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PUBLIC ABBATOIR IS ASSURED

One of the most significant and important
series of articles that has been published in the
newspapers of Western Canada, is that pub-
lished in the Winnipeg Telegram every day for
the past week, under the title “The Middlemen
in the Meat Trade.” These articles are the
explanation of the methods by which the meat
trade has been brought under the control of
three or four concerns in the West. They
show how competition has been completely
climinated and monopoly reigns  supreme
These articles in the Telegram deal with the
beef from the time it is born Gll it is shipped
from the mange to the market.: then as it
passes through the abhatoir, and hence on to
the consumer, with prices going higher all
the time :

The mo=t significant statement in the article
is the following:

“I there existed a public market and a public
abbatoir where cattiemen could sell their stock in
an open market, and where the butcher could buy
what he wanted when he wanted i, and get ot
slaughtered by an abbatoir operator for the pro.
ducer and the consumer, it would produce the same
result as il the retail butcher were enabled o Jo
hi« own slaughtering
This is a very plain, truthful statement, but

when it is published with great prominence in
the official urgan of the Provincial Government
of Manitoba, it assumes a new significance.
We may assume henceforth that the Govern-
ment of Manitoba is favorable to the establish-
ment of a public abbatoir and a competitive
market in Winnipeg. The government that
does this will be taking a step in the right
direction and will be doing a vast work in favor
of the producers of the West as well as for
the consumers in the cilies,

The fact that the abbatoirs in Winnipeg
control the cattle market, is well set forth in
The Telegram in the following words:

“Today the C.P. K. stock yards in Uis city which
receive Lhe 170.000 cattle, which are marketell here
every year, are Lhe centre where the buying and
selling of the callle of this country is conducted.
They are operated by the abbatuir interests, simply
because the abbatvirs are the conlrolling pevple
in e trade.” y

“’I'he abbatoir buys the cattle, kills them, exports
the hides, sells the offal and retails the meat trough
twenty-five or thirly of ils own butcher shops in
the city of Winnipeg and other shups of its vwo in
other centres throughout the country. The buleher
who dues not do his own slaughteting, and there
are practically nose who do ia Uns cily, buys bis
meat from the abbatdir, and for what be is deli vering
to you today he paid the abbatoir eight and s half
cents a pound il he pufchased it Uy the enrcass.
I he bought it in culs or quarters, be puid more.”
This is a comprehensive view and should

be considered very carcfully by all men inter;
gsted in the progress of the west. The ways
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of the shhatoir men are many and varied.

They contrive to make big profits out of the
cattle business, while they pay no more to
producers, but charge higher prices to the con-
sumer. We quote further from the Telegram
articles

Here s one instance of how the abbatobs are
in & position te off et any price which they may be
compelied to pay 1o the shipper or producer Teo
yours age when the butchers of this ity were buying
their beef from the abbetoirs they reruived with
every enrcaes & set of alfal.  Offal in the meat trade,
comprives the heart. liver and tongue of the animal
Every butcher that bought & cnrenss went and
piched ont his own set of offsl and he rechoned on
reveiving 01,00 for this » hen he retailed 0"

“When the price of live stuch moved a lttle
upwards the sbbatoirs discontinned this custom
New the retall butcher pays the ablatoir §1.00
for this ment. and the pubdic pays the retatler this
01,00 plus his profin Token by aell it soems &
small considerstion, but conidering the 84,343 enttle
that were comumed locally in the year 1909 it
smply mesns 864383 more to the receipts of the
slintolr people.”

The method by which competition is
eliinated is ensily shown when it is con-
sidered that there are few interests concerned,
and the understanding hetween them is such
that they aflord no real competition. Here
is what the Telegrmm says:

“The four or five organisations now in contral
of the situation represent only four or five indepen
devt interests. They are the people whe bay the
eatlle from the farmer. and buying in & market of
thewr own, not regulated by other markdla. they ann
fix prices to it themeelves. They do fix them,
for they inform the deslers from time Lo time »hat
they will pay for enttle shipped to them, and fre.
quently when the eottle arrive in the stockyard Lhe
shipper cnnnot pet this price. 11 is & cone of take
what's offered of take your eatile anay.”

“With only & limited number .j independent
inlerests in Lhe trade. it is the saviest thing in the
world for umlerdlanding and Srransements (o
amsume form, quietly and sutomatically, witheut
the members of thewe interels ever coming loget her
on the subject at all. Some of the very best stock
districts in this country never have more than one
buyer. and that single buver is always the repre-
sentative of the same people. Mot sy live stock
shipper can tell you envugh facts with repet o
this to show the abwence of res] competition.”

In pointing out the mke-off which the
middleman gets, the articles state as follows:

“It is the spread of price between what the
man on the farm receives and »hat the hougeholder
in the city pays, that tells the story. Give the
middlemen every reasomable benefit of the doubt.
and the best your can Agure oul, is thal he is getting
a profit equal to the combined profits of every other
parly in the trade, a gross profit of nearly §1,000,000
& year, on osttle for local consumption slune
This is minimizing the resl condition, because he
is getting more. There can be no dount that this
iniquitous distribution of the profits of the trade
contributes much Lo the high price of mest.™

“Of the four interests thal are considerad in this
article. the work and risk of Lhe producer are out
of all proportion, even when considered in relation
to the smallest of the other three. A farmer makes
his turnover in the cattle ruising business on an
average of once in every Lhree years, somelimes once
in every two years. The butcher who is selling you
your meal, makes the turnuver once in every three
Wwilendays. The abbatoir comesin on s much better
basis and the local dealer’s turnuver averages once
in aboul twe weeks, There is an irregularity in
the case of the desler, for he is nol permanently
stocked like the wholesaler or the retailer.”
These articles paint the general situation

and prescribe a good remedy. Some of the
statements and figures may allow of some
variation but such publicity will do great good
to the cause. When the big daily papers
begin to pry into these matters there is a lot
they can find out. I they are sincere and will
go right to the bottom they can do a vast
amount of good for their readers. But one
thing will commend itsell to all westerners,
and that is the plan of the government to
provide an open market and public abbatoir
whereby the producers and consumers will
not be mulcted of heavy tolls to benefit a few
individuals who at present control the live
stock industry of Western Canada.

** e

NO MORE LAND GRANTS
A deputation of the veterans of the Fenian
Raid of 1860 and 1870, have asked the
government of Canada for a land grant
similar to that given to South African veterans.
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It is to be hoped that the government is alive
now to the fact that this grant business
ought to be stopped. The man to land
in Western Canada herealter be the
man who is going o use it, or otherwise he
should be made to pay for holding it out of
use. In the past land grants have ahout
as easy a thing to get as could be desired. The
government has had considernbile

with the grants made to South African veterans
and the land grants made to them are now
manipulated by speculators. If there is to
be anything done in recognition of the veterans
of the Fenian Raid it should take some other
form than that of & grant of land in Western
Canada. The veterans would not live on
the land if they gt it, and it would very
shortly pass into the hands of speewlators and
he used for a directly opposite purpose than
that for which it was originally intended.

L

EDUCATE THE FARM BOYS AND GIRLS

At the present time every branch of agri-
cultural activity in Western Canada is being
thoroughly overhauled. There is & deter
mination on the part of the farmers of this
country to make conditions right. Wrong
has been seated upon the throne of power in
many cases ever since the plow first turmed
the sod on the Western Prairies. Now the
farmers are dogether in & way that never was
kgown before. They are seeing the great
problems eye to eye and are fighting side by
side. The greatest need and the most im-

wrtant product of the farm is heing neglected.
ll"lw most valuable product in this conantry
or any other country is the children in the
farm homes. If the bhoys and
growing to maturity on the prairie farms in
this great country are properly equiped for
their life work there will be no further oppress-
ion of the farmers. The habit which prevails
far too commonly of pinching the coun
school until “its usefu'ness anc eﬂ"ﬁm‘ytz
:ﬂ’uﬂy restricted, shou'd be curhed. Just as

g as the farmers and their wives are not

mentally equipped ad well as i
equipped for their work, just so long will they
more easily fall vietime to unscrupulons ex-
ploiters.  The farmers in every school section
should deem it their greatest privilege to
contribute to the limit of their means in order
that the country school should perform its
proper function. Every hoy and girl should
attend school regularly until they have secured
all that the country school has to offer. The
country schools are weak today and it is the
fault of the peop'e in the community that they
are in this condition. Where possible and
practical, rural schools should consolidate and

thus secure for the children of the o
same advantages that acerue'from the sp'
1 schools in the rities and towns in

Jest.  Where not possible the children
be sent to high schools. The
education is so great that it overshadows
every other problem that is today Aﬁhﬁn
the farmers of the West. We hear the con-
ventions discussing that matter. 'We sce
great business concerns setting aside
sums of money to educate the public
their own ends. While the problem of the
commercial life of the world is education in
some one or more of its numerous phases, in
not one of these cases is education so immensely
important as to the farmer. When a man has
reached the age when he is the head of &
family and compelled to labor steadily for
their support, it is late in the to acquire
an education. It can be done, bul requires
prodigious effort. The time to get an educa-
tional foundation is when the boys and e‘::
are young and impressionable. No -
on the part of parents and no sacrifice is
wasted if it tends towards making the bol and
girl better fitted for their life work. Every
man and woman on the Western farms today
will wish something better for their boys and
@irls in the future. The only gift to n'm
and girl, that cannot be squandered, and
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