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took his soundings to get his position.
A little after 11 o’clock we had run 

about 8 miles on a cburse since 10.10 
o'clock. When I go 80 fathoms it in­
dicated I was keeping on my course. 
My third sounding was between 7 and 
8 minutes to 12 o’clock. I estimated I 
had run about 6 miles. It indicated I 
wan still on the S.W. course. I got 
much the same course. I then hauled 
her off to S.S.W. I took no sounding 
from SiS.W. course as the water was 
always deep. Leaving port we seldom 
take soundings. It was bêcause it got 
thick I took the soundings. Otherwise 
there would be no need for it as I 
could see the lights. If the weather 
was fine I would be steering S.W. In 
fine weather I would run inside Cape 
Ballard Bank; the course I was then 
steering would take me on the outer 
side of Cape Ballard Bank thus giving 
me a clear course around the Cape. 
At 4 o’clock I was expecting to be 
over the Ballard Bank. I intended to 
cast a lead at 5 o'clock. I have sailed 
that course ever since I have been in 
the Red Cross Co. I carried out Cap­
tain Clarke’s rules as I sailed with 
him as second. I never missed Cape 
Race going or coming. I always saw

{je ‘Florizel’ Enquiry SAVE
thelie Very Lat

— AT —

S. E. GARLAND’
low. _ Did you give him authority?

Capt Martin—He would do right to 
alter the course if he believed there 
was good reason for it, but the usual 
course is to call me.

Capt. McDermott—Did he tell you 
why she was setting in on the land?

Capt. Martin—Ho did not tell me 
why. He said she was setting in on 
the land and that he had altered the 

I said he did alright In pass-

«vnrps PROCEEDINGS.
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>PtiUn Said: Our ordinary
^ knots. Sometimes we 
* tf Halifax in from 44 to 50 

t 'Co*» trip it took 60 hours. 
,00k the average for winter 

know if any record is 
!•; 1 line’s I was expecting 
^rTto Halifax in 48 
»al,6T WJ going about 10 knots.

we would make 12, more 
^cording to the weather 

time from Cape Spear to 
rS^s often less than 5 hours 
16 ^ eest was 6% hours. I went 

kinds of weather. The 
n was little longer when I haul- 

I was reckoning to 
Jcape Race about 3 o’clock or 

L,,t it The swell heaving in 
*£ was the cause that made me 
* i would be going slower I al- 
Î ot notice from the chief engm- 
We were going slow or not She 

ming full speed ahead till she 
! g j never ordered reduced 
Î.1 any time. I don’t know JX 
engines were doing less than fuïï 
-, ! could hear the engines turn- 
,rer freely. It was the same coaf 
weliad coming down. We just 
n to take what coal we can get 
w times. I economize all I can. 
ggt 12 tons of coal to raise steam 
that ship. I had no orders to re- 
t speed at any time from the own- 

The engineers had no such or-
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course.
ing up and down the shore I have seen 
fishing boats tail In and tall out.

Capt MacDermott—In this case the 
officer altered the course. How long 
was the course changed, and how 
much was It changed ?

Capt Martin—It might have been 
15 minutes. When I looked In the 
binnacle she was on her course again.

Capt MacDermott—From your ob­
servation of the compass she could 
not be off her course more, than 16 
minutes?

Capt Martin—Yes, that was what I 
reckoned.

Capt MacDermott—Was there a 
log book kept in the chart room?

Capt Martin—Yes.
Capt MacDermott—Was this inci­

dent entered in the log book by the 
officer?

Capt. Martin—I don’t know that he 
did that There is a log book there 
in which such events should be en­
tered, which are written up later In 
the regular log book.

Capt MacDermott—It was the duty 
of the officer of the watch to note all 
occurrences?

Capt Martin—Yes.
Capt MacDermitt—Did the officers 

always do so?
Capt. Martin—Yes.
Capt MacDermott—Did you always 

see to this?
Capt Martin—Yes. And I occasion­

ally consulted the log book. I also 
kept a private book of my own for 
noting occurrences besides the official 
log.

Capt. MacDermott—Was the Flori­
zel supplied with an old-fashioned 
hand-log?

Capt Martin—No.
Capt MacDermott—Have you aver 

heard of the old-fashioned log being 
used in ice?

Capt Martin—No. I have not seen 
them used except in sailing vessels.

Capt. MacDermott—Do you think 
they could be successfully used?

Capt Martin—I don’t know. They 
probably could.

To ?dr. Dunfield.—She would go 
through the slob ice more easily than 
other ships. She is built spoon shape 
and should glide over the slob. In 
thick slob she chokes her injector.

To Mr. Warren—I have been to the 
ice in the Florizel.

On reviewing the passenger list, 
Capt. Martin said: I saw James Mil­
ler on the deck. I don’t know what 
time he was lost He was fully dress­
ed and wore a life belt He was in 
good spirits and offered me sympathy 
in the loss of the ship. I also spoke to 

I Capt. Joe Kean, and I assisted him to 
i the bridge after he had * broken his 
leg. I saw "Mr. Munn on the, smoke 
room a little after daylight He had 
his dressing gown on. There was sev­
eral other passengers there. I did not 
see any of them go. Joseph Mullow- 
ney was in the Marconi Room when I 
saw him last; he had no coat or life 
belt on and was. very weak. The 
life belts were in each room. The 
majority of the passengers had life­
belts on. Most of those who were 
saved had life belts on. Those who 
were on the Smoke Room deck about 
20 were swept away with the one sea. 
I was told it since, that the bridge 
went with the same sea. The Smoke 
Room was washed overboard later. 
There was no disorder not to my 
knowledge. The Marconi Room was 
filled when I got there. I don't know 
how long I stayed there. The mate
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and second cook Moore, were In the 
fiddley. Dooley and I went forward. 
How we got there I don’t know, 
saw the lamp trimmer first and then 
the carpenter, 
had Mr. Ledlngham there. He was

if you missed the Cape. I would al- 
I ways get a good departure for Hali­

fax by getting my position - at Cape 
me they Race. I did not take soundings be- 

tween 12 and 4 because I thought the 
ship was well off the land. At i2 

against the j o’clock on the S.W. course she would 
3re till the be 3 or 4 miles off the land. And as 

I she proceeded she was running fur- 
I saw a rock- ther from the land. I did not see Cap- 
fell about 10 tain Kean in the first watch. I was 

[ did not hear j only speaking to him once and that 
.ard the ship. I was at 2 o’clock.. I told Mr. King to 
to the shore 1 keep her S.S.W. as I did hot like to go 

ose would be ! over the Bantams. He remarked there 
it we did not ; was lots of room outside. He remain- 
no doubt we ed on watch till 4 o’clock. I only saw 
>s I don’t strings of slob after 4 o’clock. My- 
mers arrived. ! self and the two lookouts kept a 

Just before sharp look out. I saw the last string 
it come near, of ice about 5 minutes before she 
iree attempts I struck. I looked through the glass 

When day- 1 and could see water on the other side 
' of the string of Ice. The mate looked
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MacDermitt—SheTo Commander 
ns going at a reduced speed. I ex­
ited she would make more than that 
jgor I passed Cape Spear. I did not 
jslttt very much for speed on ac- 
oojotof slob ice. I reckoned she was 
piag more than 8 knots so I only al- 
fettd 8 on account of the slob. I 
w gone down to Cape Race In slob 
ml ,n kinds of weather and at one 
Une in pan ice. I often had slob to 
tke Cape. When the slob is thick it 
jJm np on the bow. The slob on this
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rst dory took the two I The second officer and two look- 
ra Nova and Pros- ' outs were on the bridge. I got the 
ing ship. I think the glasses and asked the man on the cor- 
1 our rescue were ner of the bridge if he saw a light, he 

They deserve the said he was not sure. S-tmên very 
The men performed often see lights that do not erisl. I 

[made an invest'gati'jv. and was sure 
Capt Martin’s ex- that there was no light seen. You could 
Dunfield, and the en- not see any more than a mile at the 
till 3 o’clock (Tucs- time. If a current had been running 

the log would show a speed thaf the
___  ship was not necessarily, making. I
PRrtrFFDINGS. have seen tiderips in a change of cur-

I Company having, the largest
1 her of Policy Holders is 
rfoundland.
very satisfaction giyen |fi 
ling losses. ,
ie: 167 Water Street* 
drain Bldg. P.O.Box 781

Telephone <68. vj

QUEEN INS. CO* t 1
each

7e have also opened a choice se 
lection of New Spring Millinery 

that will surely meet with 
all expectations.

10. B. HALLEY,
Agent.

from the south. There was no spray 
coming on board; she plunged a little.
He engineers take the sea tem­

perature. I don’t know what it is 
done (or. The results are never re­
ported to me.

To Capt MacDermott—To my know­
ledge I was never so far off going up 
or coming down the shore.
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I always 
Bade Cape Race, going and coming— 
either saw the Cape or the light I 
tan give no cause for the accident ex- 
eept some unknown current was run- 
•kg from the south. In fact I felt 
Pleased the way things were going, 
tkpt MacDermott—You said that 

daring the first watch the officer in 
tlarge of the watch altered the

J. McNEIL,
Waterford Bridge Road.

It was (To Commander McDermott —The 
’’clock the third mate saw Bay Bulls light at 
lly and at 9.45 just after passing the Motion.) 
n 29.90 at When I came on deck I could not 
o’clock. I see It as It was then too thick. I 

a short don't think he took any bearing at the 
steering time. I met Capt. Kean about two 

I than us- o’clock. I was talking to him for 
I take In about half an hour. I said “it’s a 
veather I nasty night, Captain;” he said, “it is 
before I hard to see the lights a night like 

up for the this.” I said, my course was fixed for 
was S.W. S. S. W. and I was not looking for any 

vas S.S.W. lights; he said that’s good, I think I’ll 
id to snow turn In. Seafaring men when making 
r I was passages on the steamer, through

me to go around Cape Race. If I 
hadn’t altered my course at 4 o’clock 
I would be going right out of my way. 
I eased her a little by going W. by S. 
I always make my departure from 
Cape Race. The slowest speed the 
Florizel has made when her engines 
were going at full speed was four 
miles in a heavy sea. I know when 
the propeller is racing; I can feel it 
on the bridge. I did not notice her 
racing that night I reckoned on S 
knots till 12 o’clock. From 12 to 4 
I reckoned she was going as low as 
5. From 4 till the time she struck she 
was doing about 10 knots. From Cape 
Spear to where she struck is about 45 
miles. I was at Cape Spear at 8.44. 
She struck at 4.50, about 8 hours 
steaming an average of 5% miles an 
hour. The second mate thought she 
was doing between 6 and 7 knots at 4 
o’clock. I felt confidenteof my calcu­
lations. I have always met the cur­
rent running from the N.E. An un­
known current would be misleading. 
I was never so far off the land as I 
thought I was. I consider it a dan­
gerous coast. There is a horn at Cape 
Race, Bear Cove Head and Cape 
Spear. In foggy weather there is

nothing else to guide a ship. There 
are several dangerous places going 
up. the coast. There should be a horn 
at Bull Head, Ferryland Head and 
also Cape Ballard, and around the 
Head there should be one at Mistaken 
Point. This is a poor coast for whist­
ling buoys as they would be carried 
away by ice. A lighthouse should be 
on Renews Rock. According to where 
the ship struck, I could not have help­
ed. seeing a light if there had been one 
there.

At this point (6 p.m.) the ehquiry 
was adjourned.

(Continued on 8th page.)

During thick or foggy weather I took 
my meals in the chart room on the 
bridge. I do not go to the saloon in 
such weather. Since the war broke 
out I have not gone to bed at sea. I 
was always at hand to receive notices 
from the British and American Gov­
ernments in relation to the running 
of the ship which would be to run 
sometimes with or without lights. 
When bringing over the Nfld. Contin­
gent I did not turn in my berth for 
the'**oyage. I was practically on the 
bridge the whole time on the last trip 
I made.

To Mr. Warren—Last year I passed 
the American and Canadian survey. 
The certificate was kept in the chart 
room.' When I sail is left to my own 
discretion. I used my own discretion 
the night I sailed. Mr. Munn’s pres­
ence did not lgfiuerice me In any way. 
For distress signalling purposes we 
had blue lights and rockets in the 
chart room. We had all appliances 
for signalling. The water got in the 
chart room; I tried several rockets 
but they would not go off. It was not 
possible to get a line from the bridge 
to the Marconi Room. There was no 
lines obtainable as they were washed 
away in the boats. When I altered 
.the course I reckoned I was 10 miles 
off Cape Ballard, that was At 4.30 
o’clock. The second officer said he 
saw the light well aft on the quarter.

To Mr. H. A Winter—I could not 
tell you roughly how many trips I 
made within the past three years to 
Halifax; 1 have made several trips 
under practically similar conditions. 
I have never gone up with so strong 
a S.W. wind. I have come down with 
stronger S.W. winds. Between 10 and 
12 I sounded three times. If the ship 
had been steering nearer the land 
than I expected the distance to Cape 
Race would have been shorter than 
the/course 1 was steering. I altered 
the course at 4 o’clock so as to allow

hto Petty Harbor Bay. Has an offl- 
® In charge the right to alter the 
cotree except in emergency?

&Pt Martin—No. I told him to 
toot the whistle if he wanted me.

Capt MacDermott—In this case he 
altered the course while von were he-

w Landing
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common sense prevention had been 
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Griddle cakes may be made of mid­
dlings.

The kitchen should be regarded as 
a lavatory.

Every piece of clothing mended is 
a piece saved.

Eggs or beans can often be used in­
stead of meat.

Keep an old door mat at the foot of 
the cellar stairs.

No food can ever take the place of 
milk for children.

Wood should be used for fuel 
wherever obtainable.

better for the

land. It was shut out When Motion 
Head was abeam we could sei the 
land, that was about 9 o’clock.

To Capt MacDermott—After 2 o'­
clock I could see about a mile to a 
mile and a half- The same light con­
ditions prevailed np till the time she 
hit

The first sounding was at 10.10 
when it got real thick. I was then 
about 8 miles off. We got 80 fathoms 
and a sandy bottom. The soundings 
are all less water Inward. The sound­
ings are 72; 59; 41; and less as you 
approach the shore.

Capt MacDermott—It must be per­
fectly clear that he (Capt Martin)

mnE
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