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LECTURE ON THE QUESTION, WHERE DO|dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unti
‘ DIATELY AFTER|this day.” His body has. not risen from that

ggr'lég ‘:’s OULS GOTO TMME sepulchze and ascended into Heaven. But had Peter
asserted, on the occasion, that the soul of David had
not yet ascended to Heaven, doubtless the multitude
would have been ready to stone the apostle to death.
This manner of speaking as a body as though it were
the person is quite common with ourselves, and is
common in Scriptare. Thus, in 8t. Jochn’s Gospel,
the 20th chapter, we find Mary at the sepulchre of
Christ, weeping and saying, ‘' they bave taken away
my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him.”
What did she mean ? She meant only the body of
her Lord. And even St. John himself says, at the
end of chapter 19th, “In the garden was & new
sepulchre wherein was never man yet laid ; there laid
they Jesus.” What does St. John m¢in ? He means
nndyonbtedly that it was only the body of Jesus that
was there; for on that very day the apostle had
heard Jesus on the cross say to the dying thief, ** This
day thou shalt be with Me in Paradise ;” and on the
evening of the day before he had heard Jesus say,
“Now% go o Him that sent Me,” and then pray,
saying, ‘' Father, the hour is come ; glorify Thy Son,
that Thy Son maygglorify Thee : and now I come to
‘Thee,” (St. John xv. 5, xviii, 1, 18). These words
may well teach us what our Saviour means when He
says to Mary at the sepulchre, ‘‘I am not yet
ascended ;" that is, in the common manner of speak-
ing, not ascended in the body, which had juat been

raised from the tomb.

The second objection is based on the words of
Hebrews xi. 40: ** God having provided some better
thing for us, that they without us should not be made
perfect.” This is confessedly a difficult passage to
explain ; and different commentators give very dif-
ferent and conflicted meanings to it. We might,
therefore, well dismiss it as containing no certain
argument on either side of the present question. Bat
whatever be its true meaning there can be nothing in
it against the dootrine for which I am now contend-
ing, because we find the same inspired writer, in the
following chapter, thas contrasting the‘new with the
old and darker dispensation of grace:‘ But ye are
come unto Mount Zion, and unto the ocity of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to_an
innomerable company of angels, to the genéral
assembly and Church of the first-born which are
written in Heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and
to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus
the Mediator of the new covenant.” Who are those
whose names are written in Heaven ? Probably those
who continue faithful on earth; because thus onr
Lozd spoke to His faithful apostles, saying, ** Rejoice,
because your names are written in Heaven.” Bat
Who are the jast men whose spirits are made perfect ?
And where are those jast spirits? Who are they but
the ancient patriarchs of whom the inspired writer
had jast been speaking, and all others like them who
had ** died in faith,” but who in this world * desired
& better country' that is, an heavenly,” (xi. 16).
Where are they ? Have they not yet reached thas
better, that heavenly country ? Surely a fair and
anbiassed interpretation of thig portion of Scripture
would lead us to reply, * They' are in the city of the
hving God, the tieavenly Jerusalem, where the
innumerable companv of angels are, and where Jesus
the Mediator of the new covenant is seen in His

v _ glory.” They\are where Abrabam the father of th
number of the paper is given a most admirable|faishfal is, an\g to whose bosom the soul of poog

article warning us against * all false dootri . A ;
S ™ Sy by o s | Lot e b s Tl
modern self-appointed evangelists, who is represented Bat the greatest objections to this doctrine are
a8 teaching, that ‘ immediately after death believers indicated in the questions, ‘ Where then is the
are received into their final state of glory.” The|necessity of the resurrection of the body and of the
t'hriis“:iz::r:::: "'v‘;‘:"le ;‘ﬁg:vtil:iehmtllllo:l:g O:’JOONOD; to|final jadgment 2" First, with regard to the objection
) w—l. 8 ot ye e . . !
2. They (the Old Testament Sai_nbs{ wm:’::t egs bogyh g'r'eli:u;ggs::ﬁ?ﬁ:gc&tc;?fn;ﬁ:?ﬁ:hg g:l:lh:
_lh:lt:ld not becm&?zh perfect, (Heb. xi. 40). 8. Where thing like this:—If the souls of the sa.inhsyate quibe.
::m ?i::?e?;:i yn:)en A ?e ";::ﬁ“::‘ °: 'ge, bf’i’dy and of| happy and contented in Heaven what is the use of bring-
Shes objeaatxogns to  the do'ohrinensof ‘.‘gewa';:;’;:; ;:)% thelgx back and reuniting them to a resurrection
evangelist, who in other dootrines is undoubtedly far 83,,¥,?of t‘},‘;'bm’;‘ﬁ;"&“ ;;ffe:l;skt‘l‘]yggéagonllg ni:t zt;:

astray, but in this is correct so far as it concerns the contented i i
souls of departed saints being in Heaven. But the|Or wl:mn ?,',’dh';:p‘,’{,,:',-’:;g u& t:hl:s Eféﬁ:td“mlxs

mfion that they have reached their final state of bonour of a perfect caterpillar, why not let alone and
enjoy the happiness and contentment of feeding on

y is incorrect, if we take, as we ought, both body
leaves ? Or when it has become a contented and

and soul into account. We are expressly told that
their bodies are to be raised in glory, (1 Cor. xv. 48), bappy chrysalis what necessity for any other change ?”
such queetions we perceive to arise from man’s

and even then when soul and body have been All
reunited who shall say that there shall be no further ways of thinking which are not God's ways. That
gou may think, has a yet

‘' changing from glory to glory into the image of|ohrysali
Christ, at least in knowledge and wisdom ?"" Such a mgi‘,'e, 5&;?,,;1 a‘:?;,x h(;: the Creator has ordained
before but a poor crawl-

change seems needful for, at least, very young|for i, And i
! ery 1 . that which was
saints who go to Heaven, and who become ** like Him, ing caterpillar is seen at last rising and soaring on
wings of beauty, and sipping sweetnes; from the

for they see Him as He is."
flowers of summer. So there is a higher destiny for

BY REV., W, J. MACKENZIE.

Phil. i. 23: *“ Having a desire to depart, and to be
with Christ, which is far better.”

(Continued from Last Week). &~

There is one other passage of Holy Scripture which
I must here mention which some suppose to be
against this view of the subject, namely the 18:h, 19°h
and 20th verses of the 8rd chapter of the 14t Epistle
of 8t. Peter, and which reads thus: “ For Chrst also
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God, being put to death in
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit; by which also
He went and preached unto the spirits in prison,
which sometime were disobedient, when once the
long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah
while the ark was a preparing.” It requires some
thought to understand what this bas to_do
with oor subject. It has really nothing to do with it

death ascend to Heaven but went down to a place
ealled limbus patrum, and farther that He went there
and delivered rebellious souls who had been impri-
soned since the days of Noah. It is this supposed
detention of souls in an intermediate state before
being admitted to the world of happiness, that causes
this passage of Holy Scripture to be brooght into this
discussion, Now, I can not find any reason for this
interpretation of the passage. . We read nothing in
Scripture of & limbus patrum ; nor does 8t. Peter nor
any other sacred writer of Holy Scirpture tell us that
our Saviour delivered from prison the rebellious souls
who lived in the days of Noah. I am, therefore,
agreed with those interpreters of Soripture who
explain the passage thus: When 8t. Peter wrote this
passage there were certain spirits in prison. These
spirits were haman beings, who, when in the body,
lived in this world in the days of Noah before the
‘flood. They were wicked spirits, as we are told in
the book of Genesis, God said ** My Spirit shall not
always strive with them.” The Spirit of God is
the Spirit of Christ, (Rom. viii. 9, Gal. iv. 6, Phil. i. 19
1 Peter i. 11). Noah was a preacher of righteousnese,
(2 Peter ii. 5). As a preacher he was endued with
the Spirit of Christ, and by inspiration and direction
of this Spirit he went hither and thither preaching to
the antidelovian ginners, warning them of the
threatened flood and exhorting them to repentance
towards God. But these incarnate spirits continued
disobedient during the long time that the ark was a
preparing ; they wore out the long-suffering of God.
At length the flood came and swept them all away.
They were thev, as they all deserved, confined in
prison. We bave no record of their having ever been
released. And we ought not to be wise above what
God bas caused to be written conoerning them. .

Now, I have been led to select this subjeot, of the
state of the soul after death, by an article which has
appeared in & small but very useful and very infla-
ential monthly publication belonging to the Church.
That small monthly paper does good Charch
work, and I feel grieved to differ with it on this one
sabject, for I do believe that on almost every other
topic we are in hearty agreement. In & regent

thTh!:i I‘i;:t lobjeo‘tlion t.:o the doﬁne that the souls of
LN ul at death go immediately to Heaven, is departed saints. ** We know not wha 4
‘bat * David hath not yet ascended.” 8o said St.[says the apostle. . There is a new era y:a:v t‘:)sg:tlxlxebei'n
Peter on the Day of P'enteoost. a8 recorded in Acts ii.[the lLfe of the saints, as we are told in 1 Cor. xv
Bng read all S¢. Peter’s address nnb%dyou will fiad that{23-29. Happy and contented though they have been
be is simply speaking of Dawid's y having not yet|ia the heavenly paradise, yet God has ordained for
ascended. He said * the patriareh’ David is both|them a mighty change—a change in the twinkling jo

\

an eye, when the saints shall no longer be mere
spirits of just men made perfect, but the just mep
shall be perfect in body as well as in spirit ; the bog
baving been raised, epiritualized, glorified, made like
unto Christ’s glorious body and reunited to their
spiritual nature. That change will undoubtedly be 4
higher development of our whole nfture. “Whey
though it sncceed the soul's having been in Heavep 9
What valid objection can there be to it ? Is it not ip
accordance with what we find in other departientg
of God's wondrous works ?

Bat the greatest objection to the doctrine seemsg to
lurk in the question, ‘‘ Wherein lies the necessity for
the final judgment ?” It is well that the objector
uses the word final in connectien with judgment ; for
a final judgment implies a previous judgment. Ang
most certainly there is and must be such a previong
jodgment passed on each soul at death—a privage
judgment assigning to each soul his and her place jn
the next world. It was such & judgment thag
assigned to Judas Iscariot “ his own place,” and sent
Dives, the rich man to hell, where he lifted up hig
eyes being in torment; and when poor Lazarus died
it was by a private judgment in his favour that g
most honourable place in Heaven was assigned o
him, even Abraham’s bosom. So, doubtless, at death
each of us, by a private judgment of God, will have
allotted to us our own place in the next world,
Why then the final judgment? The answer is, thag
the final judgment is to be public, not private. I ig
to be a public declaration of the sentences of con.
demnation or acquittal, or of reward or punishment,
pronounced privately on each of us, and an open
declaration of the reasons why such sentences have
been pronounced. The evidence for or against ug
will be clearly exposed to all present, and that evi-
dence will justify the sentences pronounced. We are
expressly told that the final judgment is to * bring to
light the hidden things of darkness, and to make

Such a bringing to light of hidden things 18 needed to
satisfy us all that each sentence pronounced is a just
one. This great purpose of the final judgmeut is
intimated in various other parts of Holy Scripture,
For example, in Rom. ii. 16, we are told that  we
are sure that the judgment of God is according to
tratb.” . Yet because all men will not be satisfied
without some proof of this we are told in verse 5th
that the day of final judgment is to be ‘‘ the day of
revelation of the righteous judgment of God."

There are mysteries in Gtod's providence which we
cannot unfold, and which even awaken in the mind
dark doubts and suspicions of the wisdom and good:

innocent suffering upjustly and cruelly, the guilty
escaping their merited punishment, the selfish, godless
rich man clothed in purple and fine linen, and Lazarus
the humble godly man in sore, bodily disease, begging
for crombs which fall from the rich man’s table—when
we think of such things we are apt to feel as did the
P:almiss, (Ps. 93): our *feet are well nigh goune ;
our steps are well nigh slipped ; and such thoughts
are painful to us.” Then in this world we are linked
together by social ties as families, companions and
neighbours, and one generation is lioked thus with
another. We are witnesses to.a great extent of each
other’s conduct in word and deed, and we thiuk that
we know each other, when in fact we soarcely know
the real character of some who may be living under
our own roof and sit with us at the same family table.
From baving such an imperfect knowledge of our own
character of others we are apt to form very erroneous
‘opinions of each other's motives of action, and to give
praise where blame would be better deserved, and to
blame where praise should rather be given. And
thus we live and die in comparative ignorance of
each other’s real character and consequent fitness for
either Heaven or hell. These are some of the hidden
things of darkness—the secrets whick are o be
revealed when we all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ. Some of these dark things may be
already revealed to the saints in Heaven. If it be
our happy lot to go there when we die, but we miss
from there some dear friends whom we had hoped to
see there, or if we find some souls there that we
could not have expected to see, we shall doubtless
feel good reason in the holy will of God that such
should be the case, and His will shall be ours without

question or complaina. ~
But when Christ comes in glory with the holy

tion on the earth linked with the generation before
it who had passed into the spirit world, and there
again with the generations who had gone before
them. They had all been witnesses of each other's
conduct, and had formed opinions of each other's
th. and had passed some judgments on each
others's deserts, but all had nevertheless their own
secrets, and all were ignorant of many hidden things of
darkness. But to God who searcheth the hearts atd
to Whom the darkness and the light are both alike, -
are all things naked and open. To Him are no hidden

works of darkness. He has been witness of all haman

manifest the ocounsels of the hearts,” (1 Cor.iv. 5), -

ness of His government. When we think of the

angels to judge the world there will be a vast popula: ~
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