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“‘ Occupy Till I Come.”
> vhhlt:.;: Lm;{ ,i.n ;:t-ocver state 1 am, there-
‘O deem not, pilgrim, that thy path is right,
Nor rashly reason it must needs be so,
Because prosperity makes all things bright
-And gilds thy progress with a golden glow!
The smoothest way is never free from snares,
And wayside wild-flowers intermix with weeds ;
The smiles of fortune often gender cares,
And human hope to disappointment leads.

Nor judge; my brother, that thy path is wrong,

Nor idly argue, it must needs be so,

Because thy pilgrimage is rough and long,

And stormy winds around thee fiercely blow.

The rugged road, though tiresome and severe,—

The baffling windings of thy ¢climbing course—

The blinding mists that dim thy prospect drear,—

May come from heaven, to lead thee to their
source.

"Tis not for mortals, with imperfect skill,

To sound the secrets of His perfect plan

Who deals out wisely, both of good and ill,

Time’s talents, more or less, to every man.

The peaceful lot, apart from care and strife—

The sterner state of struggling toil, and tears,—

Alike are fitting ministries of life

To guide us to our being’s destined spheres.

If favored then, with an o’erflowing cup—

If bounteous blessings on thy head be poured—

Use well the charge thou soon must render up,

As faithful steward of thy absent Lord.

If hardship be thy well appointed trust,

And storm, sweep o'er thee, till thy race be run,

Still,as a servant, be thou wise and Jjuat,

And thine shall be the welcome word, * Well
done ™

Greenock. W. 8.

— tmem -

How to Make our Prayer-meeting
Interesting.

BY REV. JOHN TODD, D.D. ¥

We will be serious now. We shall try to
sympathise with the true and faithful—not a

| | Don't tench falee theology. You sometimes

geady there !

{ Don’t carry a burdened conscience to the
yer-meeting. If to-day, or the last week,
have wronged any one in bargains, in words,

Before you come to the meeting.—You will find
the meeting dead and cold to you if you do not.
Our sins sepdrate between us and thee.” Don’t
afraid you will do more than your share to
make “our prayer-meeting” interesting. “What-
goever thy hand findeth to do,do with thy might.”
In building a church edifice—the mere shell to
gontain the church—there must be the architect,
4nd the contractor, and the carpenters, and also
the men with spades, and men to carry the brick
d mortar. They are all to do something.
hey are all needed. And so in our churches,
¢very one can, and should do something. All
¢annot talk or pray in public; they began the
iritual life too late ; but they can always be
ere. And even such, constant, meek, and good
are helps to the meeting. Every one who goes
helps all to feel that there is another heart to
feel, to sympathize, and to thrill with all the rest.
Go then constantly ; and carry there faith, hope,
¢harity, and love to Cbrist, and you will surely
grow in the divine life, and will never complain
that “ our prayer-meeting ” is not interesting.

Divine Joy.

The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty;
he will save, will rejoice over thee with joy; he will
test in'his love, he will joy over thee with singing.—
Zyppu. iii, 17,

Wondrous *“ thought of God!” God resting
in his love, not for unsinning angels, but for fall-
en, redeemed man! The idea is, the joy and
batisfaction of one reposing after the completion
of some arduous work. God rested at creation;
be sejoiced with joy over a mew-born world.
But this was s feeble type of his complacent rest
and rejoieing over the new-born ransomed soul.
There is & beautiful sequence in the verse. It

large number in any church—who are always at|rises to'a climax. First, God *“saves.” Then

“ our” pray

ting, and who wish they knew { he “ rejoices.” Then he * rests,” (the contem-

how to make it more interesting. You want to| plative rest of joy.) Then, as if this were not
know how to bring live coals to the altar as you | enough, he joys over his people “ with singing.”
80 to waken its fires. You want not merely to{ Like an earthly warrior : first, the victory ; then,
enjoy more, but you waat others should, and you | the shout of joy ; then, the calm survey of the | cburch? If not, are there not earnest spirits
want this meeting to be the instrument of doing | field of conquest ; then, the hyma of triumph.

your church and the community good. How
shall you aid ?

1. Let the weekly prayer-meeting live in your
heart—think of it when in your business—when

ety A gy S rw

you resd your Bible—and see if yout 0 BOUNGHL | 0y brompt to some deed of generosity and kind- v
upon & besutiful text to” carry there—when you | o0 But God's nature and his name being love, | but four persons were assembled in some quiet
read the religious paper, and see if you do mot| iy pi there can be nothing fitful, arbitrary, | patlor, to spesk of the things of God, and en-
find some thought, or some anecdote, or some |\ icions . His love is no wayward inconstant [ treat a blessing from him.—No one can estimate
fact, which you can use in the meeting. See if stream ; but a d?np, quiet, everflowing, overflow- the benefit of any church or community of such a
you can't gather a few drops of the dew which |, o Jiver  Your best earthly friend & word, a|little weekly gathering. Be sure you keep up
falls on Hermon. You may not be & watch or || oy o Llienate and estrange ; the Friend of | the female prayer meeting, said s gray-haired
a telescope maker, but you can do something, if | 20/ 4. is immutable. O how intense must that | futher in our chureh, not long before he went to
you will think of it beforehand. You canutter| = . o o guilty and the lost which is thus | his rest: Our church never prospered so well
a thought in a-few moments, which cost you, spoken of by the lips of divine filial love :
perhaps, days to think out. A single thought|, r.popropg ™ says Jesus, “doth my Father|one who was made a subject of s continued, es-
that has been revolving in your mind, is valu- love me, because 1 lay down my life for the pecial prayer in that meeting was not eventually

able in proportion as it has been thought over.
The pebble which David chose was one that had
been washed and smoothed in the brook a long

o the bridegroom
time. It was all the better for its palishing. (Un shall thy God rejoice over thee.”

sheep.”

« He will joy over thee with singing.” * As
i rejoiceth over the bride, so
Isa. Ixii, 5.

the day of your meeting, dor’t forget to think The returni ligal is met, not only with the
about it—mention it in family worship—let your| - 4 thcn“i:up of parental forgiveness ; but | charch. There were also many daughters brought
family see that that it lives in your heart, . Be bigh festival is. kept within these paternal halls into the Church about this time, who are now
ture and pray for it before you go to it.—Pray| o o oo ot we should make merry and be | useful Christian women in homes of their own.

‘that the Holy Spirit may be present to warm,
cheer, and animate every heart.

2. Feel responsibility forit. Makeit a solemn
duty, & habit, and a privilege to be there. Go

glad.” The gladdest countenance in tbat scene
of joy is mot that of the baggard wanderer, but
that of the rejoicing father, exulting over his | D¢ "
“ lost and found.” “There. js joy in heaven|himselfl to answer united prayer.

with & cheerful face. You would do so, if going 'ulon‘ the angels of God over one sinner that

to a party. Don’t go acting, looking, or feeling

by which you are dragged to the place. If the
toom is dark, move round and get more Jights.
If not warm, go to your brethren, and insist on
them that the room must be comfortable, pleasant
and inviting. If othersseem inclined to shrink,
don’t you. ,If the singing is tame, or dull, or

P it is a joy whieh, though s -
that you have a chain around you called Duty, :m:::éh tl::teotn ”,7 h“h'“:"' p"‘?o
the very circumference of glory, is deepest in
the center. It begins at the throme; the key-
note of that song is struck by God himself!

S0 .also in the parable of the lost sheep. See
bow Christ speaks, as if he had all the joy to
himself of that wanderer’s return: “ He lays it

ﬂ;:“ 8 frosty iron, and drop him s you|forth as sheep in the midst of wolves, declaring

if she should thus come down, the revival is al- |

ar in any way, settle it with him and with God !

with flesh and blood, call no man master upon
the earth. One is their master even Christ, and
all from the highest to the lowest who bear the
! image of the heavenly, are received as brethren,
‘ beloved. One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all, is their motto.
Besides cutting 1o0se on the right and on the
left against the popular sins of the day, Sabbath
desecration, rum-selling, slaveholding, tobacco
¢hewing, smoking and snuffing, novel reading,
pleasure seeking, idolatry in dress, the popular,
fascinating, bewitching literature of the day,
secret, oath Bound societies, the making of God’s
bouse a house of merchandise, against every-
thing, indeed, in opposition to a pure gospel ; a
bible standard of holy living is held up vividly,
forcibly—entire consecratedness to God’s ser-
vice, a presenting of the body a living, perpetus
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to the Lord, which
is our reasonable service. In this glorious work
of reformation, of spreading scriptural holiness
through the land. God is with them in very
deed, smiling graciously on their self-denial and
untiring  perseveratice. * The Lord keep them
as the apple of the eye, hide them under the
shadow of his wings—from the wicked that
oppress them, and from their deadly enemies
who compass them about.” Psa. xvii. 9. Make
their way perfect. -
We speak thus by way of encouragement, and
from a sense of duty, having recently been an
eye witness of their holy living, their trials, per-
secutions and self-denying labors. It has ever
been our happy and privileged lot, to stand by
God’s per d ones, per i for righ
ness sake, irrespective of name, sect or denomi-
nation—give them the right hand of fellowship,
and say “ God speed you.”
w’l’m;;::::rmﬁ:hpnnd :

Gentile and Jew, and bond and free
Are one in Chrisg their head.”

The Female Prayer Meeting.
Have you a female prayer-meeting in your

enough in it to commence and sustain such a

go alo:

with
L ot Wl

mntin}tlh;w.mrmpuded bave been when

as when that was well sustained.”—I believe no

converted. Among them was a number of heads
of families, who had praying wives ; one of them
I now recall, who was recently our State Senator,
and this year & candidate for Congress. He has
for years been one of the leading men in our

There is no interest which lies so near to the
heart of : the pious mother as the conversion of
her children. Aund God has especially pledged

80 we may
come boldly to a throne of grace, and entreat
and expect a blessing.— Sunday-School Times.

~ Beligions Jutellgne.
Greece and the Greeks.

We give an article from the Rev. Mr. Con-
stantine, published in the Christian Herald, re-

not t all—be “"M,'"d See BOme ONE OF MOFe| 4.y shoulders rejoicing,” and says,  Rejoice | vealing the character of the mmon.ry md his
of the brethren who is a singer, and urge him to with me.” Luke xv,6. The joy of his people| his love for his native land. In reading it, bear

be there. If you can’t sing he must go. -lf.yon
can, you need his aid.—Go up near the pulpit or
table—up, where your minister and brethren can
see you, and feel that your breath is warm.
If the meeting is thrown open to, and for any-
body, don't sit and wait for others, Be ready.
Have your gun loaded, and shoot quick. Tbere
is no electricity in silence or in waiting. Let
your prayer be short. Just suppose i divided
into three, and it will be long enough. I once
heard and joyfully united in six prayers, no one
of which was over two minutes long. They were
intensely good.
“3. Feel under obligation to have variety in
- meeting. It is fatal to make a prayer-meeting
stereotyped, and there is no danger that is
greater. Can’t you sometimes have i
new sung ? Can't you get this or that different
young man to come in and say l!ewword._r
Can’t you get that other man who never speaks,
to open his mouth ? You go'to them uh?ng be-
fore the meeting and speak eneoungmgly'to
them. Don't scare them by mkhi.n(g;en\thmk
. must make a great ppeec to_your
':c’dn‘ hopeful—I mean really believing Christ,
when be pmmhelwbohthcmidlgo(th two
or three who gather in his name. You may feel,
perhaps, that you are cold and others are cold.
But there certainly will be oune there—Christ—
who is not cold. Don't always be harping on
string, e*her in your prayers or in your ex-
:uﬁom: Keep the wheels out of the old
desp rut. Sommdupdnuin‘ngon 8 re-
Vival—g revival !—as if there was nothing done

or tobe prayed for but this ; whereas thére is]

. spirituality of the eburch, there is the word, the
_ meed—eown ; there is the Sabbath Bchool—

~ " the soil preparing, and to be prepared, for the
E ;Mdﬁnword,uddl th-ngdonqtoh

prayer-meeting. :
Don't acold. It will do no good. Thvse pre-

_sent know they don’t deserve it, and the sbsent |

it. The 1" tiot ‘the

“there is the liberality of the people of God, there.

is part of his own: ¢ These things have 1 spoken
unto you, that my joy might remain in you, snd
that your joy might be fall.” Jobn xv, 11.

«“God is in the midst of thee;” * He is
mighty ;” * He will save.” What more does
any poor sinner need than this—a present God,
s mighty God, a Saviour-God? Able to save,
willing to save ; nay, more, delighting to. save.
“ The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear

im."— Thoughts of God.

Truth is Beautiful.

 Truth is earmest, truth is fearless,
Ever dwelling in the skies.

What is more beautiful, more lovely, than
wuth developed, -portrayed, beld up, declared
fearlessly, unmixed with error, proclaimed boldly,
rdless of consequences ? :
n‘:Wht I tell ye in darkness that speak ye in
light, and. what ye hearin the ear, that preach
ye upon the housetops. And fear not them which
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul;
but rather fear him who is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell.”
Here is beauty inimitable, the crowning ex-
cellence, the praise-worthiness, the top stone of
divine. .
This declaiming against all sin, every sin, little
sine and_ greal sins, state sins, city sins, shurch
i family sins, individual sins ; sins long
mﬁﬁwvend“h winked af, embraced sins,
popular and unpopular, ucnni?l of heart and
Jife, bringing them to light, holding them, up to
poblio gaae in. all their uglivess and naked de-

Whe dares, who
The boly,propbets did. . The aposties of Jesus

A ameng men, that was not
kuife, the tworedged

QRN your prayeri S Bikt

i
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jesti ybuuﬁfub'

There is not a sin recorded in thej

in mind that eleven years ago he landed in the
city of New York a “ poor boy,” and uanble to
speak a word of English. By his own energy
and perseverance, he has gone through a thor-
ough literary and theological course of study at
Amberst and Andover, and has now returned a
missionary to Athens, Greece. After speaking
of the great interests of thc country connected
with the dethronement of their late king, he
says:—
""'Tba facilities for education,” said one, * are
s0 great in Greece, that the people become edu-
cated above their circumstances.” The Greek
mind is 80 active that it will progress just in the
direction it meets the least obstruction, and like
electricity, takes the easiest course. For t.ho last
days, the people progressed wonderfully in all
matters where there was no dependence on the
government ; bence there are more learned than
working men in Greece. Let the Greeks bave a
king with Napoleonic energy; let the Greeks
have roads, facilities for intercommunication ; fa-
cilitate the mode of taxation, encourage home
industry, and enbance every means for the deve-
lopment of the resources of the country, and thus
the equilibtium is restored, and there will be as
many werking men as there are learned men ;
and this is what the Greeks are in hopes of ac-
complishing, by requesting the present king to
leave, and elgeting another in his place. Now,
the fact that the Greeks have so overcome their
Chuzeh prejudicss; end in preference to o Bus-
sian wish 10 haye & Profesiant, is an evidence. of

arships and prizes for any brasch.of acience, lit-
erature and art, are noba fow.. At Athens aze
published sixteen periodicals, and thirty-two in
the whole of Greece. Nodess than800:000:4ext-

muni~ate the various ways in which the  people
have become enlightened. Now, one may ask,
are they religiously prepared to ecome the
Christian Power in the East? A erop can not

need to be felled, and time must be given for the
roots to rot ; then the ground must be broken

hold the fruit.

The Greek Church, like the forest land, con-
tains in it the eloments that are necessary to
nourish and enrich; but it needs first to be clear-
ed up. Intelligence and enterprise are essential
to the Christian faith. This has been done. The
people are beécoming disgusted with myths and
ceremonies, so much so, that in their election of
king, they prefer a Protestant to ene of the Greek
Courch. To be a member of the Greek Church
does not to-day constitute the prevailing qualifi-
cation in the mind of the people for the throne.
This is but a straw upon the water, yet it tells the
way the current runs. There is a preparation
among the people for the reception of evangeli-
cal truth which will astonish those that never
thought of the religious welfare of Greece, and
have forgotten to pray for its regeneration. So
great is the preparation that when a Bishop in a
diocese, a short time ago, took the Bibles from
the hands of the people, they wished to bave him
removed as an unwortby shepherd. While the
Greeks have a repugnance to foreign interfer-
ence with their religion, they gladly purchase the
Bible from the native agent, and listen to his ad-
vice.

The religicus reformation among the Greeks
will be that of a revival, An earnest desire will
possess the people for the truth in a way that]

He “ restsin his love!” Love with God is a| movement® If but two or three are of one mind | ©¥eR the opponents of religion will oebold with

dispesition. One may, from impulse, perform in the matter, it is easily done. Every person
an actof Jove. Momentary feeling and emotion, | can influence one or two more to

B et e

astonishment, and confess that it is not of men,
but of God. It villnntboiu_c!:yh'wlmc- or
it in his bones, and shall have no rest till be can
lean his head on the bosom of the Saviour. 1
am not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but
methinks that after this the enemy will come and
sow tares among the wheat, which are not to be
plucked till the judgment day.

Many laugh at the idea that the Greek Empire
is ever to be re-established, and the dome of St.
Sophia at Constantinople again be made to re-
verberate the praises of Christian hearts. ~ Chris-
tianity, however corrupt, is far better than any
other form of religion. Corrupt as the Greek
Church is, it has in itself the very germ of eter-
nal life, while Mohammedanism, though it is in
advance of heathenism, is by no mieans to -be
compared with the Greek Church, for it lacks not
only the grace, but even the name of Christian.
Christianity must ultimately triumph over and
against all forms of religion, however nonl.
The East, once the birth-place of Christianity, is
now overrun by the Mobammedans, whose pro-
phet holds, in the minds of the people, the im-
portance of the Saviour, and is substituted in the
Saviour’s place. This it seems fo me was only
allowed by Jehovah for & punishment to thoee
Christians who perverted the truth they possess-
ed to their own private uses. Just as'He allow-
ed the heathen to subdue and conquer the Israel-
ites in Egypt and in Canaan, so He allowed the
Mobammedans to oppress the Christians for a
season. Now, as the heathen were in turn, de-
stroyed by the Israelites, thus it seems to me
will the Turks be used by the Christians, and
the East once again become s Christian land.
This may not be donie in a generation yet to
come, but we shall see the beginning of it. Let
the Greek Cnurch be reformed, and its followers
become once again Christians indeed, and the
Eastern problem will be solved just as fast as
they become reformed.

That Christianity must ultimately triumph,
there is no doubt in the minds of Christians. Is
this to be accomplished when the Turk becomes
a Protestant ? The Mohammedan is looking at
the Christianin any form as one who is to usurp
his power, and hates both the Christian and his re-
ligion. The Turkish government to-day is more
intolerant to Protestantism than ever before, and
Dr. H., with all his good opinion of the Turk,
and with all his Yankee perseverance and enter-
prise, I fear will never succeed to rear up his
Col

Is it, then, the Armenian who will become the
Christian Power? He has neither nationality
nor patriotism, not even a desire for any thing
except money and easy times? In vain we look
for any foreign power.

Are the Greeks only a bandful ? From eight
to twelve millions were engaged at the revolu-
tion for their freedom, though Eurepe saw fit to
declare free only 700,600, who ia & quarter of 2
century have doubled. Two hundred thousand
of the Ionian Islands are for smmexation. The

Thessaly, Epirus, and Macedonia is the bome of
the Greek.—There are more Greeks in Symma
snd Constantinople than there ave Turks. That
there will - be revolution; nove esa demy. The
world progresses by jerks, and we are at the eve
of a mighty shaking. . At s time.Jike:this, when
Greece presents itself in an atlitude that the
powers of Europe hesitate to express a.semti-
ment ; when the peaple proved to be abead of
their king ; when the Greeks are gaining and the

earnestly, thet the wark of real and a live Chris-

!uwg#nm-&“ the.

Christisng bave

be raised in & day nor in a season. The trees|

up and mellowed, befare the seed can take root |
that will sustain the stalk, which in turn shall | much, yet we need prayer even more than money. | that, here we are, with nothing but little speck-

Albanians of the North are rising te join Greece. |

Tark is losing power ; when the Greek hegins to | nipped

——

[ pelled s reluctant monareh 1o give them & con- | tianity. lnnonthmmmnlhhuidhuuen'-unmummdmlh"thm' The
f-e.u,, humbly, boldly, all the words of this stitution in 1943, snd in 1862, with the ‘same, that Plato was the fore-rater of Paul.—He pre- | loon hid_ bimeelf in_an it “The" yéung
life? God in his mercy is raising up a people ' unanimity and order, expalied an imbeile king, | pared the mind of the age to seek for truth. Fhe

| hear men say, ‘“if now this church would onl,‘-w stand in the breach. Here and there are| who rendered the natidn corrupt, and did every- | first Christiaz. martyrs and Christian, missioner- | terror. The trout dove down to the bottom
r&"l'd,o'nonberhw“inlbcduu'bnfonGodlm'lninlfn'm.“ilhm"‘m'wt“d thing (it may be ignorantly) to check the growth | ies were Greeks. OMMMM“’

‘aninl'oixldfollov!"—Don‘tyouknowth.z?bytheﬂuh. Praise be to God. Tbeﬂmyctfohbo,utim. Onth,ﬂhhnd.ulwhtﬂuyith-ndcd()udnhﬁud Grecian hearts.
lmouthu: seven thousand who have not bowed | have done where the gevernment conld have no | It makes me blush to feel that Ehifstiats ‘need
the knee to Basl. The bible is their text book, | controul. In commercs, you may. ses Greek |to be appealed to in erder to pray fof the Gréek.
Jesus Chriat their pattern. They confer not| merchant ships at the very poct of Constantino- | It seems to me strange how any one can study
ple, than of all other people put togsther. In|the new Testament without praying  for the | spray.
education no less than 56,000 pupils, both male | Greek, who gave us not omly its language, but
and female, are educatad in our schools. Schol-| their very babite are used as illastrations to ex- |

plain the doctrines of Christ, while their customs
constitute the warp and the woof of the parables
of Christ,

My friends, sould I communicsterter you @y

books are published at & single establisbmen: at | feelings on paper—could I tell youns 1 feel cous | bave ?*
Atbens. Time and spade would feil me to com- | cerning the opportunities of doing good, you|

iyou would sympathize with me when I say
Christians need pray in a hurry as it were, or
else the work will be accomplished, aund they
shall have no share in it.

You are about to give us your contribution,
and invest your money in doing good in Greece.
All your money will do but little good unless
your prayers are with it. We need money very

May the Lord bless and prosper you all, is the
prayer of your Greek friend.—Christian World.

General  Riscellanp. -

The Ladder of Life.

James Holford has risen step by step up the
ladder of fortune until he stands securely a¢ the
summit, with fame, wealth and honours surround-
ing him. Some twenty years sgo this same
James Holford was at the very foot of the ladder
pondering how he should rise. The ladder was
very curious to contemplate, and still more curi-
ous was it to hear what the world said about it.

* Tt is all luck, sir,” cried one, ‘* nothing but
luck ; why, sir, I have managed at times to get
up a step or two, bat have always fallen down ere
long, and now I have given up striving, for luck
is against me.”

“ No, sir,” cried another ; “ it is not so much
luck as scheming; the selfish schemer gets up
while more honest folks remain at the foot.”

“ Patronage does it all, " said a third ; “ you
must have somebody to take youby the hand and
help you up, or you have no chance-”

James Holford heard all these varied opinions
of the world, but still persisted in looking upward,
for he had faith in himself.

“ The cry of luck’s all, what does it amount to
in reality,” thought he, *“ but that some people
are surrounded by better circumstances than
of these ‘BE¥.MuskNU howane, tyberdueeteas
and 1, having very different circumstances around
me, have the more need to use great exertion in
otder to better them ; and when reverses come I
will not despair as some do, but persevere on to
fortune. I want no friend 1o take me by the
hand, and do that for me which every healthy
man can do better for hlmself. No. I will rise
by myself alone.”

The resolution was earnestly made, and faith-
fully carried out. From the humblest offite in a
store, to the post of the highest trust, James Hol-
ford rose in a few years. He placed bis affec-
tion on ore alike to him in sympathies and in
fortu¢, »d wedded happiness with her. He
became a trader for himself, baving from bhis in-
come laid by sufficient to start with. His pro-
bity, his courtesy and his application, commend-
ed him to all his customers, and every year saw
him advancing higher in the world's estimation.
Not only did he devote his energies to bis busi-
ness, but his leisure hours were given to the cul-
tivation of his mental faculties, so that his neigh-
bours soon began to look upon him as an
authority in public matters, and again and again
confided offices of trust to him, in which he in-
variably won golden opinions. Independent in
spirit, as he is now also independent in fortune,
and still in the vigour of health and life, with a
fine troop of children around him, James Holford
looks with hope and sereqity to the f:ture, while
in his every actior: he still offers a mudel to the
world.

His counsel is much sought by the young and
aspiring, and he thus discourses to them concern-
ing the ladder of fortunes : —

“ The steps from the foot to the summit are
not many, but each has a name which must be
distinotly known by all who would seek to climb. |
The first step is faith, and without this none can
safely rise ; the second, industry ; the third, per-
severance ; the fourth, temperance ; the fifth, pro-
bity; and the sixth, independence. Having ob-
tained thus high a position ou the ladder, the
tuture rise is easy, for faith will have taught the
climber never no doubt or despair ; industry will
have kept . him from vice either in thought or
deed ; perseverance will have shown him how
easily difficulties are surmounted when calmly
met ; temperance will have preserved both health
and temper; probity will have ensured respect
and given stability to the character ; and inde-
pendence of spirit, while it will give dignity Lo
the mag, will certainly gain the admiration of
the world. One step more has to be acquired,
which is experience—the only true knowledge of
life, and then the summit of the ladder is surely
reached.”— League Journal.
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The Little Brook.

BY THE REV. JOHN TODD, D.D.

Once upon a time all the beautiful lakes of
our country were lying quietly in their beds,
| Here and there a white sail was seen on their
smooth waters, The steamboats were not then
built. On the banks were great, forests banging
over and looking down as into a_large mirror,
in which each tree could see its own form and
admire the beauty of its green clothing, Tbe
duck swam and led on her wild, young family,
The loon dived, and screamed, ahd shook him-
421t a8 if be wanted admiration. The &er, with
‘her fawns, waded into the shallow watérs “and
' {he tender grass. . The trout leaped out
Here and here in his joy. The ‘beautiful cir
&inal flower stood in the low grounds and thréw
her colors far and wide. It ‘ ‘»..:’;;Q,,
denly was s terrible commotion among the

¢ . T The waters bofled ‘sitd Yoash-

{ wish one whick 'of bis tail. llmnjzﬂﬂp
time, and everything seemed to be going fast te
ruin.
| Just then the king of the lakes came riding o
| over the wild, awtal waves on his horse made of

‘ Heyday " eried he, * what's the metternow
‘0, said a lake, ‘T am sigk of Tife and sick
| of my home, and | am determined not.to stay
‘henmylongct?_ So are dlf, and 1 i spesking

for oli!  We all foe] alike? " "%
“ Well, what's the matter? What would you

*Have!  We wounld bave space, and room,
|and greatness. We want ‘to-baeadh an ocean.
We hear the oceans are vast, and salt, and have
| great ships on them, and gregt whales swimming
|in them, and that men can sail on them days and
| weeks and not see land! How glorious that
must be! To have huge ships of war and bat-
tles fought on one’s breast and mighty fish diving
jmd spouting in one’s bowels! But instead of

| led trout—not a whale nor a porpoise, not even
| a lobster or a shark among us! Here we are!
cooped up in our nasrow limits—nething but
|lakes! We want to be oceans !’

| ‘But, my good fellow, the earth is mot big
| engugh to have any more oceans! Lon't you
{ see that if 1 let you out you will not be an ocean,
| but at once be swallowed up in the oceans, and
be lost ?’

‘ But you river ! what ails you 7

‘Me! Why, your majesty. Iam ashamed
of myself. Iam sosmall! Just look at that
map! Why, I'm only s little black streak !’

‘And what do you, and the other ten rivers
about you, want ¥’

‘We want to be Amazons! and be two hun.
dred miles wide and five thousand miles long,
and to roll through mighty forests, where croco-
‘diks and monkeys live, and where great serpents
and parrots live !’

‘ Foolish one! I must make ten or & dosen
new continents before you can be Amasena !’

Just then the king heard & low, silvery laugh.
He looked dows, sud there was a little moun-
tain-brook rippling and lsughing along in ite
pebbly chanmel. Its face was bright, its eye
twinkled, and it danced, and leaped, and almost
clapped its hands for joy. The grass were green
and. the flowers were thick, and bhoney-bees
sung among them, and birds hopped and sang
near it.

¢ Little. brook ! little brook ! said the king,
ydanive 1o @i uptunt, uuu pouting, and Wshing
you were something greas ?'

¢0," said the little brook, *dida’t you make
me? And I suppose you wanted me to be a
cheerful little brook, and to run here and keep
the grase green, and the flowers bright, and the

if you had wanted me to be an Amason, or &
Missouri, you would have made me sol’

such a rebellion since !

 Cjistan Expeience,

Holiness to the Lord;

OR, A MINISTER'S EXPERIENCE.

Willlam™ Hill, whose experience is described
in the following letter, was pastor of the Second
Presbyterian Church of Newburg, New York.
He was a faithful man of God while he lived,
and triumphant in his death.

“Itis sweet to feel that we are wholly fhe
Lord’s, that he has received us, and calls us bis,
This.is religion—a relinquishment of the prin,
ciple of self-ownership, and the adoption in full
of the abiding sentiment, ‘I am not my own, 1
am bought with a price.” Since I last saw you,
I bave been pressing forward, and yet there has
been nothing remarkable in my experience of
which I can speak :, indeed, I do mot know as
it is best to look for remarkable things; but
strive to be holy, as God is holy, pressing right
on toward the mark of the prize,

1 do not feel myself qualified to instruct you ;
I can only tell the way in which I wasled. - The
Lord deals differently with different souls, and
we ought not to attempt to copy the experience
of others; yet there are certain things which
will be attended to by every one who is seeking
after a clean heart.

There must be a personal comseeration of all
to God—a covenant made with God, that we
will be wholly and forever his. This I made
intellectually without waiting for a change in my
feelings, with a heart full of hardness and dark-
ness, unbelief and sin, and insensibility.

I covenanted to be the Lord’s, and laid all
apon the altar as a living sacrifice, to the best of
my ability.

And efier I arose from my knees, I was con-
seious of no change in my feelings. I was pain-
fully conscious that there was no change. But
yet I was sure that I did, with all the “sincerity
and honesty of purpose of which T was capable,
make an entire and eternsl consecration of
myself to God. I did not then tonsider the
work as done by any means; but I engaged to
abide in a state of entire, devotion to God—a
living, perpetual sacrifice. And now came the
effort to do this. )

I must aiso believe that Godﬁdwnw.
and dwell in me and become my Father, I was
conscious 1 did not believe this, apd yet I de-
siged to do so. 1 yead with much prayer John's
first epistle, and endeavored to assure my heart
of God's dove to me as ap individual I was
sensible that my heart was full of evil. Iseemed
to baye no power to oversome pride or to repel
evil thoughts, which I abhorred. - Christ was
magifested to dewzoy the, yorks of the. devil
sud it sppeared that the sjn in my beart was
the wrk. of the devil,, & wasenabled to befieve
that God was working in pe to will and to do,
while 1 was working out wy own sslvation wilk
H,‘gm"r«'i“‘f’z,:: v
‘& wek convinced of unbelisd, and that it wes

ducks Tiade Tor s wobds. The deer-fled- iw{complicent thoughts efter’ preaching.

(toastting ine, whieh hed domsinian over we,
ebpecially peeaching myvelf aml indulging seli-
A I was
ensbled t0 make myselfl of ne reputation, and (o
stek the honor which cometh from God. ouly.
Satan stzuggied bard to beat me back from ihe
lmd-m.mamym God, I fisally bic

T'found rest. 1 trusted in the blood of
already ebed, o¢ o sufficient atonemeunt
fHr-all:my past sing, and the future I committed
wholly* te the Lard, sgreeing to do his will,
under sl gircumetances, aa he should make it
known, and.all 1-bad to do.was to look to Jesus
for a present moment. .9 s onig ——
I felt shut up o & momentary depemdence
upon the grace of Christ. 1 would not permit
the adversary to trouble me about the past o
future, for I would each moment look for the
qupphes at that moment. I agreed I would Le
o child of Abraham and walk by naked faith in
the Word of God, and not by inward feelings
and emotions—I1 would seek to be a Bible m'
nister.

Sinee that time the Lord bas given me a
steady victory over sins which before en:!.ved
me. I delight in the Lord and in his Word. 1
delight in my work as a minister; my fellowship
# with the Father and with his Son, Jesus
Christ, I am a babe in Christ. I know my
sttainments are small compared with those made
by many. My feelings vary, but when I have
feelings, I praise God and I trust in his Word,
sad whea I am empty and my feelings are gone,
I do the same. I haye covenanted to walk by
faith and not by feeling.”

mo . l . L»‘“
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Pastoral Duty
The following is an extract from -an Address
delivezed by Bishop Ames at the Missouri Con-
ference last month, previous to reading the ap-
pointments :
BrexureN :—To talk religiously in a pleasing
and attractive manners; to' wear your piety in
such graceful draperies that all shall see some-
thing" desirable in your religion; to be able to
recommend it to the young, that when they shall
se¢ youthey shall see something attractive and
pleasing in your religion-—this will greatly en-
large your influence,
Some men are public benefactors ; their faces
are so-full of sunshine, of genuine kindness,
though you may meet themt on a cloudy day or
in’ the midst of  rain storm, they will make you
feel better. This is'an excellent habit of 1.~

ing and speaking chesv-" . 1 ¢ha Broside.
‘1’1 1apor m :'llmnlﬁn which are much ex,

cited and divided, and in which there is strong
prejudice against the ministry, against the Mas-
ter, and dgainst Christitnity. And how this
prejudice vanishes where the minifter speals
kindly to the péople, where he éfters the family,

bees singing, and the birde happy! - ¥ supposé | steps itito the circle of the home, makes himself

pledsant t6 the children, and exhibits his sym~
pathy for ‘them and desire fo do them good.

*Dear little fellow,’ said the king, *hence- | “ 'Why,” they begin to say, * let us go and hear’
forward thou shalt be a favorite with every body I | that man ‘preach. ‘1 like Hith: He seems to be
And the brook went singing oo, and thelskes | good man.” - Brethren, yod do ot know how
and- tivers were ashamed, and have never hed | such work swells your congregations. And this

fireside convereation and prayer ! These people
who are thus attended 10, are much more likely,
when they come into the church, to stay there
than are others. They have a love for the
church ‘and & regard for the ministry. There is
a sort of sociality, the power of which we donot
suffielently understand and appreciate. Remems
ber, bréthren, you do not meet the ‘requisitions
of the commanities to which you go, unless you
visi¢ from house to house. And donet ’
your attention to the familics of dur owh meEN
bers.  Visit wherever you have the i

Try to'do all the people good ; andiif'y

you will be a better man yourself. “If ‘you

poor fellow in the water i

you try to save him, you will ‘be°

men, and will feel better for having tried to sugh -

ceed. e

A friend of mine who is a presiding elder
told me that one of his preachers, when he went
on to his circuit, at the meeting of the board of
stewards, said to them, “ Do not ask any brothet
to contribute to my support unless I visit him*or
his family.” It was a [circuit which had been
quite slack in its financial movements; but the
preacher went round visiting thepeople, and when
quarterly meeting came they paid all the claims,
and had eighteen or twenty dollars surplus ; and
the stewards were astonished at the result them-
selves. So much for the effect of going to the
houses of the people, upon the support of tlie
minister. You get your support, brethren, from
those with whora you are best acquainted. En-
large the basis of your support by increased at
tention to the duty. Now, as pastors, let me
ask you a question. Physicians get paid a least
s dollar per visit from their’ patients. Would
you not visit a few more than you do i you were
to get a dollar a visit from the people? and
would you do more for a dollar than you will for
the sake of Christ and the devotion of souls ?
Make it a matter of conscience to visit as many
families as if you got a dollar a visit from them
for so doing ; and for that matter, very often the
dollar will come, though you do not ask for it.

I have a good old friend whose field of labor
embraced a Quaker population. One day he
passed the house of an old-friend Quaker. The
spirit moved Joseph (for that was the preacher’s
name) to go in, sit down and talk with the Qua-
ker. He wentin, sat down, talked to the family,
introduced the subject of religion, and at last
said, “ Friend may ] pray with thee ?”  * Yea, ”
said the Quaker, and he knelt down and made
an earnest prayer for the blessing of God upon
the family; the friends sittiog quietly and lis-
tening attentively to the prayer. He thefi rose,
bid them farewell, and went his way. Shortly
after Joseph saw a man driving up - to his dobr
with = and horses, and stopping before the
door.  He thought it looked like the e
had visited, and when he went out lie
standing-by the wagon. Said the@Quaker, *de-
seph, 1 have brought thee a barrel of flonsmnd
| @ half dosen hams of

wag them.” Joseph
FQaskilr  drove

52" Bhabed,’ sl “Tried 1o
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ing to doit. Bo in this work you will be
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