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(To the Editor.)

gir,—In your issue of Saturday you
made reference to the fact that some
of our local business firms have re-
cently bought 4,300 sacks of P. E. L

off the market. There is no redeeming
feature in the matter. It is a glaring,
barefaced outrage on all sides, and
will lead to the farmers organizing to
protect themselves in future by boy-
potatoes at a cost of $1.00 per bar-jcotting the miserable, unpatriotic
] more than good local potatoes‘g,@ntl‘y who attempt to introduce such
could be purchased for, and this in unfair competition. I say unfalr,
gpite of the fact that one of the best because if judged from the standpoint
crops grown for many years are avail- Of quality, generally speaking, the
able in the outports at reasonable, ‘local is far superior to the imported

prices. motato Very true, our agricultural
Now, sir, this is one of the most €xperts introduced a couple of Can-
miserable transactions which our adian varieties of soft and inferior

commission merchants have been res- flavour a few yearg ago, which were
ponslble for for many years and cledr_.dlscarded by our farmers after dis-
ly demonstrates the glaring fact that covering their nature,and it is only be-
tnose business men, who owe their ex- ‘cause of the weaknes§ of our people
istence as such to the poor of this in being prejudiced against anything
country are ready to starve, yes, Rroduced in their own country, that
sacrifice the toiler in any occupation enables those importers to fleece them
when it serves their own selfish An- $1.50 per barrel more for the Can-!

|you assist the' pobr pl‘ fathe:

; ed as saying:

boy is out in the trenches *ﬂghﬁng that

that you may continue to m‘e‘m com-
fort and luxury? t'an ‘you expect: the
man who tilis’ the soil in’ this coun-

itry o pureha.se your ‘goods, when you
| ersistently refuse to buy his ‘pota-

toes at )200 per brl ‘while you pay
$3.00 per brl. for stock grown in P.E. T
and sell the same on the strength of
local ‘unpatriotic _ prejudiceness
$4.00 per bri? Is this you idea of
keeping the home fires burhlng’
Would the Germans, whom we
strongly condemn, treat their country-
men in this way?
would have him. beaten long ago.

We find in Saturday week’s Trade
Review an article on the Potato Ques-
tion, which shows conclusively the in-
difference and ignorance ‘displayed
toward this important branch of our
industry by the man in the City whose
business it is to deal in this com-
modity.” One of those dealers is quot-
“You will never be able
to do any considerable trdade in home-

'grown potatoes unless there is uni-

formity of size. People will continue

to prefer to buy the P. E. 1. potato as

for

S0

If he did, we

man would have us believe. 1 ha.ve
handled over a thousand barrels of
local pot;atoos annually ‘for ﬁ:namber

to utter as much complaint.  -over

have heard from dealers in the P. E. 1.
potato. This year in particular, it will
be difficult to secure sufficiént under-
sized ‘tubers for seed purposes.

If ‘we speak to the average house-
holder in 'St. John’s' he will not bear
out Mr. Dealer in his misrepresenta-
tions of the local potato, but simply
because of that thoughtleds - inclina-
tion to patronize and cater to any-
thing that does not beéar the trade
mark of home, coupled with the fact
that the dealer can often realize big-
ger profits by importing his winter
stock and then extensively advertis-
ing same in the Press as -a superior
article, and the people of the City
are misled into\paying a 50 per cent.
higher price for the same reason Mrs.
Vokey paid the peddler $4.00 for a 30c.
brooch.

of yeurs ‘and - 1 ‘have néver had”’ ca,nbe :

the sie of the stoek offered, as T e

hand to-day

Inthe mem, 23110116
Dear Miss Snow: N £

Your letter of Sept 25th. came to
'T am sorry that T can
not give you some definite intormn
tion regardmg Yyour brother.
ally we were in the same platoon, No.
10, and while in training at Stobbs’
we occupied the same tent. I do. not

know just how it was, but Fred always |,

seemed to take me into his confi-

dence, and after we went on active |

service were very much together. '
always admired his fearless manner

and considered myself lucky to have”

him on patrol with me, He remained

cool under all circumstances and I do

not believe he knew what fear was.
When he came to France, after re-
covering from wounds received on the
Peninsula, he was in my section for

oot rerests to do so. ladian than for the Newfoundland|iong as conditions are as they are,| 1f sufficient encouragement was|@2 time, but owing to lack of N.C.0’s
e The names of some of those crea- Potatoes. I ask the importers of those and while our local potafo growersy £iven to the farmers of this country he was transferred to NO: 9 plztc;on
- 4 tures who are the prime movers in Dotatoes, is it fair or just for you to}continue to mix their potatoes as they | they would grow abun_dance of firgt | and eve.n then whenever nine enl en
Pt this latest shameful business are well exercise your power as a factor inf{do. They should be all as near as | Class potatoes to supply our require- | Were billeted togéther he ‘always
E gnown and every farmer along the the business of this country, to as- possible of one size and absolutely [ ments, and if the Government had the | came with \}S- I remember quite wel.l
i»;' south shore of Conception Bay will sist the well-td*do P. E. 1. farmer tofof ong quality in the sacks and barrels | slightest intention of promoting this | the ;ast night we sl?ent to-gebher‘,
ee know who their enemies are. They get richer, while your poor over-]|pefore we ean hope to run in com- | class of industry a prohibitive tarift | We had a nice room in what was &
*q, may be some justification in boycott- taxed countryman are denied a mar-|petition with imported potatoes. When | Would be placed on all foreign grown | convent before the war, and as we

ket for his potato crop onsaccount of
your action? Do you think it patriotic
or even manly, on your part to dis-
criminate in this way against the pro-
ducts of your own country? Can you
honestly say that one barrel of im-

ing the local farmer if any advantage
could possibly accrue to the poor
consumer in the City, but the oppous-
ite is true. These fellows will stock
in five or six thousand barrels of the
foreign stuff and sel] at exhorbitant

people are buying P. E. 1. potatoes
they know exactly what they are get-
ing. They are sure of the size as
well as quality, whereas they are al-
ways in the dark in the purchase of

potatoes this year, and the price of
local potatoes regulated not to exceed,
say, $2.75 per barrel, and in thig way
both the producer and the consumer
would be protected, and the money
which goes to P. E. I/ could be distri-

were going over the top in a few
hours from then naturally enough
part of the night was spent in talking
about’' what we were going to do.
There were eight or nine of us in the
room and as we realized full well thé

Origin-

the Newfoundland product—this js
the reason why P. E. I. potatoes to-
day are $3.80 and ours $2.20.” Now the"

The greatest Rubber Boot ever man-

i

task set us was by no means an easy
one and oyr chances of coming out
of it none too great, I remember say-
ing I never expected to get in their

ported potatoes are worth two of the
Newfoundland raised? Is this the way

buted at home. The Canadian author-
ities would not allow a barrel of
Newfoundland potatoes to enter any
Canadian port to-day, as . they fear

figures to the people, while the severe
winter weather keeps the local potato

ufactured.
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