Ald. Wilson ‘witness said they had
never.run oub of carbune when in the old
station ; but in the new they had once or
twice to make shifts by using a different size
of carbon. He remembered ‘the ht the

le was afire on Store streed ;. be did not
now that they were hunting all round to

mmdmb_ and could not—* T
an fonnd me, and I fized jp,”

number taken out, but he knew of nothing
that could be done with fhem except pub
them in the lamps. The superintendent
had told him in & general way whe e his
oircuit would be. . He had a few times, per-
haps two or three, perhaps more, met the
saperintendent on his cireuit, but that is
largely on the outekirts of the oity. He
had on ome occasion got instructions from
the superintendent. :

To Mr. Belyea witness said he copld not
bave mad= to any person such s statement
a8 that he had never seen nb‘lnperlnbendenﬁ
on duty ab any time.. His ¥ boss” is Mr.
Gibson ; he has nothing directly to do with
the superintendent.

Walter John Wriglesworth, lamp-trimmer
for about fifteen months, had several times
—eight, ten or & dozen—seen the superin.
tendent on his circuit, since last J uly ; and
used to meet him nearly every day at the
station about two o’clock.

Fred. Widdowson, lamp-trimmer since
the first of July, had often—every other
day, probably—met the superintendent at
the station between four and five o’clock in
the afternoon and Mr. Hutchison had also
been out with him on duty three times.

Abeleven o’clock the commitbeeadjourned,
to meet again ab 8 p. m. 02 Tuesday night.

THE CITY.

THE required permission for opening the
Kaslo & Slocan railway for passenger and
freight traffic was given yesterday by the
government and Mr. D. J. Munn, president
of the road, telegraphed the news to Kaslo.

THE agricultural possibilities of the Bella
Coola valley are well illustrated by a collec-
tion of vegetables now on exhibition in the
window of D. H. Ross & Co.’s Government
street atore. The vegetables are from the
New Norway settlement, and were brought
to the Capital by Mr. P. J. Leech, C E.

MR. Fred Holland, sergeant-major in the
Garrison Artillery, took to himeelf a bride
on Thursday evening in the persou of Miss
Lena Primrose, a Scotoh lassie who for some
time past has been visiting with relations in
the neighborhood of Victoria. The oere-
mony was performed at St. John’s church
by the rector, Rev. Percival Jenns, Masjor
F. B. Gregory supporting the groom and
Miss Coker acting as bridesmaid.

AN excellent entertainment was provided

t the benefit concert and dance tendered
Mrs. A, Blake, who was recently bereft of
her husband and left with six little ones in
destitute circumstances. The attendance in
A.0.U.W. hall 1ast-evening was large and
the programme which was presented under
the management of Mrs, Lang was greatly
appreciated. Ib was varied and always
** catchy ” and never once failed to please.

First mate Christiansop, of the bark
Weitzeman, was arrested late on Thuraday
night by provincial constable Wallis on a
oharge of assaulting the second mate. Tke
vessel was lying at Eequimalt.ready to sail
early in the  morning, so that to avoid de-
lay Mr. E. Baynes Reed, stipendiary magis-
trate, consented to try the case at 10 o’clock
at night. The defendant was found guilty
and fined $10 and costs. The vessel sailed
early yesterday morning for San Jose.

THE Sir William Wallace society met as
usual last night in their hall, Broad street.
Piper Robertson played a fine pipe selec-
tiony the commencement of the evening’s
enbtertainment, after which Chief Russell
called ugon Messrs. Paterson and Brownlee
for songe and the society’s Chaplain, Kev.
Dr. Campbell addressed the meeting on
* The Canadian Gonstituion and Responsi-
ble Government.” . There was a large gath-
ering of ladies and_gentlemen and a good
time was spent. Next Friday evening Mr.
Albert Pineo, B A., will lecture on ¢ Hugh
Miller, the Seotch Geologist.” The secre-
tary last evening announced that Mr. Row-
lands was preparing a good programme for
the concert to be beld on the 29:h.

THE eutumn ocivil service examination
was concluded yesterday abt 2 p.m.; Dr.
Campbell, who presided during the week,
says that the papers were very fair and
tested the, knowledge of the candidates
much better than did those of last year.
He bolde that the oivil service board at
Ottawa should advertise more fully in this
province, which is so far away from the
Capital, particulars regarding the examina-
tion, so that intending candidates would
nob, as is often the case, be debarred from
writing by handing their applications to the
local examiner insvead of sending them to
Ottaws, and other such mistakes. From
bhe excellent arrangement of the papers this
year, and general common sense which they
indicate, he is convinced that the new Beo-
retary will give a good account of himself in
future, and render great satisfaction both to
the presiding examiners and candidates.

TaE public school board held.a special ses-
sion at the Central school yesterday to in-
vestigath charges of excessive punishment
preferred by Solomon N. Philiips against
Mrs. Taylor, of the Spring Ridge teaching
steff, and by W. J. Merrifield against Mr.
Nicholson, one of the teachers at the Boye’
Central. After hearing all the evidenoe ob-
tainable bearing upon the complaints and
the explanations of the two teachers, the
board decided that *¢ the teachers did
not exceed their authority nor administer
punishment that was excessive under the
circamstances” ; the trustees, at the same
time, thought it well to adopt a formal rider
that *‘ the teachers be requested to in future
exercise the utmost discretion in the admia-
istering of corporal punichment.” In the
course of yesterday’s debate both Trustee
Marchant and Trustee Mre. Grant placed
themselves on record as opposed to corporal
puni:hment in the schools,
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PREVOST"S PUNISHMENT.

Four Years in the Provineial Peniten-
tiary the Sentence of the
Ex Registrar:

He Pleads Guilty to all Three Counts
in the Indietment Against
Him

In the court room in which he had so often
8at a8 registrar, James Charles Prevost yes-
terday stood in the dock as a prisoner and
pleaded guilty to the three charges against
him of stealing while in the employ of Her
Majesty certain moneys belonging to Her
Majesty, namely, $3,154 49 on Decembsr
22,1893 ; 81,565 in Ooctober, 1893; and
$827 in January, 1895,

Hon. Mr. Richards, for the Crown,
handed in the indictments, and they were
read, Prevost in each ocase plesding
¢ guilty.”

Mr. Charles Wilson, Q.C., for the pris-

oner, spoke very feelingly though briefly,
asking the Court to deal leniently. While
knowing that the Court, in spite of any
personal feelings, had a painful duty to dis-
charge, he would ask that before passing
sentence His Lordship would consider the
circumstances. He could say that his clientd
did" not ralse the ples of guilty
from any idea that it would
bring him a lighter sentence ; nor it was it
done from any result of a conference be-
tween counsel for the defence and the pro-
secution. It was because of penitence and
regret. The law was not tormed to inflich
punishment in a vengeful spirit but as a de-
citerrent, and this age lived under the prin-
ples of Him who had said to a greater ginner,.
‘Goand sin no more!’ He asked that
while passing such a sentence as would pun-
ish, that the training, the mode of life, the
age of the man and his penitence should re-
ceive some consideration, and he would en-
treat the Court to restore him in as short a
time as possible to his wife and children.

Mr. Justice Crease in passing sentence
said that he had a few words to epeak to
the prisoner, which he hoped would convey
their intendec impression to his mind and
to that of every ome else present, that he
waa doing it as the solemn duty of a judge.
The three indictments set forth that as a
publio servant the prisoner had committed a
grave offence. He had been thoroughly
trusted by his superiors and by thosé abous
himin the Supreme court of whioh he bad
been the registrar, and he had- betrayed
that trust by purloining large sums of money
intrusted to his ocare. The discovery
bad been a painful one, that & man of such
capabilities and gualities should have done
this thing. It was inexpressibly ‘sad to the
courb to have to pronounce sentence, but
duty was paramount. In considering the
sentence about to be pronmounced the allow-
ance had been made for eyery favorable cir-
cumstance. The sentence of the court was :

On the charge of stealing $3,154.49, two
years in the penitentiary ;. on the charge of
stealing $1,568 08,-one year and six months,
to follow the first sentence; and on the
charge of stealing $825, six months, to be
entered upon at the expiration of the second
term,

SHIPS AND SHIPPING.

Mesars. R. P, Rithet & Co., Ltd., in their
review of trade and shipping for Ootober .
says: ““In the early part of the monfh
freights stiffened considerably and the rate
for appreved grain vessele reached 30s. to
Cork for orders. Later on, Lowever, ar-
rivals of part of the overdue fleet, and also
of vessels under engagement, checked spob
business. This naturally caused some de-
cline in the freights, still the market re--
mains fairly steady at near the fignre
quoted. As usual at this period of the year
vhe ligt of lumber charters is moderate, and
export business continues dull, without ap-
perently much immediate prospect of im-
provement. The last sealing schooner hav-
ing returned to port we add this month our
customary supplement giving partioulars of
the Canadlan catch., It will be observed
that the total shows a serions falling off
from last year. This will no aoubt have
due effest on the forthcoming sales in-
London.”
MARINE NOTES,

. Just one week ago yesterdsy the C.P.R.
steamship Empress of Chind, sailed from
Yokohama and with her customary good
passage will arrive here on Tuesday morn-
ing. Her cargo is a very large one compris-
1,900,000 pounds of overland freight, be-
sides 270 tons of silk for New York, and
270 tons of general merchandise for this
city. She brings 30 saloon passengers and
225 Chinesé,

Local pilote who were looking for the
collier Progressist this week have been dis-
appointed. The vessel left San Francisco-
on Saturday last, north bound, and was
obliged to put back through stress of wea-
ther, with some of her forward parts caved
in. She returned to port on the 12th inat.,
aond will, it is understood, be obliged to
make bonsiderable repairs before going
north again, -

Tug Lorne with the ocoal laden bark
Orientsl in tow for San Franoisco, put back
to the Royal Roads for shelter on Thureday
night. She had started down the Straits
with her tow, but found the gale voo strong,
snd was obliged to wait until yesterday.
Upon her return from the Cape the tug will
f{o up to Vancouver for the coal bulk Robert

err, \ : '

The steamship Danube commenced dis-
charging her big salmon cargo ab the outer
wharf yesterday. She will Iand the Lowe
Inlet, Alert Bay and Cunningham cannery-
covsignments, but the balance of the s
which is for transhipment to England, she
will take up to the Fraser river '

After a delay of several days in the Royal
Roads, occasioned by three of her crew
deserting, the bark Weitzemann, lamber
laden for Santa Rosalie, proceeded on her
voyage yesterday morning, She was given
s tow down the Stralts by the tug Con-
stance. g :

The agents of the Canadian-Australian-
line have had to refuse freight offering for

shipment on the steamship Warrimoo dur-

ing the last fow days, owing to there being

o full cargo listed ahead. The steamer will

sail either this evening or to-morrow.

There was not a dollar of insurance om

the steamer Cariboo & Fly when she met

her fate on the,Skeena river a fortnight or-
80 ago, E

The little American steamer Roche Har-

bor arrived in from the island of that name -

lﬁ:::lv:rnl.ng with & big shipment of lime for
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