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[CORRIDOR COMMENT

Ottawa, April Ist.
IN every well-built, soundly-con-
structed and workable bit of io-
comotive mechanism there must be
driving force and brake. Both are
essential. It is true that the function
of the latter is not so spectacular as
that of the former, put it is none the
less. important. It is protection
against the runaway. It regulates

and defines progress on safe lines.
Among the rank and file of the Lib-
eral membership of the House of
Commons Hon. A. K. Maclean is the
brake. The freedom of Opposition
and its lack of direct responsibility
has a tendency to develop either of
two things, mere negation, or daring
trail-blazing. With the present Op-
Position any danger. which might
arise would be wholly from the latter.

Hon. A. K. Maclean.

A brake doesn’t come amiss, and Mr.
aclea}n supplies the brake.
€ 1s built for the job; quiet, ob-
:e""arl_t, forceful. 'There is nothing
heatrical about him. He does not
Pose. He is devoid of affectation. He
18 10 demagogue, and he doesn’t prac-
tise the arts of popularity.
aclean is a canny Scot, and will
00t be stampeded. ilis keen, grey-
lue' eyes do not miss much. He
Studies a situation *hefore he deals
With it, and even the enthusiasm of
¢ boys” will not carry him along
Mtil he is satisfied to go. He is in-
Valuable going down nill—as most
rakes are, When things are coming
€asiest Maclean is must cautious.
€ has had a good deal of experi-
Jce, too. He was elected to the
Ova Scotia Legislature in 1901, and
r¢Signed his seat three years later to
€Come a candidate tor the Com-
;nons‘ Lunenburg elected him, and
peated the trick in 1908. In Oc-
OVer of the year following, however,
loren_ner Murray came to Ottawa
oking for a wise and safe Attorney-
eneral, and he secured the services
r. Maclean. When the federal
on of last September came round
it awa Liberals again appealed to
ofmt as the man who could win one
Brer he Hahqu seats, both of which
e € at that time represented by Con-
"Vatives.  Again he served his
gz:a’ _He resigned his provincial
pai olio, threw himself into the cam-
i egn’ and redeemed tne seat, despite
" general swing of the pendulum
the other direction.
e I. Maclean entered upon what
peri to hxm_ a new parliamentary ex-
adence with the present session. He
g never before served in Opposi-
Ros: And‘he has pruved one of its
e keffectlve members.  When he
Peaks he receives respectful atten-

electj

i
o0 from the Government benches.
a

€ 1s not a spell-binder.

Others ma
Ppeal to the heart ; n

Mr. Maclean

goes after the head. He speaks, too,
less as an advocate and more as a
business man expounding a business
proposition, which he understands,
with considerable lucidity and logic.
He is no carping critic with a micro-
scope tucked under his arm on the
search for minute faults. He gets
the larger viewpoint—the general
affect for weal or ill, and deals with
his subject from a national stand-
point.”
® ®
O man is more methodical in fol-
lowing the regular forms of
Parliamentary expression and proce-
dure than Hon. T. S. Sproule, the

present Speaker of the House of
Commons. When the House ad-
journed the other morning shortly

after one o’clock, Mr. Speaker caused
a smile by seizing his three-cornered
hat and gravely  declaring: “This
House stands adjourned until this
morning at eleven o’clock in the fore-
noon.” It does not appear to be the
Speaker’s fault if certain members
forget or neglect the morning sittings
these days.

LI

T has fallen to the lot of Mr. J. H.
Burnham to inject what a mem-
ber of the Press Gallery termed “his-
torical metaphysics” into the consid-
erations of Parliament. Following
Mr. A. Verville, Labour member for
Maisonneuve, who was the other day
criticizing the increased expenditure
on the Militia Department, the Peter-
boro’ member gravely announced:
“T'en minutes’ study of history will
show that if the ancient Emnire of
Rome had been able to defend her-
self, we would have been two thou-
sand years ahead of where we are
now, instead of being two thousand
years behind.” And accurate Han-

sard chronicled the utterance.

L
THE House of Commons enjoyed a
genuine sensation this week.

Mr. Emmanuel Devlin, the eloquent
member for Wright, has for years
worn a luxuriant moustache and a
bunch of waving black hair which
would have done credit to any embryo
artist or musician. But the barber
bided his time and finally got Em-
manuel. The latter is a faithful at-
tendant in the Chamber, and the long
night debates, followed by the recently
inaugurated morning proceedings,
proved too much for tired nature.
According to the story going the
rounds of the corridors, Mr. Devlin
fell asleep under the operations of
the tonsorial expert and when he
awoke found himself minus his mous-
tache and sporting a real short mili-
tary hair-cut. This was, in itself, bad
enough. But other tribulations
awaited him when he reached the
House out of breath just after prayers
en Francais. He had doffed overcoat
and chapeau and was heading into the
Chamber when Joe Demers, of St.
John and Iberville, spotted him and
gave the alarm. “A stranger coming
into the House,” was the appalling
whisper with which Demers startled
Mr. H. W. Bowie, the stalwart deputy
Sergeant-at-Arms.  Mr. Bowie is
nothing if not alert and efficient.
He gripped his sword and started
menacingly towards the supposed in-
truder, waving at him to halt. Mr.
Devlin was late, and wasn’t halting.
Member and officer met within the
doors of the Chamber. The latter
conducted a searching inspection, but
Mr. Devlin finally established his
identity. And he maintains that the
officer most gallantly atoned for his
error by observing: ““Well, sir, you
cut ten years off your age.”
H W.A.

How are you fixed when goods arrive?

OES your shipping room present a scene of noisy, bustling disorder?

Are you compelled to clog or temporarily paralyse the running of

your business by shorthanding your various departments in order

to accommodate fresh shipments as they arrive? O, is it possible for
one or two men to take hold and expeditiously, economically and safely---
without waste of time or energy---dispose of the goods systematically
and in proper arrangement. Your answer depends upon whether or

Or1s FENSOM
ELIEVATORS

In point of utility, convenience and economical efficiency, your Otis-
Fensom Elevator bears the same indispensable relation to m¢ dern business
as the telephone, typewriter and «lectric light. It makes for decidedly
improved business conditions. It saves labor---it saves time---it saves
- calling clerks, salesmen or other employees from their regular duties in
the store or office. It enables you to keep your ground floor clean and
inviting, and to use all of the ground floor space for salesmanship and dis-
play. It does away with expensive hand labor and substitutes mechanical
facilities that keep pace with the increasing demands of your business.

Send for “*Freight Elevators and their Uses."’

The Otis-Fensom Elevator Co., Limited

Traders Bank Building : : Toronto

Water Supply System for
Country Homes

We can supply everything needed---Power-plant, Tanks, Steel Towers,
Pumps, Piping,---Whatever meets your requirements most economically.

Where a large quantity of water is not required the simplest and lowest
cost system is provided with our

TORONTO PNEUMATIC
PRESSURE TANKS

Operated by hydraulic rams,
by hand, or windmill or
gasoline engine power.
Guaranteed absolutely air-
tight.  Write for explana-
tory literature, sent FREE.

Ontario Wind Engine
& Pump Co., Limited

TORONTO
Winnipeg Calgary
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