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lack of spirit displayed by property owners 
who draw their rents from Victoria 
property and ppend it in other places. 
Further, it is alleged that the absentee 
landlord does not do anything to improve 
hie property and that many of the old 
shacks which disgrace our principal streets 
are the results of this ruinous policy. 
Many of these buildings endanger the 
safety of the public. Some are set up on 
piles which have long since survived their 
usefulness. If Victoria hopes to remain 
in the race for commercial supremacy, she 
must have these old buildings removed 
and new and more substantial structures 
should take their place.

Seattle Is growing steadily, but I greatly 
fear that the city is over-built. Not that 
this is a great fault under certain condi
tions, but a great Influx will be necessary 
before the buildings already completed 
and in progress of construction will be 
caught up with. Just now, there are a 
great many vacant houses and offices, and 
the prospects are that there willl be more 
in future. The business houses complain 
of lack of trade; in fact the stores along the 
principal streets wore a rather deserted 
appearance. However, I think / it is 
within thCj limit of possibility for the 
majority of us to live to see the day 
when Seattle shall become a great city.

“Times are hard” is the remark head 
on all sides, and no doubt there is some 
ground for complaint. But there are 
many who grumble who have no reason 
to do so. I am convinced that if there 
were more optimists and fewer pessimists 
in the world the world would be all the 
better for it. We are the same*» financial 
fears that we are in time of pestilence, 
when two-thirds of the casesgf cholera 
come purely from cholera fear. become 
nervous and fretful, and to worry over a' 
difficulty, but increases the trouble, 
while to be cheerful and hopeful, wards 
off much dreaded danger. No matter if 
there is danger, a panic but increases it, 
as every one must have observed when 
in a frightened crowd. A cool head, 
clear judgment and a brave heart will 
often avert the danger and deliver the 
multitude. While in the financial world 
there has been some shaking of weak 
knees, yet there is no call wha^ver for 
a cry of unusual danger. It is only the 
shrinking of the timid and the tottering 
of the weak. The fittest will survive, as 
it always has done, according to Nature’s 
law. There is any amount of money in 

V Yj0tTr||_ and the present stringency can 
1 /only be temporary. Let business men 
/ keep their heads level and they need fear 

no disastrous termination. With a 
peaceful and prosperous country, it is 
the height of folly and absurdity toyun 
pell-mell like sheep and bleat thato the 
wolf is’ at the door of the sheepflgd. 
Remember “half the ills we hoard in 
life are ills because we hoard themZ

LONGEVITY OF MAN.

It was Prof. Hufeland’s opinion that the 
limit of possible human life may be set at 
two hundred years—this on the general 
principle, says the St. Louis Republic, that
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the life of nearly all living creatures is 
eight times the years, months or weeks of 
its pçryid of growth. That which quickly 
cornés to maturity quickly perishes, and 
the earlier complete development is 
reached the sooner bodily decay ensues. 
More women reach old age than men, but 
more men attain remarkable longevity 
than women.

Horned animals are shorter lived than 
those without horns, fierce longer than 
timid, and amphibious creatures longer 
than those which inhabit the air. The 
pike will continue to live for one hundred 
and fifty or one hundred and seventy-five 
years, and the common turtle is good for at 
least a century. Passing up the scale of 
life to man and skipping the patriarchs, we 
find many recorded instances of extraordi. 
nary longevity.

The ancient Egyptians lived three times 
as long as the modern lotus eaters. In
stances of surprising and authentic
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longevity among the classic Greeks and 
Romans are not at all rare. Pliny notes 
the fact that in the reign of Emperor 
Vespasian (73 A. D.) there were 124 men 
living in a limited area on'the River Po 
who were 100 years old and unward. Three 
of these were 140, and seven others over 
190. Cicero’s wife lived to be 103, and the 
Roman actress Luceja played in public 
after she had celebrated her one hundred 
and twelfth birthday.


