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Township vs. County Shows.
As far as experience and observation have
- think county or district show has not
n & success. In several instances I could name,
both of exhibitors and visitors have
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the views or be a stimulus to the breeding or pro-
mbemnehforexhibitmdm;nm
itbhe tory to those who breed improved
stock, as the exhibition of such at fall fairs is a
medium of advertisement ; think permtheamal-
jon of two townships in some k ities would
%rmre;:;lt}o in th think

i ing in the ring, I think that
mbe iven in this direc-
ﬁonmyfu&gethmwapﬂiesto that which is

the different classes, of agricultural horses; other

which be the aim of all our agricultural so-
I think quite an interest may be created by giving
ws for the best groomed aynd hnrnesseis:eun
broken team, best walking
draft team suitable for rtation, ete.
In ing up the prize li i
shoul(‘he _forsmck,andofthatkindwhich
would be most likely to benefit the township or
locality in which the show is held. and that no ex-
hibitor should receive more than one prizeinany one
section of a class, as where a man who has a good
herd of cattle or flock of sheep, if allowed, would
perlnpstakea.llthe%ﬁminthechm(whichhemy

rightly deserve), but the tendency would be to pre-
vent those who have not been so en ising as
himself from exhibiting at all, and thus the society

would fail in the object it should have, viz., to stimu-
la.bet.!mtchssoffumerstaoeome out and compete
for prizes. Perhaps, at first sight, this may seem to
be an injustice to the enterprising er, as he
mn_yexlubitanimalsthata.re far superior to his
neighbor’s second-prize animal, yet w the rules
are understood, it will be calculated todo the‘ great-
est good to the greatest number.” g
Bruce Co., Ont. ,HENRY ARKELL.

Early Shearing of Sheep.

Successful sheep breeders, ":1 believetha.s a l;l;ﬁ
year’s lambs during the mo! 1
of March or early in April. The sheep suffer from
the heat in the warm spring days if forced to carry
their heavy coats of wool, and especially so if they
are infested with ticks. There is practically no risk
to the health of the sheep to shear them on a fine day
in March if they are k(eg inaclosed building for afew
days a v In the course of a couple of weeks
after shearing they should be di to clean them
of all lice and ticks and to clean their skins. Even if
thére are no indications of the presence of i
the dipping will more than re

parasites,
t pay the cost by the
improved health of the sheep and increased growth
of the wool. Ewes that are not due to lamb till
May might also be sheared with advantage if in
good condition. Thin ewes that are nursing lambs -
should not' be sheared before the warm weather
comes, but if lambs have come in March, and the
ewes are in good condition, the ewes they may be
sheared any time after the middle of April, and if
ewes and lambs are dipped soon after it will be
better for both. The only reasonable objection to
early shearing, especially in the case of the yearling
sheep, is the undue discrimination made by buyers
against unwashed wool, but if a sale can {e made
at a reduction of one-third from the price of washed
wool, we feel sure it is more fitable, on the whole,
to shear the sheep unwashed. The rapid improve-
ment in condition and increased wth of wool
will more than make up for the difference in the
price received for the fleece.

Something for Nothing.
The E:

1 wporter, of Montreal, devotes a vigorous
a‘rtlcle to the absurd a&) ication of an English firm,
Campbell, Shearer & Co., to the Quebec Legislature
for a bonus or gift of $20,000 per year for twenty
years to enable them to start a packing-house for
cattle, sheep and hogs, and also for the purchase
O‘f chgwe, butter, and other farm produce,for which
English prices are to be paid, less the cost of han-
dling., As the country is already well supplied with
packing establishments, develo by private enter-
prise, and the existing competition for dairy prod-
ucts exceedingly keen and prices high, strong
opposition has developed inst this scheme to
bonus outsiders with public funds to come in and
compete with Canadians. It is very pertinently
asked, if these people have faith in the success of
their project. why are they not prepared to carry
it on with their own money, and build up a trade
for themselvesin honest competition? Strong pro-

t‘il‘lsgasp::e g‘oil.lg in to the Quebec Government against

THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE. -

Beef in the West.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE,
BY J. M'CAIG, ONTARIO.

latitudes do not. sufficiently value their

t during the remaining
.taomeottheneeemities of existence. So indus-
bymmmﬁalg-elityofthomeuofﬂ\m' clime.
] temperate clime are
ive is borne out by hi and i

or polar regions.
a matter of climate and soil and of the now inherent
mental and physical attributes of the races sprung
from such areas.

ALBERTA ‘RANGE CATTLE IN WINTER
CONDITION.

As an adjunct to the productivity of the land
the way of cereal foods, the tem zone
illimitable wedmthfgfdﬁsh.ﬂdlandfowloftheuso-

ful classes. fishes are largely confined to

our zone. Our is the best in the world, and

our ity for the production of meat animals

from edomesﬁcclmnnmdoﬂﬂmglohe.

Canada is not behind, but ahead of mes
temperate countries in these

H
:

tages. Her beef is no worse than heat, and
herwl:?tisthebestfinthewodd.ag:n‘;dshas
stores of strong food for strong men spare
for the tables of industrial England. Besides, we
live under institutions that do not clog, but rather
make possible and ; i , freedom, _
thogmhestenergymdt.hemosteom etaeself
realization for the individuals composing the banner

British colony. Under these circumstances, it is not
strange that the great western country should show
a very rapid and energetic development peculiar to
itself under the hands of versatile and busy people.

Beef is King in the West.—In the East we can-
not pin our faith to a single uct. Lands are
high, competition more or less intense, and the pro-

ON THE RANGE, ALBERTA, CANADA.

duction of as many and as varied products as
possible is recogni to be the wisest course for the
av armer. Similarly, it is due to special con-
ditions beef is the important product of the
Northwest Territories. It must not be sup)
thatthemarenotvasta.msintheNo west
Territories suitable for agriculture ; there are plenty
of such The hmr areas, however, are
ranching lands, and ranching is the characteristic
industry. The pri;:ir.l ranch lands are on the
eastern side of the jes and along the southern
m while the agricultural lands are those parts of
ewan and Assiniboia nearest to Manitoba,
and generally resembling it, besides northern Al-
berta and northerly stretches right up to the
The southern parts of the Territories are prairie
country. What determines whether a country 18
ranching or agricultural is its moisture. Plentiful
moisture is necessary for vegetation of the heavier
sorts, such as timber, cereals and roots. -Moisture
from the Pacific is shut off by the Rockies. The
moist return trade winds from thersouth-west pre-
cipitate all theirmoisture on being forced into the
higher latitudes of the plateau west of the Rockies,

-Ontari
twenty-eight or thirty

- centage of loss of weak cows or an.

and though these south-west winds are the prevail-

ing winds for Alberta, they reach us as dry i

Little moisture comes from the east or sou

as the long continental stretches covered before -
3 el romrtaddely & il

- thev reach us &b all-thei
mﬁmowamfmmﬂudson’a&y,mdmeotof

goes to our northern areas, thus leaving the south-
-arid.  The condi-

inches ; in southern Alberta
it is about ten or eleven inches. -

The prairie coun is a most valuable part of the
Northwest Teuitr! for ultimate
national cultural land -

farther south are. It yields large

uantities of valuable and nutritious of

b ke i A
country the land becomes at about the of
with d

the
benches and
onl
shjlow
the period of spring

the newcomer. It
however, are

nutriment are
until eaten in winter or summer. Hay may
mduveddmnﬁ' any mon |
In southern Alberta housing of cattle is

dition of frost or hard weather.
thaw on the ground, but is licked
The changes of -temperature

id changes

and beast e, but such is not the case. The
treme dryness of the air prevents an
discomfort. An occasional year of
come, in which, after an exceptionally hea
of snow, a partial thaw is followed ‘
and a hard crust will seal up even the g
The ! ginol’theut.gotromlong to
the hay camps is impossible, as they soon m ;
disabled by their legs in the crust. '_
ofaevmortohllmhowom,mtuﬁm,

nn "V 5

year means a small but more or less

calf. As the number of ranchers increases,
tendency to keep up the weak ones and pulllhg
through on hay becomes more cOminon. The in:
crease of Western population makes help
available, and on this account additional attention
pays. The encroac of the smaller ranchers on
the ranges of the big outfits is cl the ranch-
ing somewhat. More winter feeding bouw
thntzlnuxlle. The est.ﬂo?xie bein b:et:‘drnlookd 5
al e percent of losses is 8 y
The mnchin;ﬁslnm offers wide con
cattle business in Ontario, and it might
that the beef products of the West
inferior to those of the East. It is one
ises for an Easterner to find that
is the case. The haphazard system w
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in Ontario results in stunted, poor s+ in south
Alberta, where cattle often complete their third or

i

g

would at least s
is not the case.

teers sheltered in bank
Ontario, well fed for two years and fin

gF

turnips, clover hay and grain for the last five or six
mon are not on the averge as good as Western
steers at the same and fed on a diet of grassand
water from birth to block. The steers hmknemthez

keep well fleshed up on l:oq. They never
rib flesh ; they grow very lengthy and
straight upper under line. e
in at one and two gears old from Ontario
toba, called “dobies” or by some
smaller in size than Western cattle at the same age.
They are shorter, more podgy in the belly, not as
well filled on the crops, hips and u ribs, and are
Jess symmetrical generally. The Western steer has
the full points and ripeness of a pure-bred, with
the flesh evenly laid on, not ?pearl

patches. He has the of a
rather wild), and at the
sacrificed none of the fast-gro qualities that are
the result of quite an opl;:ooed 8 )
feeding to that under which heis reared here. I saw
a bunch of 500 steers that went at one shi t from
a ranch out here, mostly three-year- but with
an occasional four. A r lot it would hard to
find. They were not uniform in breeding, but
Shorthorn predominated. There were a few fine
heavy-fronted, curly-coated Herefords, which make
good range cattle; some Galloways, and rlump.
barrel-shaped Angus; an occasional Highlander,
judging by his horns and coat ; and one Or tWo raw
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