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“WESLEYAN’ ALMANAC
JULY, 18 7 6.

rail Moon, 6 day, lib, 23m, Morning.
Lout Quarter, 14 day, »h, 41m, Morning.
New Moon, 21 day, Oh, 38m, Morning.
First Quarter, 27 day, lib, 4m, Afternoon.
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PASTORAL ADDRESS, 
or TUB

Mora Scotia Conference of the Methodist Church 
Cf Canada, to the members sf the Churches 

Its

Dearly Beloved Brethren ;—
Grace, mercy and pence, from God the 

Esther and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.
We assure you of the very deep interest 

wliich we feel, in all which concerne your 
present and eternal welfare ; and it is because 
of this solicitude that we now address you 
words of comfort and counsel. “For whet Is 
our hope, or joy or crown of rejoicing? Are 
not even ye, in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at hia coming? For ye are our glory 

And our joy.”
We devoutly render our thank» to the 

great Head of the Church, that we are able to 
bring to you glad tidings of great joy, con
cerning the prosperity of the work of God 
among us during the past year. Never in 
our history, as a Conference, have we been 
permitted to chronicle so large an acccession 
of converts to our xion. Never, we believe, 
has our Church been so “filled with the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God,” 
when we tell you, that, during the last year 

we have reen an aggregate of 2027 accept t' • 
“ word of God, the gospel of our salvation,’> 
we are sure that “for this cause also” will 
you “joy and rejoice with us.* We devoutly 
call upon you, beloved, to join na in humble 
acknowledgment of our deep unworthiness of 
so great favor from God ; and in ascribing 
all the glory to the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost !

But we desire to remind you, dear breth
ren, that, with increased blessing, comes 
enhanced responsibility, and especially do 
we urge upon you, to watch lovingly over 
these who are yet but babes in Christ, so 
that they feint not by the way. We fear that 
for the want of Christian sympathy and over
sight, hundreds and thousands of precious 
converts, have been lost to the Church and 
to God. And while the duty of “exhorting 
one another daily” is one from which no Chris
tian may claim exemption, we especially 
appeal to our dear and honored brethren, 
the Class Leaders of our Church, and who 
occupy position, ^ecood only in responsi
bility, to that of the Pastor himself. We are 
not disposed to debate the question, whether 
the Class Meeting, can, in our economy, be 
dispensed with, it is only a spirit of cold 
formality, which would permit such a dis
cussion. When spiritual life becomes in
tensified, we have no fault found with the 
institution of the Class. But we remind you, 
that the Leader, may very largely make or 
unmake his Class Meetings. Let him be a 
man of prayer, let his own soul be filled with 
the Savior's love ; and he therefore be brought 
into genuine sympathy with his work, and we 
will not fear for his success. Dear brethren, 
“suffer the word of exhortation ;” seek the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost; live close to 
Jesus ; feel your responsibility ; take largely 
upon yourselves the sweet burden of souls ; 
wash y our member* as often as you can, es
pecially those who seem to be growing weary. 
Tour own soul shall then feel the holy im
petus which such solicitude for others en
sures ; and, thus laboring, you shall secure 
one of the greatest joys, that can be yours 
this side of Heaven—the joy of proving that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

It is with intensest interest, that, while 
■including within the circle of our solicitude 
•our whole membership, we address ourselves 
•especially to those, who, during the past 
year “have received Christ Jesus the Lord.”

• God is our record, how greatly we long 
after you in the bonds of Jesus Christ ; and 
this we pray, that your love may abound 
more and more, in knowledge and in all 
judgment, that ye may improve things that 
see excellent; that ye may be sincere and 
without offence till the day of Christ ; being 
filled with the fruits of righteousness which 

hT Jf — Christ, unto the glory and praise

than in the church in we would
the rather rejoice to stand1tirer your open 
graves, knowing that yotrtad gone to Jesus, 
than to see yen’Ms» to wsnder «way from 
this fold. “Therefore dearly beloved and 
longed for, our joy and SW1*. S° .*tan*i 
fast in the Lord, dearly beloved." “Abstain 
from the very appearance ofsrrfl.” Do not 
tamper with ought which would conflict with 
the development of your spiritual lifo. The 
price of conscious communion with God, is 
infinitely too dear to pay for the revelling, 
banqueting and the abominable idolatry» 
wherein they think it strange that ye run not 
with them to the tame excess of riot, speak
ing evil at yoe ; who shall give account to 
him that is ready to judge both quick and 
dead.” The church of your choice has ever 
given a certain sound with regard to “the 
taking of such diversions as cannot be used 
in the name of the Lord Jeeua." For this we 
have in past time been accused with being 
righteous overmuch ; but now all the churches 
are drawing up to the same standard.

We urge upon you also to make diligent 
use of all those meant of grace which are 
so indissolubly allied with spiritual growth. 
Strive much after private, heartfelt com
munion with God. “Forsake not the assem
bling of yourselves together as the manner of 
some is.” See to it that your places in the 
class and prayer meetings, and in God’s 
house are not vacant for any reason that you 
would hesitate to offer at the bar of God. 
Rest, no not for an hour, without the con
scious knowledge that you are the Lord’s. 
Study diligently the word of Ood. Much 
of the)inefflciency of Christian lab* and 
instability of religious life have their origin 
in a lack of adequate knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures. Let Bible Classes be everywhere 
established, not for disgutadon, but for the 
honest reverent searching of the Divine 
Word. Heed the call of Jesus, “Son go 
work to-day in my vineyard.” Spiritual 
weakness is largely the result of spiritual 
idleness. Many doubts and fears which can
not be cured by the Bible and hymn-book 
might be destroyed by a hearty effort to do 
good to someone.

Amongst the various fields for Christian 
usefulness which present themselves, we 
especially commend to our whole church, 
our sabbath school enterprise. We rejoice 
in over 400 conversions in connection with 
our sabbath schools during the past year. 
But we regret to find that out of 864 preaching 
places within the Conference of Nova Scotia, 
205 are without schools for the religious 
training of our children. Let old schools 
be re-enforced with laborers, where they are 
needed. Let new schools be established 
wherever practicable. We hail the system of 
uniform lessons as it now obtains, and urge 
it upon you all. But we raise our voice 
clearly and strongly against the exclusion of 
our catechisms from any one of our schools, 
or any one class of scholars. Make every 
effort to keep up the sessions of the schools 
during the whole of the year,

We commend to your praying faith and 
real, the gveat work of the Temperance 
Reformation. As a church we protest earnestly 
against the crime of the liquor traffic. We re
joice in the quickening of the general con
science in this respect ; and we hail every 
judicious effort put forth to suppress this 
vice.

It is coming to be a generally recognised 
principle that the religious press, is an in- 
dispensible adjunct of the Christian church 

Therefore, if you would be intelligent 
and efficient Methodists, read our Conference 
Organ, and, as far as possible, our theolo
gical and biographical literature.

We rejoice exceedingly, brethren, in that 
more and more it is being evidenced that 
the great family of Christians ,in heaven and 
earth is one. The din of old controversies is 
dying away ; 'and where exclusive intolerance 
was wont to discern an enemy, a nearer ap
proach to Jesus and each other discovers 

brother. We deplore every cause which 
tends to disturb this important element in 
true Christianity. But while urging upon you 
to avoid every occasion of discord with dear 
brethren of other denominations, we scarcely 
need remind you that there is every reason 
for devoted loyalty, on our part, to Meth
odism. In doctrine and polity, and the hap* 
py combination of every qualification neces
sary to ensure success, we believe that meth
odise» is second to no church organization 
now in existence on the earth. Wherever 
it is found to-day, it is proving gloriously 
that “God is in the midst of her.” She may 
in a long course of years, become unfitted 
for the purposes of Providence, and in that 
case share the fate of all human systems ; but 
she is healthful and vigorous yet, and if her 
spiritual life remain, who that loves God or 
goodness would wish to see her die? We 
revere her as a pure and efficient form of 
Christianity. We feel the holy influence 
which still rests upon her assemblies, and 
subdues the people under her ; a phenomenon 
which no human eloquence can produce ; no 
“opposition of science, falsely so called" ex
plain away. We reverently thank God for 
success unparalellvd since apostolic time, and 
anew address ourselves to the contest. With 
nothing less of conquest will we be content, 
than that which will satisfy the heart of the 
Savior. He loved the world and died to 
aave it. _ Our hearts cry out “ The world 
for Jeeui!” We move onward in humble re. 
jance upon the God of our salvation.

*•*-
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sermon was from 
“ For ye are d^ad, Mid yflor life is 

id with Christ in God. When Christ 
who is your life shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory.” The

TRUNPER AND ELOQUENCE. 
Tbe manner in which, .Whitefield onoi 

turned a thunder storm to hia purpose has 
been thus narrated. Before he commenc
ed. his sermon, long, darkening columns 
crowded the bright* sonny sky of the 
morning, and swept their dull shadows 
over the baflding in fearful angary of the 
storm :

His text wss “ Strive to enter ill at the 
straight gate ; for many, I say onto yau, 
«hall seek to enter in, sad shall not be 
able.” “ See that emblem of human life,** 
said he, pointing to a shadow that wae flit
ting across the floor ; it passed for • mo
ment and concealed the brightness of 
heaven from our view, and it was got 
And where will ye be my hearers, when 
your lives have paeeed away like that dark 
cloud t Oh, my dear friends, 1 see thou
sands sitting attentive, with their eyes fix
ed on the poor, unworthy preacher. Ins 
few days we shall all meet at the judg
ment seat of Christ : we shall form a part 
of the vast assembly that will gather be
fore the throne, and every eye shall behold 
the Judge. With a voice whose call you 
must abide and answer, he will enquire 
whether on earth you strove to enter in at 
the strait gate; whether you were su
premely devoted to God, whether your 
hearts were absorbed in him. My blood 
runs cold when 1 think how many of you 
will seek to enter in, and will not be able, 
O what plea can yon make bsfosa 4ftia 
Judge of the whole earth f Can yen say 
it has been your whole endeavor to morti
fy the flesh, with its affections and lusts P 
that your life has been on# long effort to 
do the will of God P No, you stash an
swer, I made myself easy in the world 
by flattering myself that all would and 
well ; hut I have deceived my soul, and am 
lost.

“Ton, O false and hollow Christian, 
of what avail will it be that you 
have done many; things, that you have 
read much in the sacred word, that you 
have made long prayers, that you have 
attended to religious duties and appeared 
holy in the eyes of men P Whet will this 
be, if, instead of loving him supremely, 
you have been supposing you should exalt 
yourself in heaven by acts really polluted 
and unholy.

Hia eye gradually lighted up as ha pro
ceeded till, toward the close, it seemed to 
sparkle with celestial fire.

“ Oh, sinners,” he exclaimed, ” by all 
your hopes of happiness, I beseech you to 
repent. Let not the wrath of God be 
awakened ; let not the fires of eternity be 
kindled against you. See there !” eeid he 
pointing at the lightning which played on 
the corner of the pulpit^” ’Tisaglaace|from 
the angry eye of Jehovah ! Hark !” con
tinued he, raising his finger in a listening 
attitude, as the distant thunder grew load
er and louder, and broke in one tremen
dous crash over the building, “ it was the 
voice of .the Almighty as he passed by in 
his anger.”

As the sound died away he covered his 
face with hands and knelt beside the pul
pit, apparently lost in inward and intense 
prayer. The storm passed rapidly away, 
and the sun bursting forth in his might, 
threw across the heavens a magnificent 
arch of peace. Rising and pointing to 
the beautiful object, he exclaimed—

• Look upon the rainbow, and praise 
Him who made it. Very beauMM 4* is 
in the brightness thereof. It compasseth 
the heavens about with its glory and the 
hands of the Most High have bended it.” 
—Earnest Christian.

iest gloom, and say if you 
is no God.” Pronounce the 

asphemy, and each star above 
you will reprove you for your darkness of 
intellect—every voice that floats upon the 
tight bewilder yon in ÿour utter help. - 

■>t* lessneto and despair. IstherenoQodP Who
then, unrolled the blue scroll, and threw ’ 

.fçrmon of great intellectual force ..and , ppen. iu bright frontispiece, the Will 
wonderful rhetorical beauty. Punshon is gleamings of immortality =

Life. 8. Be a.,;
. identic:

a master at j language. Poetry runs 
through his sermons like sunshine through 
a field of corn. Haled ns into a firvétiT 
thought The glceniag wae delightful.

word eloquent is rightly need when 
applied to Bunahom’s preaching. U WF* 
dignified, natural, impreeeive, thrilling 
When he portrayed the appearing of

DR. PUNSHON AS SEEN 
AMERICAN.

BY AN

After securing lodging at a quiet hotel 
near the depot, in Chester, I walked up 
the main thoroughfare toward the old 
city on the hill. To my left a handsome 
stone chapel, with Gothic front, and sub
stantial appearance, was the main archi
tectural attraction. A handbill posted en 
the wall announced the fact, that at seven 
o’clock, that very evening, W. Merley 
Punshon, of London, would preach. As 
it was already within a half hour of the 
time, I modified my programme, was in 
the chapel a few minutes before seven, and 
was favoured by a seat in good position. 
Although a week-day evening, the house 
was soon filled. The pa*tor, a most cour
teous brother, on receiving my card from 
the eexton, sent for me to call in the 
vestry, but I preferred to wait until after 
service, when I had the pleasure ef ee in
troduction to Mr. Punshon, and ne oppor
tunity to indicate, in part, my errand to 
England. Kind assurances of fraternal 
welcome were spoken,

Christ, he seemed to throw open the doors 
of heaven, and we had glimpses of the 
inner glory. His definition of life hiddms 
with Christ in Ood, was exceedingly 
beautiful Science came to hie aid and 
witnessed for Jeans. Here and there, the 
preacher threw out a startling fact, as 
when he eeid of Dives’ prayer : "It is the 
only instance in the Bible where prayer ie 
addressed to a saint, and<jit is uttered in 
hell, and gets no answer f One sentence 
like that is enough to shake the founda
tions of Roman Catholicism. It is severe, 
bat true.

Punshon is a man of large physi
cal frame, florid, fair, and well pro
portioned. He is in the prime of life, as 
to years, although just now weary with 
overwork. He travels from one end of 
England to another, preaching and over
seeing, always abounding in Gospel labor. 
He is the chief editor of the London 
Methodist Recorder, although he is assist
ed by Bro. Smith and others in office 
work. A few years ago he resided in 
Canada for a time ; and, while there, wae 
elected President of the Wesleyan Con
ference in the Dominion; and he was 
afterward President of the Weeleyaa Con- 
lerene# of England, the highest honor 
ever attained by a minister in the denomi
nation. He is emiaenty worthy of hie 
popularity.—Alsm. Clark in Methodist Be- 
corder. i.‘

gleamings of immortality ? Who fash- 
ioned the green earth kihtpefpetua* roll- « 
ing waters, and its lovely expanse of island ‘ 
and main ? Who gave the eagle a stately 
•Fie» whe£tte;vÉempçit "swell and beat 
strangest and to, the ministrelay of her .*" 

. moan ? Who made light pleasant to 
and darkness a covering and a herald of" 
the first flash of morning? Who gave to 
thee that match la»» -symmetry of aim— 
and limbs, the impressible daring of am
bition passion and love P And yet the 
thunders' of earth are chained. They nv 
main, but the bow of reconciliation 
ont above and beneath them.

DEATH OF THE DISTINGUISHED
FOUNDER OF THE REFORMED 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
Baltimore, June 27.—The Right 

Rev. George D. Cummins died at his 
residence in Lutherville, Baltimore 
oouaty, at 2,15 p.m., yesterday in the 
55th year of hia age, after a brief ill
ness from inflammation ef the bowels.

Bishop Commins was bom in the 
State of Delaware, and brought up in 
the Methodist faith. He was graduat
ed at Dickinson College in 1861. In 
1845 he was ordained to the deaeonate, 
and 1847 was consecrated a presbyter or 
a priest. In 1850 Princeton College 
conferred upon him the title of D.D. 
He filled parishes in Virginia and in 
Washington, D.C., and held a rector
ship in Chicago before he was made a 
Bishop. He was always earnestly op
posed to the innovations of the ritualists; 
and in his letter to Bishop Smith, 
his senior associate of Kentucky, an
nouncing hii formal withdrawal from 
the Episcopal Church on the 10th of 
November, 1878, Dr. Cummins declared, 
among the reasons for his course, “ that 
whenever called upon to officiate in 
certain churches he had been most pain
fully impressed with the conviction 
that he was sanctioning and endorsing 
by his presence and official acts the
dangerous errors symbolized by the 
service customary in ritualistic church
es, and that he could no longer by par
ticipation in such services, be a par
taker of other men’s sins, and must 
clear hie own soul of all complicity in 
such errors.” It is said that the im
mediate cause of the secession of Dr. 
Cummins was the controversy which 
followed his participation in the cere
mony of the Lord’s Supper with the 
members of the Evangelical ^alliance. 
This act of religious liberty was con
structed by a number of Episcopale 
clergymen, among them Bishop Tozer, 
as an implied discourtesy toward Bishop 
Potter, in whose diocese the act was 
performed. Bishop Potter himself did 
not complain of it as such, but Bishop 
Tozer felt called upon to deprecate the 
action to his brother prelate in a short 
letter, which was not intended for pub
lication.

Shortly after his letter of withdrawla, 
Dr. Cummins issued the call for a meet
ing of those clergymen who entertained 
views similar to his own. The meeting 
was held in New York on the 2nd of 
December, 1873, and was attended by 
upward of twenty ministers and laymen. 
At this council toe declaration of 
principals of the Reformed Episcopale 
Church was adopted.

JULY 15,1876

IFTJL EXTRACT.
Sth the arched heaven in

A PRESENT HELP.
I was a poor student in a Manual 

Institute at the Wear The month of 
February was our regular winter vacation. 
We were privileged to keep our rooms and 
have board at one dollar a week. But I 
had absolutely no money. I was six hun
dred miles from my friends, and they were 
unable tiTfümiah me with funda I had 
no books for the new term, though 
were a necessity if I went on with my class, 
and there was no work about the Institu
tion, nor that I knew of in the neighbor» 
hood at that season. My case seemed as 
exceedingly bad one. And I had no idea 
from where any help could oome. So 1 
went to my room in the third story, locked 
my door, and carried my case to the Lord. 
It was a long, earnest, tearful cry for help 
from Him whom alqne seemed able to give 
it My prayer was answered. When 1 
had been there, I do not know how long, I 
heard footstep* in the empty hall, and 01 
a moment a knock at my door. I wiped 
my efhk and put myself into presentable 
shape as soon as I could, and opened the 
door. A lad stood there who said : "A 
man wants to see you at the front door.* 
Down the stairs I went, wondering who 
could want me. In the front yard was a 
man on a restless horse, who at once said : 
“ We want you to teach our school for a , 
month. The boys have driven out the fe
male teacher. We want you to take then 
in hand and we’ll give you fifteen dollars 
and your board.” I said, “ All right. I’ll 
be down there to-morrow morning.” And 
then I went back to my room to thank 
God for hearing my prayer.—Christian 
Wsekl y.

OBITUARY.

BURLINGTON CIRCUIT.

IK MKHOBIAM.
Died, on the 28th March, 1876, Mx. Gsosoi 

Habyis, aged 86 year».
Bora at Avondale, he removed to this pleee (B 

early life, and under the ministry of the early 
fathers of Methodism was brought into peace with 
God through the knowledge of sins forgiven. He 
united with the Methodist Church, and for wm 
years filled the responsible position of class-leader 
with acceptance and profit to all beneath his car* 
Hia place in the sanctuary was seldom vacant, and 
he waa always ready to give a reason for his hope. 
Hit last illness was brief, and his departure to the 
other world peaceful and b essed, Visitiag hia 
while in mortal agony we found him ready, y® 
anxious, to depart and be with Christ, yet quietly 
waiting the will and work of God. Calmly as the 
infant falls asleep in the mother’s arms, so heclwed 
hia eyes in death, and “ as a shock Of corn cooeth 
in its season” so fully ripened he was gathered to 
the skies. He left behind him the noble legacy ol * 
pure life arid an unblemished name.

CHARLES HAYWARD.
Died on the 17th June, 1870, Charles Hayward, 

aged 72 years.
The deceased was bom at Halifax, and removed 

to this part of the Province when 26 year» <J *<*• 
Was brought to God under the ministry of Esther 
Pope 37 years ago ; united with the 
Church, and lived in all good conscience before Ooa 
and man. For three years as Class-leader he baa 
charge of two classes, and maintained in that pM* 
tion a Godly fidelity, holding the confidence of w* 
brethren, and enjoying much of the love of hod- 
Partial deafness, however, i nterferred with hi» “*** 
fulness in this respect, and marred his enjoyment o* 
the public services of the sanctuary. From ttu» 
cause shut in to'himself in a great degree, be ) 
walked with God, deriving comfort from compan
ionship not of iarth. Like his Divine Master ns 
could say,—“ Alone, yet not alone, because * 
Father is with me.” His death wa» »udd*“> 
not unexpected to himself or his friends. I®* 
tim of heart disease, he realized that at any‘P0B’h, 
ne might he called away. As well as u-uu toeW 
before his death, be lay down at night, and bel ^ 
morning “ he was not, for God took him.’ 
on earth the -Sabbath day opened gloriously, but ^ 
eyes beheld a more glorious dawn ; and »«• ^ 
assembled in God’s earthly couits we kuew tb 
had that day found a place among the glorified ^ 
was taking part in the new song of Hoses an 
Lamb. Thus from the church on earth t ® 
deemed of the Lord march in never-bioken co 
through the gates into the city witfl everlasting ro 
upon their heads.

Burlington,a, y.s.

Died at Sarabro, on the 3rd in»t., David B. Smith, 

aged 48-years, after a long and painful illnesa
During his last sickness he sought »»d fou ^ 

Saviour ; and the genuine change of heart ^ 
tested by hia unmurmuring patience m 
suffering ; the love he expressed to Christ. ■*». 0
ful and earnest exhortations to all around n 
meet him iu heaven, and bis love for 1 
word of God, prayer and religious coover*»“*^~ 

He calmly fell asleep in Jesus, and we ■ Unto 
milled him to the dust, iu sure and certain 
a glorious resurrection.
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