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DESPATCH

F rom the Secrctary of State for the Colonies, on the subject of Responsible Government.

(Corv.)

Downing Street, 21st February, 1854.

S 1R.,-

I have to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 41, of the 28tlh June last, transmitting ant

Address from the flouse of Assemblv, announcing the appointment hy that body of three of its
members to represent to Her Majestv's Government the state of the Colony of Newfonndlantd, and
operation of its present system of Governiment, and on the establishment of reciprocal Free Trade
with the United States of America.

2. 3ot during and since the visit of the gentlemen in question to England, I have given ta
lthe first of these subjects my fullest consideration ; and have not failed to give due weit to the

circumstance Ihat the saine expressions of opinions and wishes have proceeded front successive
bodies of representatives, elected by the people 'with full knowledge that this important question
was at issue.

3. Ilet Majesty's Government have come to the conclusion that tliey ought not to withhold

from Newfoundland those institutions, and that system of Civil Administration which, under the

popular name of Responsible Govern ment, have uow been adopted in ail lier Majesty's nieiglhourintg

possessions in North Amierica.

4. They are prepared to concede the iînmediate application of this system, as soon as certain

nîecessary preliminary conditions have been acceded to on the part of the Legislature.

5. The first of these is the sanie which lias been agreed to and put in practice wihen the recent
change of the sane description took -place in 1\ova Scotia and it Prince Edward Islanai ; namely,
the indemnification of present holders of those offices which by the change in question wili be
retdered liable to be vacated at the will of the majority of the Legislature. The provision in
question siould be made either in the form of Pension, or of a round suni by ivay of indennity.
But as to the iumber of officers who must be regarded as thus liable to removai and entitled to
protection, and the amount and character of the compensation so to be given, I nust rely on your
judgm'tnent, with the advice of your Council, and of those whoin you may think lit to consult with on
tiis occasion: and you are authorized to subrnit any question, which cannot be thus arranged, to
rnyself for final decision.

6. 'lhe following are the renaining conditions which I consider indispensable, and which have
been suggested to nie by the consideration of circumstances peculiar to Newfoundland.


