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United States and

Russia

By PROF. N. TUI
The writer of this artiele (not a ecommunist, but
a member of the Central Executive Committec
Was sent l)}' the Soviet government to the United
States to study the agricultural conditions there
Although his conclusions do not altogether cor
respond to the views held in official circles of Soviet
Russia, his report has aroused great interest ir
Russia
The great war led to a tremendous extension of
the area under wheat cultivation in America—this
area was 7o million aeres in 1919, an unheard of

This ex

ormous extension of wheat cultivatron took place

record in the history of the United States

chiefly in the north western states: Nebraska, Da
kota, Montana, a part of Wyoming, Kansas, and
few others

At this time the price of wheat rose rapidly, and
the government guaranteed the farmer a price of
two dollars per bushel

In the wheat distriects of America and Canada
there appeared great numbers of people who fre
quently had had no previous experience in agri
culture; these bought sites, set up farms, bought
cattle and implements on eredit, and began growing
the wheat which promised them such large profits
Towns sprang up, houses and reads were built. All
this required capital, and this was advanced by the
hanks.

The years of bad c¢rops in the wheat areas. and
the rapid sinking in the price of wheat, which, by
the end of 1922, fell below post-war prices (about
70 to BO cents per bushel), completely discouraged
the farmer; he lost all hope of finding any way out
of this situation. Many, especially among the
fresh emigrants, left their farms standing and then
completely ruined, started some new career either
in the towns, or in more favorable distriets

The departure of the agricultural population was
bound to take its effect on the banks. If the farm
ers were to be indueed to remain, they must be
granted some means enabling them to hold out dur
ing the years of crisis. The question of granting
credits and seed from means provided by the Fed
eral Government was raised, and the eredits grant
ed by the provincial banks, which were too short
termed to be of aid to the farmers. were, up to No
vember 1922, supplemented by the government by
about 350 million dollars. The minister of agricul
ture, in his report on the year 1922, states that this
action saved many thousands of farmers from ruin,

SOCIALIST PARTY OF GANADA

PROPAGANDA

MEETINGS
EVERY SUNDAY

THEATRE ROYAL'

SUNDAY DECEMBER 16th.

Speaker: J. HARRINGTON

L)

All mestings st 8 pm.
Juestions. Discussion.

Moscow

ATKOV

and that it is due to this operation that hundreds

vanks in this wheat area escaped bankruptey

The general agricultural situnation however did

not improve in 1922, and the question of credits had
be brought up again. At the November and Ds
ember sessions of Congress it was resolved to grant

another 60 million dollars out of the federal funds

through the ageney of 12 of the largest banks in the
ountry. This eredit was intended to bring fresh
help to the farmers who had suffered great losses by
the crisis, and to prevent the farmers from leaving
the wheat distriet

[ had the opportunity of speaking with thre

members of the Federal Commission on the cause
of the wretched position of the farmers, and on the
means of alleviation to be adopted One of thess
was the c¢hairman of the Commssion, Professor
Becker
more or less fixed opinion, which may be expressed

This Commission has already come to a
as follows: The natural properties of that part of
the great prairies (Dakota, Nebraska, West-Kansas
where so many immigrants settled during the war,
are not particularly favorable for wheat growing
and thereforg an artificial aid to the farmers (by
credits) would not only be futile but actually harm
ful, as the emigration of a section of the agricultural
population of these distriets is inevitable in anjy
event

The whole of the great prairie district must be
reconverted into a eattle-breeding district, as it was
hefore the war, and the farmer must chiefly rely
upon this industry. He can and must utilize a part
of his land for L'rn.mg corn and cattle fodder, but
this must be regarded as a secondary source of In
come

The experience already won in cattle farming 1n
this district shows that the possession of 100 graz
ing animals suffices to enable a farmer to maintain
his normal standard of living. In order to be able
to breed grazing cattle in this part of the United
States, every farm must have from 31,000 to 2,000

acres at its disposal. The farmer can use about 100

to 200 acres of this for growing wheat, and as much,

for maize; the wheat straw will also provide him
with a valuable winter fodder. Under sueh condi
tions the farmer will almost always be able to feed
his 100 head of cattle, earn a steadv income, and live

without his present risks

In the hilly districts the farmers must each have
over 4000 acres of land, as the conditions are less
favorable. This signifies that the population of the
western parts of the great prairies must be reduced

The increased development of corn growing in
these districts, so little adapted for the purpose, has
thus proved a complete failure. It was only pos
sible at a time when the price of corn had been rais
ed by speculation. and must now give way to cattle
rearing

In one of Becker's articles he states that, during
recent years, the ;mpnlatum of the United States has
increased more rapidly than the production of agri
cultural neecessities. This is doubtless connected
with the increasing shortage of land in the United
States, suitable for agriculture

The minister for agriculture, in his Congress re
port—and Prof. Becker is of the same opinion
states, that all districts in the United States suit
able for agriculture without the aid of artificial ir
rigation or drainage, or considerable improvements,
are already being utilized, so that the population of
Ameriea 18 confronted with the question as to how
an ever-increasing population, accustomed to a high
standard of living, is to be provided with food and
clothing. The solution to this problem consists in
either cultivating the areas already being utilized
much more intensely, or in letting America, like
England, become dependent on foreign imports. or,
finally, in expending enormous sums from national
funds on great irrigation and drainage works. The

rst and third solutions ar practicable when
the priees of agricultura roduce are high, that 1s,
vhen it 1s worth while t nvest so muech capital and

lture dut this e-requisite does not

Oor 1n agri

¢X1I8t at present

The possibility of the cond solution de irr‘nvf\

n the world production of and on the supply
cheap corn in the markets of the world. If the
question of providing the United States with corn
an be advantageously settled, and the Americans
are relieved from this care, then the United Stated
in make use of the increased population, for in
reasing industrial production. The natural condi
ons of the United States render it eminently pos
sible to convert it into ar strial ecountry: the
maritime routes for export to the West (to China
ind to the East (to Russia ose markets could
won at the present time w comparative ease
ffer cheap means of transport for American in
istrial products to almost unlimited markets; the

al and naptha of the eastern distriets, and the en

ormous energy stored in the waterfalls of the west
rn mountains, provide energy for many years; the
creat mineral wealth of the country, and finally the
high level of technique and of working power in 1n
dustry. all ensure for America the ‘»u.\\l')l‘li} of de
veloping her industry to a very high degree

The unexampled amount and extremely favor

| f

le geographieal position of the natural riches of

¢ country, create extraordinary advantageous

pre-requisites for the industrial progress of the
nation, and in the words of the American edonom
ists, Russian Siberia can become that granary from
which America can supplement her inland food sup
plies in the future; in the opmion of these econom-
ists, the inland supplies will be fully consumed in
about 25 years by the home demands

The main point of interest for American econom
ists today 18, to ascertain when Russia will re-appear
im the markets of the world with her ecorn. The
majority are not interested in the question from thd
standpoint of competition in the Western European
markets, but from the standpoint of the necessity
of a corresponding, reorganization of the whole of
American agriculture. All economists in the United
States clearly admit the possibility, that Russia will
recapture her former corn markets. The only ques<

tion which makes them ugeasy 1s with regard to
when and how American agriculture is to be so re-
organized that a further depression be avoided, a ded
pression which might be greater than that by whieh

America was overwhelmed after the war
HERE AND NOW

We have nuthmg to rejoice over Here and Now,
and now that the press men and publicity agents
have encountered the festive season there is some
thing x{o‘(‘\«h'\“) amiss

However, the hopeful people who always manage
to kid themselves into believing something is about
to turn up would have us bhelieve that next year,
now almost upon us, will bring the desired rusults.

Meanwhile., we record our meagre financial re
turns with a sigh
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