(Experimental Farmg Note) .

.. This year when. above all
others in the history of the Em-
pire, good crops are desperatel
needed, our farmers should take
every reasonable precaution to
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excessive water from the soil
is of first importance.
nage is the ideal
way in which to remove water
and to deepen the area in which
plant roots can gather food, but
it is too slow and expensive for
most farmers to' undertake on
an extensive scale and in some
locationg and on some soils it
will not remove the surface
water quickly enough for best
results. At any rate, but little
underdrainage could be accomp-
lished now before cropping. ..

It may be stated as a general
rule that, in the Maritime Pro-
vinces at least, there should be
such surface drainage provided
as will remove water from melt-
ing ice and snow and from|
rains without leaving
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Except under unusual circum-
stances, thig drainage is not ex-
pensive, On flat ground or
where there is no underdrain-
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age on slopeg and the subsoil is
full of springs, the plan f
ed is to plough in narrow
or not more than 33 feet, make
the dead or open furrows deep
and clear them
grader or shovel. Then a good
outlet must he given at the ends
of the dead furrows or they may
be tapped with a cross furrow
where the line of natural drain-
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‘ne;g more difficult to work eco-
nomically as they necessitate
cultivation in one direction only | -
and are a nuisance in working

machinery, but if they will en-
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