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emocracy in Action
|.‘9w Franch /XCanhaU f.lléolf|

EDITOR'S NOTE!: Western farmer» are inteneely mlereetrd in Direct I egiaUlmn a* a method of purifying 
our public lile. Many ol our reader» have asked how it would work out il in force in the western 
province» We are glad to publish this article showing how the people of the City of loa Angeles.

lion. The Initiative. Referendum andCalifornia, have cleaned up their city through Direct Irgialalion
Recall would work fully as well in the provinces, and would cause all the representatives of thehe pro'
to do their duty as they should, and not be turned aside by corporation or other interest», 
commend lhis article to our reachts
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a Ihr rnrrrsar hmrnls of
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topr. In pursuantr r4 
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f T wn* formed » C hartrr
< N « holder» t»ho*r duty
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inefficiency, by way of thr Initiative^
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Although . thr reformer* urg'd thrir 
mrasurr upon thrir associate*, with all 
thr prpstiasivr power at thrir fommind, 
tbry talkrd to draf rars and they appeal'd 
to unrrsponsivr hearts To *omr of

ildslwrr and
le ws/srd

thrir isMrMle*. Me««r*
Il V *** * epprerrd as harmle»» Tr^k* a ad 
Wrfr treated as SO* h To 'isthrrs lh* t 
apprarrsl as dangrtmis anar* histe «landing 

for tr » «lutioiiary innovai****, 
and n*rr .|en..un«*d as swell Thrir 
\m* ri*»ni«m «■« «nrieswaly one-siioo».! 
Old I he if patriotism impugn* .1 In Ihr 
rnd thr r*a<|ionanr» had thrir nay. and 
Ihr 9»rw rii% « hartrr we* dwly awhmitlrd. 
sane Initiative. sens Referendum. sens 
Hrrall. sens every frwtwrr that would 
•41rp Ihr Iras! pct««il4e h**pr *4 rsrapr *4 
Ihr proplr fr«*m thr rorporatr maslrpe
*4 llwr city. #

Thr nrw «hartrr was hailrd Iry thr
ivMwcilativn «4 rvalid iatirnta as a
safe, saur and satisfactory document, 
and with all I hr ptiwrr at thrir fommawd 
thr |rru|r wro urgs-d to ratify thr work 
•4 Ihr f hartrr I ommission at thr p*4l«

Thr nrw oiwntwaa listened with wn» 
attrntioh Iss thr «oser «4 thr refer oser a 
it eae urged wp**n thrir allewlNm that a 
• hartrr along thr linrs «4 Ihr defeated 
e»wr wsolid hr "|flf»'l 1*1*if lost." and s»», 
after dwr .»*lilw ration, a e hartrr wee 
rtnltrd containing errtieiwa prostding 
f«w Ihr Imtiatiir. Referendum and Rr* all 
It wee prosidrsl that ti ewkwellling 
Ihr nrw rharlrr for ad*cpti*sn. it sh«»wld 1er 
Vofrd upon hy essrtieswa.awd md as a wh*4r. 
and herein lay Ihr hope «4 Ihr r* art ion- 
am» Thry rralirrd that to ignrr Ihr 
Hrformrrs would Iw fatal to thr * hartrr. 
but thry hoprd to *nwrrwlratr all thrir 
forrrs against Ihr. to Ihrm, rd»|r* tionaldr 
arrtions and rlrfrat Ihrrn at Ihr |w4le 

Hut alas and alark. “thr heel lead plena 
«4 nér and mrn gang aft agfrr,** end — 
it |»ro« rd in I hi» iiylawrr Thr hat tlr 
nee short, sharp and drrieirr. and nhrn

Thr reformers were not idle, with unrrring 
amirtry the> ptrinlrd not thr rra*tionary 
features* of the new * hartrr. and thry 
rnlistrd thr a# live opp*csition *4 thr 
S***ialista. thr tradr unionists and all the 
more progressive elements *4 Ihr *ity,. 
With the.result that the nrw rharlrr was 
overwhelmingly defeated.

|t is safe to say that th«r result *4 the 
first charter election was the rudest shock 
ever received by the safe and sane reaction

T
ira in the western metropolis, but it 
nbt destined to he the last #..d« shork 
drlixrred to thrir sensitive tools try » 
now thoroughly aroused and clamorous 
publie conscience

•‘Ivore'a l-ubor Idst"
In due course *4 time another «barter 

•r.mmission was chosen and this too was 
a« certainly reactionary as its predecessor, 
but its mem tiers gained wisdom from thr 
fair <4 the work <4 the »4d rommieeon.

TW first war «4 thr IsHMIlrr was whre 
it wae invoked hy> the anti anlwwn league 
in en rfi.ut Is» dan the swlonwa a| thr rily
in INI Th» »«4e r»staffed tn the • I* fret 
«4 Ihr anti salim people 11% In I

TW rewfle a Vaéew
It wee again ward in Ihr general «far 

turns *4 inns, whre four ••mfluting pr«» 
|w,eitume Wet» submitted In the prnwlr 
t.« • It fir rent mtrrrsta it limit Ihr rrrrtissW 
•4 daughter hosssrw within thr rfiy 
limit» The proplr with w un digful an#- 
•city, aided epssw these fsswrpropssaillwwa. 
carried the md desirahle one by a large 
mai on I* and defeated the other three

The Inilietiie was égala Invoked upon 
two propsMitiowa in the general rhrpntM 
«4 I non Thr rily desired ■ i*mI4k
utilities rommiasHHi. whkh should pre
side over the destinées «4 all pwhlk and 
*|waei public utility rsirpnrete interests in 
the ni> Naturally tW rarpemle In*
I create «4 the ritv sought to leave their 
imprint upon the law creating this power
ful nonmieeion Through their influence 
the rily council eut.milled an ordinance 
< renting a root mission of verv limited 
powers and circumscribed duties This 
ordinance met with the Mayor's veto 
and the council threatened to pass the 
measure over the Mayor's veto. Knrlh- 
With the |u-opic trad drawn a satisfactory 
law which was submitted aud carried by 
a popular vote of almost f to I.

Not aw fortunate was the law lailialcd 
against all forms «4 public gam Ming 
and voted up**n at the general cirri ion «4 
twin This way pnmaril» dim ted •- 
gainst dice shaping at pu Mo cigar awe 
refresh me nr^efands and was sought to I» 
passed in (hr cilv council but the garni» 
ling in Encore in the city eserrierd enough 
,uditi«el influence to defeat its passage 
there Thereupon tW friend# «4 the 
swtinr* rarried the matter to the pc4U 

■r* 1 the lieat
the churc h

it was over the reformers emerged from 
the t onflu t virtoricHis at every point 
Instead *4 defeating the ae*ti«»ns «4 the 
new charter providing for the ” un- 
American” anarchistic inno/alion of 
the Initiative, |{*4erendum and Re*all 
a* the reactionaries had sc» fondly hoie-d. 
they were astounded to discover that these 
actions had carried by far the heaviest 
majorities #4 any section» *4 the new 
fundamental law *4 the city In fact 
the reformers themselves were suprised 
at the result, which was more decisive 
than even the l»TBvest <4 them dared hop#, 
the popular vote stood E to I end 4 to I 
in favor uf the fundamental democratic 
innovations The elections by which 
these provisions for fundamental demo* :t- 
rary be#ame a part »4 the organic law *4 
the city was held in I** I» •• ••
order to see what use tV people have made 
irf their newly f**rged wçapon» <4 »/ffenae 
and defense.

It wae generally urge*| by all 
influence» <4 the city, including II 
federation, varicnit civic Iwdiee aad the 
press The adopticm .4 the law appeared 
a foreg**ne «mcluwoe until the vote was 
<ouated when It was found that it had 
been defeated by more tkaa fi.fififi mafori 
|y llcre was preaeeted the peeuliar 
peredol *4 ee unusually intelligent 
and conscience guided community voting 
by an overwhelming majority to legalise

CMie gambling Rut the explanation 
this eeeming*pura*b»* was very simple 

and it was a salutary lesson for the friends
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hilntia* ,tr pt»r>ac ■* tncu»f
*»mr, • It I. .nppoart tknt a Im*» 
tnimlrrr .A yotn,. o-rlKiar Ike, the Seat 
|nrrprrti,i*n war "fm IN rnrtiaeerr
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