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A farmer in Pennsylvania who thoroughly
underdrained his land, says the money thus
‘tl)'«:)ed paid him better than if he had invested in

n

in doubled every five years,

or bank, or railway stocks, as his capital

not to us.

A Minister of Agriculture
be ignorant of what has been

We really hoped a change
would have effected some good.

should not
done or is

doing towards the advancement of the

interests of agriculturists. W

e well know

that it requires a little time to duly con-
sider and make arrangements, and no donbt
the present Minister has had a great am-
ount of additional labour and care sinee

his accession to office, and ma
matters have to be considered

ny weighty
before de-

scending to the practical test of seeds and

noticing the tillers of the soil.

Farmers, we will have patience and fol-
low our motto, despite this procrastination

or evasion ; more, it is not our intent to |

attempt to lead our readers to believe or
place their whole trust in either political

party.

We have not howed down to that

idol yet,and it is not our intention to do

go. We are waiting patiently

and notic-

ing what is transpiring ; we will allow due
time for consideration, and give you our
opinion unbiassed, when the proper time

arrives.

We had a few moments’ conver-

sation with the Mimster of Agriculture,
the yesults of which we have not yet pub-

lished.

We forwarded the following let-
ter to the Minister of Agriculture :—

London, March 11th, 1872.
To the Hon. A. McKellar, Minister of

Agriculture:—
DEeak SIR—
Could you in any way aid m

e in testing

seeds ¥ During the last session of Parlia-
ment I forwarded to the Hon. E. Blake

commends from the Board of

Agriculture

and Arts, and also from the County Coun-

cil of Middlesex.

I should be happy to

wait upon ycu at almost any time you
may appoint, aud explain my vViews.
Yours respectfully,
W. WELD.

This is the reply i—

Dep't of Public Works, Ont.,

Tcronto, Mar. 1
SIR,—

2, 1872.

I have been instructed by the Commis-
sioner to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 11th inst., and to
say in reply that he caunot do anything

in regard to testing seeds this
1 have the honor to be, sir
ent servant, H AN

W. WeLp, Esq., London.

8eason.

your obedi-
faclia

WRIN,
Prov. Sec.

NOTICE TO OUR SUDSCRIBEES.

Being nmadle to teat secds

as fully a3

we would wish, we have semctimes beeu

obliged to disseminate them without test-
receiving impo) grasses
and some that have been
raised in our own country. We ask you
to aid us ; one at Kingston, one at New-
market, one at Qwen, Sound, one near
Montreal, and one or two in Middlesex,
for the purpose of testing. We will sup-
ply someof our seeds at half their cost,
and if there is any profit from the result
we will divide it, after allowing necessary
nses. We fmve not time or means to
test all we would wish on our farm. Let
us be united, and we can have our: prac-
tical tests and useful information, without
a tax of $95,000 or ‘$500,000 annually.—
We shall ask that agricultural information
be allowed to be disseminated as. cheaply
as novels and political advertisements,
and we believe we shalt have it granted.

® G

East Middiesex Agr’l Soclety.

A POLITICAL RUMPUS BREWING.

On Wednesday, the 20th of March,a
person, name unknown, delivered to one of
our assistants a letter addressed to your
humhle servant. We opened it and found
that it contained eight pages of well writ-
ten, carefully prepared matter, signed “H.
Anderson, Sec’y East Middlesex Agricul-
tural Society.”

Having perused the document we found
it to contain much condemnuation of our-
selves, tantamount to calling us a vindic-
Live, d,ecei!ful, insane liar !/ and a lauda-
tory account of the Western Fair and Jas.
Johnson. It shows that the Board had
authority given to it in 1870 to dispose of
the Agricultural land in this city, and that
the Board sold it for 5000; that the
Board had no intention of using the money
for the Western Fair. It gives a pretty
sharp rap at the Proviucial Board, then
kinde invites it here, and promises to do
all in the power of the Board to make it a
success. It endeavors to show that the
Western Fair was not intended to injure
the Provincial Exhibition. It is higbly
laudatory of the Western Fair, but as
to your humble servant—woc betide him !

We at once directed our clerk to write
to the Secretary and enquire if it was
from himself or from the Board. We
also wrote to the President to ascertain if
he was aware of such a document, and if
it was the desire of the Board that we
should publish it, offering to do so if they
wishe!.  Although we wrote immedi-
ately on receipt of the document, we have
not yet had a reply from either the Presi-
dent or the Secretary. Therefore we do
not know whether the thing is a hoax or
nwt, havirg seen two of the Directors,and
they know nothing about if.

We may have made erroneous state-

‘has been quietly moying in

{ of more im

city, but if they were, erroneous they were
not int.enhono{ly .

eould it be to us, in any way$ - Uther re-
ports state that the: price Teceived was

S,

tIm to the right to sell we don't de-
ny it, but our impression has that it
wonld be & wrong step to sell the land,and
our opinion has slways been oppo

the sale. . From remarks of the Pre:

and the voice of the members at the annual
meeting in'1872 we were d;:in that the
membeérs of the Societydid not wish it to be
sold. We have consi that something

the
land and other. th for years past
and have ‘n‘(:x:i:k having had
so many other things w we cousidered
to the conntry to at-
tend to. No one be more willing
to aid the Western Fair than your humble
sorv?nt it!'»vl{: lz:lem convinced %:t it was
not. for political - purposes. o Secre-
tary, Mr. H. Anderson, was the .
son that gave us the that the
roceeds from the sale of the agricultural
and were, if possible, to be used for the
b Ak at respect for the majorit

e have grea or ority
of the directors of the East Mid
Agricultural Society, and also for Mr. An-
derson, the Secretary, but before pu h-
ing such a document as the one sent in, it
is right that every member of the Board
should know of its contents, and have an
opportunity of giving ther sanction or
condemnation. We write this hurriedly,
having waited till the last day we can
afford, the 26th, and still have no rep
from the President or Secretary, and await
their reply before publishing it.

The whole thing amounts to this: Can
an agricultural paper be conducted inde-
pendent of party politics? = 'We have
preferred independence, and rejeeted the
politicai offers made. We have spoken
openly what we believe to be correct.
Have we done our duty as the farmers’
advocate or not

We have received a communication
Amaranth, sigued “ Cymro.” It contains
a great deal of valuable information for
farmers, but at the same time it is an
attack on the manufacturers. Now we
cannot place our columns open for disens-
sions ofp this nature, unless correspondents
send their proper name and address and
authorize us to publish them.

oo

Mr. R. T. Dean, of Nissouri, informs
us that he bought 13 1be. of Bresee's Pro-
lifica, out of which one q::ato died and he
gave two away. He planted -one eye to

ments in regard to the price received for )
the sale of the agricultural ground in this | sanguine expectations, being 34 bushels,

each Lill, on good ground, but_did not use
manure. 'The yield far exceeded his most




