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 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1907

ousahd People Géthered on the Héighfs of Calvary Listened to Eloquent
" Sermons and Joined in Sqlémn' Service for the Dead

solemn ceremony, followed by ’the

«singing of the Stabat Mater, after

Which the Rey. Father Rondat, Q.P.,

N and delivered a strong  and fervent,

Grics A‘”f’hm’h";ig;%:'gm thirty though, brief, exhortation in French.

ghop Racicot *‘“ wore present. s ° ‘followed immediately by Rev. Father

thousand people jcont: Bight-to: see, Wthelbert, O.F.M., Who after con-

08 me:se concourse . stretching igratulating His Grace upon the hap-
. {his z 2 :

away as far as the eye could reach, py thought of calling together . -his
and listening with rapt attention to people to remember the dead,  spoke.
catch the words of ithe as follows: .

who, clad in their pbnel mtialdlook- “‘There is a beautiful-fact in his-
ing though picturesque  habits of St. ‘tory that I wish to mention at the
Dominic and St. Franeis produced beginning of this allocution. In . the
no amall impression ug‘on;tbg,:m\ﬂti- days when Greece of old was strong
tude. They carried the(minil back to and powerful, it was s#aid by one of

“how ., you

B hen their holy founders, [her principal . . leaders:  ‘The (reeks
11: Domu:nc and St. Francis, worked |shall cease to. be powerful when they
e by side in the vineyard of the | shall cease to .remermnber their dead.’

rd, and stirred up souls  to pen- It is'a word. that is true of every
;200'“ and tf) love of on_e,s.not',her, as | Empire, in ev ry age. But it is
Chwq .’ﬁf\lnts had done before. ‘true also of our city, as it is true
opin’s funeral march: bipened the of every Empire. Montréal, this city

S0 Commereial .50 Progressive; whese | will tell you. Were you to be call-
port is frequented by ships that hail ed’ before God now, you feel vou
fronr every clime; Montreal, the ris- copld not stand it. Your inmost
ing, the important, is so because she | being . would shrink from His gaze.
is above all a city of souls. The | You feel you could not bear His
day, then, 'when these souls,  these light thrown full upon you. ou
minds that make’oug Montreal, shall would ask, in mercy, to be purified,
cease to remember Cheir dead, that | You would ery out like the soul of
day shall Montreal decline, ‘and be- | ol
gin her downward course to dissolu-
tion and to ruin. k& me away in the lowest deep,
This is the thought that ou be- There 1ét me be,
loved pastor, His. Grace the ' Arch-{ And there in hope the
bishop, has understood, and loving Wwatches keep
his city as he loves its souls, he has Told out for me,’

——— —_—

lone night-

called " you"together to be mindful of Thig is ‘what your instinct suggests.
our dead. ., Oh! I need not say It ds a Purgatory; it claims a
have answered! This ’ﬁeot cleansing. God’s purity.. is
mighty ~ throng that stretches out +t
before me far and wide is the earn- soul would dwell with God it must
'est and the proof that your faith be cleansed from all disfigurement
+has answered upon his. Yes, your and stain, *
i faith is strong, and you know that! And so our holy Catholic teaching
if the empires of old recalled the confirms our natural instinct and
memory of their dead, we, too, who|we are bound to believe that there
belong to the Empire of God, must |are souls who suffer in the other
’rcmumhor our dead also. | world, but only in order to be
! But let us not forget, it is not'clounsed. Unliké the damned the
| our heroes that we honor here. ()n|don't suffer in despair. On the con-
“the bead-roll of the great Ma er | trary,
ithere are other little souls There |
are those who were not giant of | “These hc souls they suffer on
faith or heroes in the gned in heart and will,
:virtuu. They were like ourselves, or- til God’s high« behest  is
+dinary, weak and afraid, with a nd justice has its fill.’
good mixture of the huinan in their
, composition And do we not feel 3 Until God’'s  justice has
"what must be their fate! Can we fill, for it must it (and this is
not judge of it from what would be| mother reason for our Purgatory),
our’own ? Is there one her who land it will have it. for ‘nothing de-
can dare say that he would be fnuml'»‘.lml can enter heaven.’
blameless in the sight of God ? ven Until that day, then, ‘until Goc
though we ‘repudiate the theolo cal high behest i
idea of sin, are we not forced to ad- its fill,’  these souls in Purgatory
mit that there are certain events in must suffer on. 1 need not detail
our own lives that we regret €X- to you their sufferings you know
tremely, certain failures to achieve them The loss of God Whom they
the right thing, and certain achieve- have seen just once and found 80
ments in which we should prefer to beautiful; God for Whom they were
have failed ? And in the licht  of “created, and in Whom alone their
God’s all-purity, how are these fail- heart can rest! Oh! how they-must
ures and achievements to be receiv- arn for Him! - What an excruciat-
ed? . Ask of your own heart Tt ing torture %o be separated from

done

done and jus * h

wawlil, too terrifying, and if the.

e se———.
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Him! He is their love, 1heir
preme love now, and how can su- this]  What o
preme love bear separation? Must | hold most dear OK! as
it not be the worst of tortures ?

~u—|'lht‘iv' behalf. Oh! what a Sin is

we hope
one day to be remembered, ag we
““Add to this thd pain of sensc 'hope to be prayed for, let us pray
,and we shall have an idea of the | for those who have gone before us,
state of these poor souls. But there
one source of suf g, my  dear | ‘Sweet. ] s help, sweet Jesus aid
upon which 1 wish to lay The souls to Thee 50 'dear;
st It wonld scem that | Tn prison for the debt unpaid

! Lo punis v in| 'Of sins committed here.'
ythat in which we have y
t happens that ““And now, my dear fridnds; a word
;Whose sin in life was that they for-|for ourselv The Bible tells us
got God from time (o time and | * "Tig and wholesome thought
turned to idols of their own, are | to, pra * the dead,” and we are
forgotten in their turn by the very 1"'?I|\IH xd it is so.  Dut might - we
idois that they worshipped.' [not ask the question, ‘for whom is

The Rev. Father here went on' tolit mor wholesome ?  for the dead
prove his assertion, showin very | who live or for the living who are
pathetically how the expectation of 1?2  We know. that it is whole-
many of those who lay beneath the!some foy the ddad beneath the sod,
graves around must long sincg—~haveiit freés their souls from suffering.
been deceived. ““How many a father | But, oh! it is wholesome too for the
how many a tender mother pa lili\'mlz dead who crawl and creep
into their eternal sleep with the ar-!above it. Yes! it is wholesome for
dent, fond assurance of a life-long re- |us to think of the dead.. It is whole-
membrance from their children. And | some for us to look steadily. upon
now this many a year those pal the churchyard and its graves. It ig
white faces havé been upturned to. { wholesome for us in the days of our
wards the silent stars and not a
word of prayer has been offered in

sonls

( Continued, on Page 8. )
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